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challenges the Brisbane Strikers’ marksman, Paul Foster last 


Saturday night at the Suncorp Stadium. 
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NICK CARLE: 
IN DEMAND 


FREE R 


By John Economos 


YDNEY OLYMPIC’s 


undefeated streak came to . 


an abrupt halt last 
Saturday night with a shock 2-1 
loss to the lowly placed Brisbane 
Strikers at the Suncorp 
Stadium. 

Olympic’s captain and dynamie 
sweeper, Ante Juric, when con- 
tacted by ABSW last night, stat- 
ed: “We had chances but didn’t 
take them, and we didn’t play as 
well as we can. 

“Maybe we needed this loss to 
bring us all down to Earth,” the 
Olympic skipper philosophically 
stated. 

The high-flying Olympic, 
whose tight defence marshalled by 


Juric, has rocketted them to the top 


of the League, had conceded a 
miserly three goals in seven games 
before the Brisbane battle. 

‘Now with wounded pride, 


By Daniel Giorelando 


pain were crowned the 
S Indoor Soccer champions 

for 2000 after winning 
the fourth ever Futsal World 
Cup after humbling the previ- 
ous holders Brazil'in a tense 
final 4-3 in Guatemala. 

A goal in the final minute to 
Javi Rodriguez, his second in the 
space of four minutes, was 
enough to inflect some revenge 
on the South 
American’s for their 
loss in the correspond- 
ing match four years 
ago in Barcelona 

However four years 
on, the Spanish will- 
head home with an 
important piece of sil- 
verware, erasing the } 
nightmares of 1996. 

Spain took a 2-1 lead | 
into the break with | 
goals to Daniel and 
Javi Sanchez, split by a 
strike by Anderson for | 
Brazil. 


Olympic will be eager to jump 
back on its’ winning wack this 
Sunday at the Belmore Sports 
Ground where they'll meet the 
Parramatta Power. 

“Tt will be a real tough game for 
us,” added Juric. 

“JT raté the. Power highly and 
they don’t become a bad team 
automatically. 

“After all it’s going to be a 
derby game and a must win match 
for them. 

“It’s going to be tough and we 
Must pick up to our Brisbane 
game,” warmed Juric. 

One of Olympic’s most consis- 
tent performers this season has 
been defender-cum-midfielder, 
Paul Kohler. 

“T rate Paul highly,” compli- 
mented Olympic’s captain. “He 
makes our job down the back ever- 
so much easier with his industri- 
ous work-rate.” 

Match preview page 3 


tions top scorer, bagged his 19th 
goal of the campaign followed 
by 2 goal to Vander five minutes 
from time, the holders had hit 
the Jead for the first time in the 
match, and seemingly headed for 
a fourth consecutive title. 

But to the delight of a packed 
Domo Stadium, the Spaniards 
showed their fighting spirit to 
craft out an equaliser a minute 
later, and then 2 historic winner 
right on time. 


Spain’s Joan (left) and Jesus (right) 


When Manoel fiojd aloft the trophy after winning 
Tobias, the competi- the Futsal World Cup over Brazil 4-3. 
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By Bert van Bedaf 


arlton officials 
met with NSL 
general manager 


Stefan Kamasz all day 
last Monday to assess the 
club’s financial position 
and its future in the 
national league, which is 
in jeopardy, 

Discussions at the 
offices of Carlton owner 
Peter Jess involved the 
club’s cash flow, player 
payments and its home 
ground plans. 

Carlton will need an 
injection of funds, if it is 
to be financial viable. It is 
also without a permanent 
home. 

Kamasz, who was at 
Epping last Sunday, had 
stated Soccer Australia 
would not be assisting the 
club financially. 

The players union, the 
Australian Professional 
Football Association, had 
proposed for SA to use 
Carlton’s $250,000 
licence fee and $250,000 
admission bond to pay 
the players. 

But Kamasz declined, 
saying, if SA would sup- 
port Carlton, other clubs 
in the league could turn 
around and demand simi- 


lar treatment, which 
would be counter-produc- 
tive to reducing the 
league from 16 to 12 
clubs. 

Carlton can play 
another two or perhaps 
three more home matches 
at Epping, but the stadi- 
um is not to become the 
club’s home venue, unless 
it is brought up to NSL 
standards, according te 
Kamasz, 

But Carlton’s Epping 
outings have been such a 
success, there may be sey- 
eral local business identi- 
ties interested in investing 
in the club to at least help 
in securing its short-term 
future. 

One of the investors 
may include Jack Reilly, 
Carlton SC’s founding 
chairman and the 
Socceroos’ goal keeper at 
Australia’s one and only 
World Cup appearance in 
1974. A millionaire busi- 
nessman, Reilly lives in 
the region. 

Another focal business 
man Sam Cuteri who is 
the President of Epping 
Club Whittlesea Stallions 
is also known to be a keen 
investor. 

A club spokesman 
Fernando Dimasi con- 


CHIEF RESIGNS 


By Graham Cooke 


occer Canberra’s chief 

executive officer, 

Robert Bennett, 
announced his resignation 
last week after four years in 
the job. 

SC president Steve 
Doszpot said the resignation 
had been accepted “with 
regret...he has been a great 
contributor to Soccer 
Canberra over the past four 
years and we will miss his 
dedication and professional- 
ism”. 

Bennett is not going imme- 
diately to another job, saying 


for a change. “I also have a 
young family and J want to 
spend more time with them,” 
he said. 

He was heavily involved in 
the Olympic football tourna- 
ment in Canberra as competi- 
tion manager and for the first 
three quarters of the year was, 
in effect, doing two full-time 
jobs. 

Meanwhile Doszpot, who 
withdrew from the marketing 
company he founded in order 
to devote some two years to 
heading the Olympic soccer 
operation in Canberra, plans 
to retum to the business 
world. 


ton officials meet with Kamas 


firmed the club has had 
talks with Jeff “We want 
to know what the situa- 
tion is and the viability of 
the club before we 
decide” said Dimasi. 

Kamasz said Soccer 
Australia favored 
Carlton to play at South 
Melbourne’s Bob Jane 
stadium at Albert Park 
lake, 


But Carlton adviser 
Phil Cleary prefers the 
Blues to-return to Optus 
Oval, their first home 
under the AFL’s Cariton 
Football Club four years 
ago, and play five games 
at Epping. 

“If the club continues 
on, we’ll move back to 
Optus Oval as our home 
venue and home base. 


STOP PRESS 


MARKS TO THE RESCUE 


by Bert van Bedaf 


Melbourne last Monday night, Adelaide busi- 

nessman Con Makris was believed to have 
come to rescue of embattled Carlton. 

Formerly associated with now defunct the West 
Adelaide Sharks and keen to establish a major club 
called South Coast Eagles in Adelaide, Makris. was 
rumored to fly into Melbourne Airport for an urgent 
meeting with NSL general manager Stefan Kamasz 
and Carlton owner Peter Jess. 

Meetings at Jess’s Melbourne office had been 
ongoing all day and there was still no resolve to the 
club’s financial problems by late afternoon. 

A local consortium, involving businessmen Jack 
Reilly, Sam Cuteri and possibly travel agency owner 
and former Victorian Soccer Federation chairman Joe 
Caruso, were also said to be interested in keeping 
Carlton afloat. 

But Makris’s eleventh hour rescue would top off a 
worrying week for Jess and Carlton, 


I: a dramatic 5 o’clock flight from Adelaide to 


orthern Spirit will be conducting a school 
Nessie at North Sydney Oval on Tuesday 

morning (December 5) with 1500 school kids 
from surrounding schools given the chance to get up 
close and personal with the entire Northern Spirit 
squad. 

As part of its youth development program, Northern 
Spirit invited children from eight surrounding Primary 
Schools to watch the first grade side train and then go on 
a guided tour of North Sydney Oval. 

The response was astounding with 1500 children 
booked in to come to North Sydney Oval on Tuesday, 
December 8. 

The kids will watch the side train, go on a tour of the 
dressing rooms, enjoy a sausage sizzle and then have the 


1500 Children at North Sydney 
Oval for Spirit Excursion 


’ 


We'd play five home 
games at Epping and ten 
at Optus Oval,” Cleary 


said last week. 
Uncertainties over 

Carlton’s future 

remained as late as 


Sunday night after the 
Blues drew 1-1 with 


Northern Spirit at 
Epping stadium. 
Wages for _ last 


Sunday’s match were 
drawn from union funds, 
in some _ instances 
enabling players to pay 
rent and take care of 
basic necessities, such as 
car expenses. 

Spirit coach Graham 
Arnold, whose club went 
through its financial woes 
before Glasgow Rangers 
took a substantial share- 
holding, said it would be 
“a crying shame” if 
Carlton would crash out 
of the league. 

“Melbourne should be 
ashamed for not showing 
its support. It should be 
proud of this team, They 


Stefan Kamasz 
Carlton has built well in 
three years. They got 
depth and if they stay 
together, they have a 
chance to win the league,” 
he said. 

Carlton coach Stuart 
Munro, who is also. owed 
money together with the 
players, said he was in the 


are winners and they do Same position as them, 
not know how to lie down “Pm here because I 
for anybody,” Arnold love working for the club, 
said. but I’m in the same boat 
“Melbourne needs 8 the rest of them,” he 


another team besides said. 
South Melbourne and 


Melbourne Knights. 


opportunity to grab autographs and photos with the 
entire Northern Spirit squad. ; 

The “Northern Spirit Excursion” is designed to go 
one step further than the traditional school promotional 
visits carried out by every club in all sports. 


What: 
Who: 
children 
Where: 
Sydney 
When: Tuesday, December 5 

Time: 10.15am-12.45pm 

Further information contact David Mason on 
(02) 9460 2187, Mob: (0438) 243 195, 


Northern Spirit School Excursion 
Northern Spirit squad-and 1500 school 


North Sydney Oval, Miller St, North 


that he believed it was Gime 


BLAME OPTUS NOT SEVEN: COMETTI 


By Richard Kreider 


Te dragged out dispute over 
Channel Seven’s contractual 
commitment to Australian soccer 
took a distinct twist last weekend when 
one of their leading commentators 
defended his station’s perceived deser- 
tion of the world game by pointing the 
finger at a former major sponsor of the 
National Soccer League. 

And while soccer fans around the 
nation remain up in arms over the absence 
of the local game on free-to-air television, 
at least New South Wales can benefit from 
the service of C7 Pay-TV for NSL cover- 
age. Unlike Western Australian and South 
Australia, who are traditionally two of the 
largest supporters of soccer, there is no 
such ‘luxury’ in the two states, “It is a 
three-edged sword here, said Dennis 
Cometti, a leading Channel Seven sports 


commentator who was interviewed on 
Perth radio last Saturday. 

You've got Channel Seven who bought 
the rights (as the highest bidder), Soccer 
Australia who sold them to them (on a ten- 
year contract) and C7 who are not pre- 
pared to come into the (WA) market place, 

C7 belongs to Optus which is worth 
bearing in mind, because I think a lot of 
people should direct their criticism at them 
simply becaus C7 should be in Western 
Australia,’ he said. 

“Remember, it doesn’t just affect soccer 
fans it also involves the fans of other 
sports like cricket and AFL, I have made 
this point to a couple of politicians in the 
past where as an’ AFL commentator; I am 
at a disadvantage to NSW and Victoria 
who have a service that I can’t get. There 
are a lot of panel programs and a lot of 
\replays that could allow me to do my job 
better,” Cometti said. 

“If you remember the early days of pay- 


TV when Galaxy were going to merge 
with Foxtel but Optus brought pressure to 
bear, preventing that merger through the 
ACCC (Australian Competition & 
Consumer Commission). As a conse- 
quence, Galaxy went to the wall. Foxtel 
stepped into the breach which was good of 
them and continued the programs, but I’m 
sure the ACCC fully expected Optus 
would come to Western Australia and 
compete but they have chosen not to, 
which I think is outrageous - as a West 
Australian, 

But C7 are the ones that get up my nose 
because we really should have their cover- 
age'in WA. It is ridiculous as one of the 
last countries to get into pay-TV with 
probably the worst service in the world; 
and with perhaps the worst of the worst in 
Western Australia, said Cometti. With 
regards to Channel Seven’s stand on NSL 
soccer, Cometti was genuinely supportive 
but at the same time practical with his 


Tesponse. 

“While I am not here necessarily to 
defend their position, perhaps there are 
more bad guys than just Channel Seven, if 
in fact if they are one. 

“When you look back at the root cause 
of this, Soccer Australia took the money 
and I think they made a conscious decision 
themselves there, in bed if you like, with 
Channel Seven. 

I still maintain that Channel Seven 
bought the rights but Soccer Australia sold 
them to them, and Soccer Australia must 
have known what was going to happen to 
the coverage. 

“In the best of all possible worlds, it 
would be great to see Perth Glory on free- 
to-air but that’s not my decision. But cer- 
tainly, C7 would give you probably four or 
five Glory matches a season as well as the 
finals if they make it. 

And I think given that choice, I’m sure 
people would be prepared to pay for that.” 


ABSW’s new email: soccer @foreignianguage.com.au 


soccerweekly @hotmail.com still available 
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Olympic out to turn off the ‘The Power’ 


By John Economos 


ydney Olympic on 
Sunday night are back 
home at the Belmore 
Sports Ground where they 
clash with the Parramaita 
Power in what promises to 
be an action packed game. 
Olympic are coming off a 
loss last weekend whilst the 
Power come off a win. 


Sydney Olympic last 


Saturday night suffered its first 
defeat of the season after eight 


David Mitchell: The 
Power's coach. 


Saturday’s loss to Brisbane, 


games, going down to a shock 
2-1 loss to the Brisbane 
Strikers at the Suncorp 
Stadium. 

The Sydney team’s loss was 
one of the rare upsets of the 
season to date as the lowly 
placed Queenslanders had pre- 
viously won just one game out 
of their last seven, 

Sydney Olympic’s reliable 
sweeper and captain, the lanky 
Ante Juric, stated to ABSW 
last night: 

“It’s going to be a real tough 
game for us, 

“T rate the Power highly and 
they don’t become a bad team 
automatically. 

“After all it’s going to be a 
derby game and it’s a must win 
match for them. 

“It’s going to be tough and 
we must pick up to our 
Brisbane game,” said Juric. 

The Olympic captain’s fit- 
ness for Sunday’s game is 
under a cloud. 

Juric suffered heavy bruis- 
ing to his knee in the Brisbane 
match, 

“There’s is no ligament 
damage to the knee. 

“T hope that it responds to 
treatment during this week,” 
stated Juric. 

Olympic 


before —_last 


had conceded a miserly three 


Ante Juric: Olympic’s skipper and sweeper. 


goals in seven outings, whilst 
the attack had scored 13 goals. 

‘The younger and enthusias- 
tic new-look Olympic this sea- 
son has pace and goalscoring 
power right across its midfield. 

In Paul Kohler, the League 
leaders have a young, strong 
and steely midfielder who gets 
through an enormous amount 
of defensive work. 

In fact Kohler has been one 
of Olympic’s most unsung 
heroes this season. 

A proud Juric had nothing 


but praise for Kohler, stating: 
“He makes our job down the 
back much easier. 

“Paul’s level headed and is, 
very good material.” 

Coach Branko Culina will 
be hoping that his players on 
Sunday start to score earlier in 
the match than they have in 
their last two games . 

Olympic two weeks ago 
scored their winning goal four 
minutes into stoppage time 
against the Melbourne Knights 
through substitute George 


Goutzioulis. 

Last Saturday in Brisbane, 
Olympic’s goal came three 
minutes into stoppage time, 
again through a substitute, this 
time through midfielder 
Damon Collina, 

Meanwhile the Power's 
head coach David Mitchell, 
told ABSW last night: 

“Olympic is the best team in 
the League at the moment. 

“They must be, because 
they’re sitting at the top of the 


Paul Kohler: Olympic’s 
powerful industrious 
midfielder. 


Oceania Under 175 Draw 
Re-Scheduled in Samoa 


By John Ecomenos 


he Oceania 
Confederation late 
last week re-sched- 


uled the draw of the Group 
1 Under 17s World 


Championship Qualifiers 
that kick off tomorrow, 
(Wednesday), in Samoa. 

Australia was due to kick 
off last Sunday their cam- 
paign against Papua New 
Guinea. 

However due to the addi- 


SYDNEY 
OLYMPIC F.C. 


Super Youth League Trials 


The above Club still has quite 
a few vacancies left for its 
Under 15s Super Youth League 
squad. 


All interested players should 
contact as soon as possible: 


Mr Chris Bouzanis 


Tei: (02) 04185 11488 


tion of new lights to the 
grounds to enable later starts, 
in cooler conditions, plus the 
sudden withdrawal of New 
Caledonia (as reported in 
ABSW last week), 
Australia’s first match will 
now kick off tomorrow 
Wednesday), but against the 
re-drawn American Samoa, 


Coaches Angie 
Postecoglou and Steve 
O'Connor, have installed the 
ACT’s midfielder Carl Valeri 
as captain of the Australian 
team. 

The 16 year old Valeri 
who plays for the A.LS., will 
have the Northern Spirit’s 16 
year old defender, Alex 


Angie Postecogiou: National Coach of the 


Under 17s. 


Wilkinson, as his Vice cap- 
fain. 

Australia’s Group 1 
Oceania Qualifying sched- 
ule, is as follows: 


Wednesday December 
6th, vs American Samoa 
Spm (AEST). 


Friday, December 8th, vs 
Papua New Guinea 3pm. 
(AEST). 

Sunday, December 10th, 
vs Solomon Islands 3pm. 
(AEST), 

Tuesday, December 12th, 
vs Samoa Spm (AEST), 


Group 1 

Australia has been drawn 
into Group 1, alongside 
American Samoa, - Papua 
New Guinea, Samoa and the 
Solomon Islands. 

The winner of Group | in 
Samoa will play off the win- 
ner of Group 2 on a home 
and away basis. 

The two Groups will each 
play a Round Robin, (Group 
2 which includes the stronger 
New. Zealand and Fiji will 
play its Round Robin some= 
time in March) 

The Champions of 
Oceania will then head off by 


direct entry to Trinidad and, 


Tobago for the FIFA Under 
17s World Finals next year-. 


-™ 


a 


ladder. 

“They play a fluent style of 
football and have a resilient 
defence,” Mitchell said. 

The Power have giant strik- 
er Hamilton Thorp in doubt for 
Sunday with a leg injury. 

Should Thorp fail a late fit- 
ness test, the mobile Joel 
Griffiths would come in. to 
partner the experienced 
import, Joe Miller in the 
attack-line. 

Miller last Friday night 
scored a first half double that 
lifted the Power to a 3-2 win 
over Sydney United, 

Sunday night will be a very 
special occasion for the 
Power's towering sweeper 
and former World Cup captain. 
Alex Tobin. 

It will be Tobin’s 445th 
game in the NSL, equalling the 
long-standing record in uny 
footballing code, set by 
Tobin's former Adelaide City 
teammate, the now retired, 
magnificent Sergio Melta. 

Melta racked-up all his 445 
games with the ‘Black and 
Whites’, whilst Tobin~ will 
have played all his. bar nine 


Alex Tobin: Record 
equalling 445 games in 
the NSL. 
matches, also with Adeluide 

City 

Since moving this season 
from Adelaide City, Tobin has 
takenover the Power's sweep- 
er role, leaving Nick Orlic and 
Joe Vrkic to pick up as the twin 
central markers, 


BECOME A KEY PLAYER IN THE WORLD GAME 


Soccer Canberra 


(ACT Soccer Federation) 


CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 


Soccer Canberra is the peak body responsible for organising 
and promoting soccer in the ACT and surrounding region. 
The organisation is recruiting a highly skilled, committed and 
dynamic CEO capable of managing the demands of a high 
profile, expanding sporting organisation. 


The CEO will report to the Board of Directors and is 
responsible for the general management, strategic direction 
and daily operations of all Soccer Canberra's activities and 
programs. 


The successful applicant will possess particularly strong 
communication, human resource and financial management 
skills. 


A Position Description, including selection criteria, can be 
obtained by telephoning 02 6260 4000 or e-mailing 
soccercanberra@dynamite.com.au 


Salary will be negotiable, commensurate 
with skills and experience. 


Please forward applications by e-mail 
or by PO Box 50 Curtin ACT 2605 by 
COB Friday 15th December 2000 


www.soccercanberra.com.au 


{U|T|S| 


UNEVERSITY OF 
TECHNGLOGY. SYDNEY 
After the success of season 2000, the 
Division 5 Champions, UTS, are looking for 
EXPERIENCED PLAYERS for our NSW Men's 
State League teams competing in Div 4 in 
season 2001. 


Pre-Season training and trials will 
commence on Wednesday. 6th December 
2000. Training nights will vary to 
accommodate players schedule. 
Pre-season training will take place at 
Centennial Park. 


For further details, please contact: 
‘Manny Spanoudakis (ist Grade Coach) 
on 0414-464373 
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_The Good Oil ... 


AN NSI captain, 
Plath rh 8 
bloke by nature), unveiled 
some good, but uncharat- 
teristic: humour to. ‘Good 


Serhaus 


ut i some 
cerning the condition, as 

elas quality of iis Club's 
home pitch. 

“In the past,” he told 
‘Good Oil’, “we have had 
some terrible surfaces over 
the years to play on at 
home. 

“But we always had a 
good, strong squad. 

“This season we have an 
excellent playing surface, 
but a terrible NSL squad.” 


Don’t worry son, this 
will also be fixed. And soon. 

You still have 22 Rounds 
left to play in the League. 

Besides, your Club 
Directors will be doing 
some off-the-pitch ‘garden- 
ing’ themselves soon. 

Sometime later this week 
the Club’s Directors will be 
‘pruning’ at least four 
players from its NSL 
squad. 

6000 
OALS are coming at a 
premium for the NSL’s 
top eight marksmen. 

Last weekend, only the 
Brisbane Strikers’ experi- 
enced Paul Foster and South 
Melbourne’s dynamic cap- 
tain, Paul Trimboli, managed 
to hit the target and add to 
their tally. 

Carlton’s explosive-paced 
striker, Archie Thompson, 
despite not having scored for 
the past two weeks, still leads 
the goal-charts with six to his 


Paul Foster: Brisbane Strikers’ experienced 


name 

Bracketted in second posi- 
tion ‘are Canberra's vastly 
under-rated Jon Angelucci, 
he Spirits’ Janky Ben 


Damian Mori® and South 


five minutes from the bell, 


wet ne Ww wiry 
grab all three League points 
for Brisbane, but greatly 
assist his team to inflict on 
the League leaders, Sydney 
Olympic. their very first loss 
of the season. 

The Queenslanders defeat- 
ed Olympic 2-1 at the 
Suncorp Stadium. 

e000 

ONIGHT, (Tuesday), 

in the NSW Premier 
League, the Leichhardt 
Tigers play their previously 
abandoned Round 2 match 
against St George at 
Lambert Park, on Marion 
Street, Leichhardt. 

In the initial game some 
weeks ago, match referee 
Boyd McGregor was forced 
to call off the game-early in 
the second half because of 
poor lighting. 

Two minutes into the sec- 
ond half, and with St 
George leading 9-1, one 
complete set of Lambert 
Park’s brand new flood- 
lights, (costing $110,000), 
crashed, plunging a small 
section of the pitch into 
semi-darkness. 

The frantic electrical 
contractors hurriedly 
arrived, and after some 11 
minutes of delay, the lights 
went back on and the 
natch was re-commenced. 

But within three min- 
utes, the same lights again 
crashed and the match was 
abandoned. 

Officials of the 
Leichhardt Tigers had 
pleaded with the NSW 
Soccer Federation for this 
game to be played during 
the Premier League’s three 
week break — between 
December 16th and 
January 6th. 

Permission however was 
denied to the Tigers. 

Last Friday night the 


marksman. 
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Tigers also had their away- 
match te Canterbury 
Marrickville washed out. 


that sume night, the NSI 
pare between the 
Parramatta Power and 

: Unite at the 


Leichhardt Tigers tonight 
piny- St George at Lambert 
Park. 

The main match kicking 
off at 7pm. 


games, 

Former Sydney Olympic 
goalie, Gary Meier, is in 
second spot with 88 ‘clean 
sheets’ from 296 games, all 
with Olympic. 


Steve Karavatakis: Leichhardt Tigers’ captain and 


goalscorer. 
ee Meier had achieved just 
HE BRISBANE one ‘clean sheet’ ahead of 
STRIKERS last former internationals, 


Saturday night more than rel- 
ished the opportunity to play 
at home, (Suncorp Stadium), 
against League leaders 
Sydney Olympic, 

Tt was the Strikers’ first 
home match since November 


4th. John Kosmina’s lads 
soundly responded by toss- 
ing the previously undefeat- 
ed Olympic, 2-1. 

The Strikers in the first 
eight Rounds have only 
played at home twice. 

This Saturday again the 
Strikers will be doing the 
‘Willie Nelson’ and are ‘On 
The Road Again’, this time 
to Mobil Park to play the 
Eastern Pride at 5 pm. 

G00 


OBBY 
Newcastle 


CATLIN, 
United’s 


* giant goalkeeper, is poised 


to create an NSL record for 
having kept 100 ‘clean 
sheets’. 

Already the gentle giant 
holds the record with 99 


John Kosmina: Brisbane’s coach. 


Mike Gibson and Tony 
Pezzano. 


Having previously 


played for Apia, Marconi 
and Sydney Olympic, the 
35 year old Catlin has this 
season kept just one clean 


sheet in the five games he’s 
played. 

The ‘bulk of Catlin’s 
clean sheets’ were for his 
second §=6 club 
where in ten years he 
pulled off an incredible 70 
block-puts in 209 games 
between 1987 and1997, 
Neweastle United. head 


it SuNnCay £ Tor 


Marconi, 


the 
Power’s 
towering skipper and former 
Australian World Cup cap- 
tain, this Sunday night at the 
Belmore Sports Ground will 
equal his former team-mate 
Sergio Melta’s all-time and 
long standing record of hav- 
ing played 445 NSL games. 
The magnificent Melta set 
the record whilst playing as a 


Parramatta 


Alex Tobin: This Sunday will equal the NSL match 


he Good Oil ... 


Mickey Petersen: Makes new signing last week. 


The Australian defender 
recently returned to 
Melbourne from the Greek 
first division side Ethnikos 
Asteras. 


record. 


midfielder or defender with 
Adelaide City between 1977 
and 1995, 

Melta’s monumental 
match record is the highest of 
any footballing code in 
Australia. 


The Power this Sunday 


night will meet Sydney 
Olympic at 6.30pm. 
eG06 
OUTH MELBOURNE 
late last week signed up 
young defender Nick Tolios 
on a six month loan deal. 


Bobby Catlin: Poised to set ‘100 Clean Sheets’ 


Tolios had a two week 
trial in England with 
Premier League side, Aston 
Villa last season. 

“Playing overseas is a 
fantastic experience, but 
not easy when you leave on 
your own. 

“] was fortunate to meet 
up with Joe Bacak who 
helped me settle in,” stated 
the 19-year-old former 
Carlton goalscoring utility. 

Souths’ Head coach 
Mickey Petersen was elated 
to include Tolios on his 
playing staff. 

ecco 

COTT -CHIPPER- 

FIELD, Wollongong 
Wolves’ mobile left flanker, 
returned last week from a 
two week trial with England 
first divsion outfit, Bolton 
Wanderers. 

It’s still uncertain as to 
whether ‘Chippers’ will be 
offered a contract by Bolton. 

Meanwhile Chipperfield’s 
one match suspension was 
served against Canberra 
whilst he was in England. 


e000 

OCCER AUSTRALIA 

has turned down the 
invitation from the 
Federacio Catalana de 
Futbol in Barcelona to play 
2 match there on December 
22. National coach Frank 
Farina stated: “We obvi- 
ously would have loved to 
have played the game, but 
circumstances of the 
game’s classification have 
meant we cannot guarantee 
the same side as turned out 
for Scotland. 

“We don’t want to do the 
wrong thing, either for our- 
selves, or by the Catalan 
Federation, by not playing 
our best possible team on 
such an important occasion 
for their Federation. 

“Spain is a highly 
respected world football 
power and it would not be 
in the spirit of fair play to 
send a team which does not 
truly represent the best 
Australian talent avail- 
able,” concluded Farina. 

This match was never 
going to be classed as a full 
‘A? International by FIFA. 
Soccer Australia would 
have been powerless to 
enforce FIFA Regulations 
to ensure our Euro-based 
players would have to be 
released by their respective 
clubs. 

The Spaniards in their 
invitation, specifically tar- 
getted the same Australian 


SUMBRO 


Scott Chippertield: 
Back from England last 
week. 


FOR ABSW ADVERTISIN 
CALL JOHN, DIRECT ON 


(O02) 9744 6984 


ABSW }6s 


The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


line-up to tour their coun- 
try as the one that recently 
took Scotland apart. 

Because of the match 
elassification, Farina would 
aye been totally prevented 
from. obtaining the auto- 
matic release from Euro 
clubs of his playing staff 
such as national captain 
Paul Okon, Stan Lazaridis, 
Tony ~ Vidmar,; Brett 
Emerton, Danny: Tiatto, 
Paul Agostino and, Mark 
Viduka. 


before again returning tt 
Souths. 
There’s no place like 


home they say, 


ecoe 
AVID MITCHELL, 
the Parramatta 


Power’s Head coach, last 
Friday night knocked up 
his 50th victory in the NSL 
when. the Power narrowly 
downed a defiant Sydney 
United’ 3-2 at . the 
Parramatta Stadium. 
Having briefly coached 


Frank Farina: Forced to knock back Spanish 
invitation. 


9000 
ON BOUTSIANIS, 
South Melbourne’s bril- 


liant exponent of hitting . 


dead-balls, played his 150th 
NSL game for Souths last 
Saturday night at the Bruce 
Stadium against the Canberra 
Cosmos, 

The 28 year old lethal left 
footer made his debut with 
Souths in 1989 before mov- 
ing to Collingwood for one 
season in 1996. 

With Collongwood’s 
demise from the League after 
one season, Boutsianis the 
following year returned to 
Souths for one more season. 

In 1998 he signed for the 
Perth Glory for one season. 


Con Boutsianis: Racks 
up 150 games for 
Souths. 


SYDNEY UNIVERSITY 


SOCCER FOOTBALL CLUB 


Is proud to-announce its promotion to Division 
One of the NSW Soccer Federation and the 
appointment of Stewart Porter as our new first 
grade coach. 


Players are invited-to attend pre-season trials for 
our U21 and U18 squads which will take place: 
On 9th and 16th December 2000 
(both Saturdays) 


Venue; 
At John's College Oval, Sydney University. 
(entry off Missenden Road) 


Time: _10,00am 


For further details please contact: 
Simon Philips (9380 8553), 
Jim Zamitt (9743 3123) or 
Chris Bowman (9552 6429) 


You do not have to attend Sydney Uni to play 
for our Club 


'SUSFC proudly sponsored by: 
THE FOREST LODGE HOTEL 
Georges Electronics, Big Boyz Toyz, Create IT 
Recruitment, Flinders Asset Management, 
David Jordan, Barrister 


Sydney Olympic, Sydney 
United(two seasons), and 
the ‘Power, Mitchell’s 
record now reads, 112 
games, 50 wins and 25 
draws. 

The Power this Sunday 
night are away to League 
leaders Sydney Olympic at 


David Mitchell: The Power’s Head coach. 


the Belmore 
Ground. 
ecce 
IWO OF MARCONT’s 
star new signings, 
sweeper, Angelo Costanzo 
and robust striker, Royce 
Brownlie, both had excellent 
games last Saturday night 
against the Auckland Kingz. 

Costanzo who was signed 
during the off season from 
Adelaide City, had been used 
as a sweeper by Marconi. 

But last Saturday night 
Costanzo was pushed for- 
ward into a ‘screening’ role 
in front of his twin-stoppers 
Mark Babic and Dominic 
Longo while Buddy Farah 
slotted into the role of lateral 
defender. 

The 19 year old strapping 
striker Brownlie, who was 
signed from the Brisbanc 
Lions, also had a top game, 
nailing two of Marconi’s 
three goals. 

“Tt’s about time be started 
to. knock them in,” jested 
Costanzo about his new 
team-mate Brownlie last 
Saturday night at the 
Marconi Stadium. 

eeee 
HE FUTSAL WORLD 
CUP FINAL that was 
played in Guatemala yes- 


Sports 


terday, (Monday), morning 
aes.t., was. surprisingly 
won by Spain who defeated 
the red-hot favourites 
Brazil by 4-3. 


This was the fourth 


Futsal World Cup Final, 
with Brazil having won all 
three previous Cups. 


From yesterday's 
Futsal Final, Spain's 
jubilant goalkeeper 

Ricardo, holds aloft the 
newly won Futsal World 
Cup. 


Angelo Costanzo (feft) with double-scorer 


Royce Brownlie. 


eecee 

ABLO CARDOZO, 

Sydney Olympics’ crack 
striker, after spending some 
months. with this season’s 
newly promoted team 
Athinaikos to the Greek first 
division, suddenly returned 
to Sydney last ~ Saturday. 
night. 


The 


contract with the Greek club 
till the end of December. but 
asked to be released earlier. 
It’s believed that he has 
been chased by his ald club 


-top goalscoring . 
Cardozo had only signed a - 


Olympic, as well as current 
League champions the 
Wollongong Wolves. 

During the last NSL off- 
season, Graham Amold was 
also interested in signing 
Cardozo for the Northern 
Spirit, 

“J haven’t spoken to any- 
one since my return, and 
would like to keep my 
options open,” Cardozo told 
‘Good Oil’ last night. 

“My intentions are to stay 
in Australia till at least the 
end of this current season. 

“My stay in Greece was a 
real learning experience,” 
Cardozo said. 

Maiy clubs in Greece are 
currently experiencing Shan 
cial turmoils, 

Some clubs are known to 
not have paid their players 
for up to two months. 


Pablo Cardozo: Back in 
Sydney from Greece. 


Rothmens Football Year Book 2001 
News Of The World Footbail risa! 2001 


David 

David Ginola — New Book — 
Paulo DI Canio — New Book 
David Seaman 


All Credit Cards, Cheques & Money Orders accepted. 
Add $8 for Postage & Packaging anywhere in Australia. 


80 Flinders Street, Melbourne. Victoria. 3000. 


Telephone: (03) 9662 1085 or (03) 9662 1086 : 


Fax: 


{03) 9662 1282 


www.melisportsbooks.com.au 


Dulwich Hill S.C. is @ Super League club. The Club 
is a multicultural Soccer Club which is open to all 
who love Soccer and are keen to participate. 


Where: Tempe Reserve 

Who: U13’s, U14’s, U15’s, U16’s 

When: Tuesday December 5 
Thursday December 7 


Time: U13’s & U15’s S5pm-6.30pm 
U14’s & ut 6’s 6.30pm-8pm 


Enquiries: Club Secretary D. Martins: Ph: 0412 O76 212 
Director Of Coaching Alan Paine: Ph: $545 1442 
Youth Lengue Co-Ordinator Brian Fong 0419 255 951 
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OFF THE CROSSBAR 


a 


* 
Fy 
By Allan Crisp 


BITTER MEMORIES 


lhe SBS World Sports retro special “The 

Mourning After” brilliantly revived the bitter 
Memories that genuine soccer supporters had locked 
away for three years. 

Understandably, there were many people who 
refused to watch replays of that hurtful expenence. It 
was interesting that some of the Australian players 
also took the Ostrich approach. 

Above all else, Kyle Patterson's marvelous docu- 
mentary rekindled debate on the reasons behind the 
Socceroo slide when they allowed a 2-0 lead to 
degenerate into a disastrous 2-2, World Cup cop-out 
draw, 

There can be no doubt that the Socceroo’s failure 
to polish off Iran after completely dominating the 
visitors, ranked highly among Australiais all-time 
greatest sporting tragedies. 

It could even be said that the awe-inspiring night 
at the MCG, that soured into silent disbelief when 
the final whistle sounded, was more disappointing 
than Sir Donald Bradman falling for a duck in his 
final Test Match innings. 

Back in November, 1997, we all held views on the 
cause and pointed accusing fingers in whal we 
regarded as the appropriate direction of those we per- 
ceived as responsible. 

There can be little argument that serial pest Peter 


Hore, who perhaps should be the subject of pity 
rather than blame, was the wretched wreck who 
started the rot. 

At that time, Australia was at the peak of their 
game and playing some of the best football produced 
by an Aussie team. 

The Socceroos momentum and concentration was 
shot to ribbons and the time lapse to repair the goal 
netting allowed the Iran camp to overcome their shell 
shocked state. 

But, equally as responsible for the unbelievable 
invasion were the unprofessional security guards for 
allowing the nutter to leap the fence. 

Blame must also be attributed to Hungarian refer- 
ee Sandor Puhl, who allowed only seven minutes of 
time added for stoppages in the second half. 

Considering that the net incident stopped the 
match for six minutes, it is obvious that Puhl did not 
compensate for the many stalling tactics employed 
by the Iranians after they drew level. 

Hindsight theories shoved the blame on coach 
Terry Venables for not making the “right” changes in 
the crucial stages of the second half, 

The 80,000 coaches in the MCG stands all had 
their opinions on why Australia had failed to qualify 
for France. 

Australian defender Stan Lazaridis mirrored the 
feelings of millions when he lay prone on the pitch, 
long after the final whistle had blown, too shattered 
to move his aching body and mind. 

Tf ever the phrase, gallant in defeat, applied to a 
side that had not lost a game but squandered a gold- 
en opportunity to achieve fame and riches. it surely 
was Australia thatnight. 


ENTER THE PATRIOTS 


ppugnator Audissimus, Defensor Callissimus, 
Perfector Fortissimus. {In attack most daring, In 
defence most cunning; In endurance most steadfast). 


That is the motto of the new northem areas 
Premier League club ii the Playford City Patriots — 
the team that has replaced the financially troubled 
South Australian Soccer League club, Elizabeth City 
Rams. 

Thanks to the intervention of a group of local 
business people, the club has been saved from 
extinction. 

The club's assets at Ramsay Park have been pur- 
chased by the group which has rebadged the club 
after the council area. 

Current senior coach Alby Kidd retains his posi- 
tion for the 2001 season kick-off with many out- 
standing new signings in the offing. 

Former Australian Youth international goalkeeper 
David Miller has been at pre-season training and is 
likely to be joined by Scott Wilson, lured out of 
retirement, former Adelaide City and West Adelaide 
midfielder Mark Brazzale, Cumberland United 
Premiership winning stars, Andy Leane and Matt 
Viltios and Geoff Gillard, 

Last season troupers Andy Thomson, Mark 
Henry, Sam Farncombe, Shane Pearce and Leigh 
Robertson also look set to resume for the new club. 

Joint club patrons will be ex-Captain Socceroo, 
Johnny Warren (SBS TV) and French medical pro- 
fessor Eric Bouffet, who is now in Canada. 

The Patriots logo, to be featured on the front of the 
team shirts, incorporates a US Patriot short range 
guided missile. 

The proposed strip colours are white shirts with 
maroon trim and maroon shorts with maroon and 
white socks with Patriots on the side. 

The club will field 11 teams — seniors, reserves, 
Under 19, UL7 (2), UI5 (2), U14, U13, U12 and a 
woman’s team. 

Elizabeth City junior chairman Grant Taylor will 
have a key co-ordinating role in the new structure. 


Club spokesperson, lan Luker said the new own- 


ers wished to remain anonymous. “They have 2 


strong vision for the future of the club and for soccer 
in the northern suburbs. 

“Continuity with the past is the intention. “The § 
owners will issue some 30 lifetime passes to the @ 
Elizabeth City life members and long time support- 
ers, Luker said. 


PATRIOTIC VOICE 


rmer Elizabeth City resident and apprentice fj 
plumber, John (The Voice) Farmham and his man- & 
ager Glen Wheatley have given the Playford City 9 
Patriots the OK for their song “Out There to Win” to } 


be the club’s home match anthem. 


TEEN RECORD 


tatistical guru Andrew Howe has acknowledged J 
our thoughts that the recent Force v Spirit game 


produced a record with five different teenagers, 
Louis Brain, Scott Tunbridge and Ivan Karlovic 
(Force) and Simon Catanzaro and Ben Burgess 
(Spirit) breaking the barriers as the scorers, But, 


Andrew points out that there were other higher scor- 


ing games when teenagers netted, but they were not 
the sole scorers. 


Allan’ Crisp can be heard on the SRPH 
Breakfast Soccer Show each Tuesday from 
7.30pm-9am,. along with former Australian 
international John Perin, Channel! 10 Sports 
Presenter Robbie Popplestone, the “Advertiser” 
soccer writer Meno Toutsidis and the Australian 
and British Soccer Weekly editor Vince Battiato. 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


By Otte Bader 


wre Showed Stamina — last Friday 
night at Newcastle in appalling weather 
conditions the Wolves re-grouped, dug deep 
and took the points in a solid performance. 
Congratulations to coach Ron Corry who 
believes in the determination and will to win of 
his players. 

Well done boys, the fans in Wollongong are 
buzzing. Another tough weekend trip awaits 
them travelling to South Melboume, the side 
must show the spirit of champions to win. 

The young Wolves experienced their first 
defeat, going down at Newcastle. Being 1-0 
ahead earlier, the score was 1-1 at the break. In 
the second haif the boys left their fighting spir- 
it in the sheds, allowing several lapses in 
defence. 

Coach Eddie Tesoro needs to renew the will 
to perform and will have his say at training dur- 
ing the week. 

Bona 

oach Takes Actions — Wolves coach Ron 

Corry was not happy with some of his 
players after the loss against Canberra. The 
camp reports strong words were spoken and 
possible fines in money terms mentioned. 
Striker Sasho Petrovski will be out for two 
weeks and Dino Mennillo missed the 
Newcastle game. 

Both suspensions could have been prevented 
with a little bit more self-discipline. Luckily 
striker Scott Chipperfield, after missing only 
one game not two as was originally assumed, is 
back in action. 

His trial with English First Division soccer 
club Bolton Wanderers was cut short due to bad 
weather conditions not allowing outside match- 
es as planned. 

It could be that Chipperfield will be given 
another chance later on and possibly watched 
by a scout from England while playing for the 
Wolves. 

Meantime focal striker Frank Barila has 
been given a 12 weeks trial contract to show his 
merits and both parties are free to negotiate 
after the time expires. 

Barila is keen to impress and hopes to get 
enough playing lime to prove his worth to the 
coaching staff. 

The good news is that classy defender Alvin 


Ceccoli is back in action. He survived without 
complaints a torrid match in Newcastle. 

Wolves upcoming star defender David 
Huxley, demanding a starting spot this year due 
his dominant performances, scored his first 
goals ever for the club against Canberra, it was 
his first in the NSL. 

With his engagement and young playing 
career there is hope more goals are coming. 

English midfielder Max Nicholson has been 
offered a contract by the Wolves and is hopeful 
the paperwork goes through quickly, 2 visa is 
involved and that could mean 
delays. He has been training 
with the club for about onc 
month and looks now sharp 
enough to be considered by 
coach Ron Corry, 


P90) SE te He 8 


Juniors or seniors, functions or just appear- 
ances. It is a good idea to open the line of com- 
munications. 
SHEE 
ra Soccer — the feeder source of soc- 
cer generally — has just elected experienced 
administrators to lead Junior Soccer in 2001 
The election of the new Board of Directors for 
the Illawarra Junior Soccer Association Inc. at 
the recent AGM confirmed long time adminis- 
trators plus the addition of some proven soc- 
cer people. 
President elect, Mrs 
Florence Stephenson, 
defeated another nominee 
comfortable, and returns 
after an absence of several 
seasons due to other sport 


q 


Another prospect to Start > rs commitments. 
training with the club is for- . , Her knowledge in the 
mer local striker Paul Harris 4 = 3 administration of large spor- 


who spent three years in 
England, playing with a Third 


Division club and returned this “ye = 
week due to family reasons. 


ing organisations will of bene- 

fit for the expected 8.500 
Junior soccer players to regis- 
ter next year. The numbers could 
even swell to over 9,000 going by the 


was Club Championship — qualifi- “sS* interest created with the successful Wolves. 


cation games are still up in the air with 
the venues shifting from week to week. Surely 
Soccer Australia will not allow the games to be 
played in Papua New Guinea considering 
reports of danger for visitors from local ele- 


ments. 
aT | 
otves Youngster Jay Lucas left with the 
“Australian U/17 side for the qualification 
tournament in Samoa. he has been in camp at 
the AIS in Canberra and is looking forward to 
action now. 
SEEE 

pread the word of soccer — Director of 

Promotions and Public Relations newly 
appointed to the Wolves Board John Lambert is 
determined to win over the. public of all 
Wollongong. He is out to improve the lines of 
communications with local soccer fans and 
clubs. . 
It is a step in the right directions. Local soc- 
cer bodies wishing to lift their own image can 
now contact John Lambert through the Wolves 
office and whatever assistance possible will be 
provided, in form of players attending games, 
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Treasurer elect, Mr John Munro, was re- 
elected unopposed, involved in soccer for many 
years on club and association level. 

Senior Vice President elect, Mrs Sheila 
Morris was elected unopposed, having served 
years in soccer administration all. 

Junior Vice President elect, Mrs Joan 
Hudson was elected unopposed, well known in 
soccer circles, also working for the Senior 
body. 

Dane 
ommunity Helpers Wanted — all local 
soccer clubs want to attract adult persons 
to assist in running the day to day routine, 

Shellharbour City President Denis Morris 
calls upon idfe gents and ladies looking to fill in 
a few hours enjoying company with others to 
come along and join in the development of a 
progressive soccer club, call Denis on 425 
60791 or mobile phone 0409 560791 or come 
around to Keith Bond Oval on Wednesday 
nights from 6pm. 

Your help would be appreciated not only by 
one club but the same applies to other local 


sporting groups. 


By Graham Cooke 


inks between the two oldest 
national league sports in the 

ACT have been strengthened in 
recent weeks with soccer’s Cosmos and 
the Canberra Cannons (basketball) tak- 
j ing part in a joint fitness training ses- 
sion. 

Members of the clubs were also at each 
other’s games over the weekend. The 
Cannons’ stars sat in the Bruce Stadium 
stand to watch the Cosmos against South 
Melbourne on Saturday, while on Sunday 
the Cosmos returned the favour by cheer- 
ing on the Cannons against Brisbane 
| Bullets in their NBL fixture. 

Relations between the two clubs have 
not always been so cordial although the 


‘By Graham Cooke 


Canberra Olympic and 
Canberra City stalwart Oscar 
Langone has been appointed 


coach of Belconnen: United's ACT 
: Premiership team for the 2001 winter 
season, 

The announcement, by club president 
Tony Paterson,-ended speculation. on the 
structure of the club now that it is also 
running“teams in the NSW. Premier 
League. : 

Lino Fiorese the previous ACT coach, 
now in charge of the NSW side, will take 
the title of head coach, but: his -winter 
responsibilities will be more directed 
towards overseeing the development’ of 
Belconnen’s huge junior base through 
the Belnorth and Belsouth clubs, 

+Langone, who: once coached Fiorese, 
said he realised his responsibility was 
first and foremost to develop players for 


ACT LINKS STRENGTHENED 


LANGONE JOINS BELCONNEN 


then Canberra City, founding members of 
the NSL in 1977, did offer advice to the 
fledgling Cannons when they got started 
two years later. 

When City fell out of the national 
league in 1986 an approach was made to 
both the Cannons and the Canberra 
Raiders rugby league team for a combined 
marketing organisation, but the overtures 
were rejected. 

Neither team has enjoyed much success | 
in recent years, with the Cannons going 
through a particularly bad spell this sea- § 
son, now the hope is that by pooling exper- 4 
tise, engaging in joint promotions and mar- § 
keting — and avoiding clashes with each 
other’s fixtures — both will be able to 
prosper. 

Ina small market like Canberra, there is 
really no other choice. 


the NSW side, 

“The club committee has told me ] am 
not expected to win’ premierships,” he 
said. “That does not mean we will not be 
going all aut to do so,” 

Langone. is no stranger to success, 
haying taken Olympic to a grand final in 
the early 1980s. After Canberra City he 
had a season with Queanbeyan City and 
most recently has been ‘doing some 
junior development work with Canberra 
Deakin. 

“Pve had a fairly quiet year, but I love 
the. game so much and I can't stay away 
for long,” he said. “And with Belconnen 
T know I have a cleb which is 100 per 
cent behind football.” 

He said he would begin training after 
the Australia Day weekend in January. 
Tony Head will coach the under-23 side. 
The under-19 team boss has still to be 
named. 


CARLTON - ON THE BRINK OF EXTINCTION 


Melbourne looked on in 
amazement as its troubled 
national league club 
Carlton lurched to the brink 
of extinction last week. 
Victorian editor Bert van 
Bedaf observed the proceed- 
ings that began with a play- 
ers-revolt and ended with a 
refusal by Soccer Australia 
to bail Carlton out of its 
financial troubles. 


“Wi a week is a Jong time 
ge politics — and the 

people of Queensland 
will know all about that —, 
the people of Carlton-will 
be shaking their heads and 
looking for the bottle. It 
was that bad, 

It’s been a week of uncer- 
tainty to put it mildly, start- 
ing last Tuesday. 

In its fourth year, Carlton 
has not progressed. Up to 
this point, it has been a trou- 
bled era of decline with dif- 
ferent chairmen, different 
ownership, different venues, 
loss of general manager, loss 
of sponsors and miniscule 


Simon Colosimo: Rejected an offer from Dundee. 


support for the Blues. 

More troubling is there’s 
no indication that Carlton’s 
strategy of being a “broadly 
based, non-aligned” club, 
without support from a par- 
ticular ethnic background, 
such as the Melbourne 
Knights (Croatian) or South 
Melbourne (Greek), is bear- 
ing fruit. 


This may have something 
to do with Melbourne. 
Unlike Sydney, it is not a 
city, but a town. It is not cos- 
mopolitan but a collection of 
tribal enclaves, 

Melbourne is multicultur- 
al, but it is not free flowing. 
Melbourne has more ghettos. 
than Warsaw before the 
Second World War, with 
each ethnically based group 


Peter Jess: Millions 
invested in Carlton. 


predominantly living in 
some part of the suburban 
landscape. 

Add to that the complex 
alliances of people, towards 
their “home country” clubs 
and to their Australian 
Football League preferences, 
it quickly becomes apparent 
this is not a climate con- 
ducive to setting up a so- 
called “mainstream” club, 
Especially not when it is 
called Carlton with its AFL 
baggage further dragging it 
down, 


La 


That does not mean that 
Melbourne is “on- 
Australian”. Both at the 
MCG, for the Socceroos 
match against Iran in 1997 
and the Olyroos against the 
Italians earlier this year, 
Melbourne offered record 
crowds. Obviously, there’s 
an internal and external 
nature to Melbournians. It is 


a matter of discovering how 
to unlock the magic door. 

Carlton, really, is and is in 
a mess. Owner Peter Jess, an 
Aussie Rules football players 
agent, realises it more than 
anyone else. He’s got mil- 
lions of dollars invested in 
the club and nothing to show, 
for it. 

Carlton, as a commercial 
concern, is a dud. 

Overseas sales planned for 
players like Simon Colosimo 
and Archie Thompson fell 
through. The attempted sales 
were acts of a desperate man 
in need of high finances. 

They were also the deeds 
of someone who’s not really 
interested in sport other than 
treating it as a business. Jess 
is a farmer of sporting talent. 

He bought Carlton and 
wanted to tum it into his 
ranch, It is the place where 
you spot the good seed, 
breed and sell on. 

But clubs don’t work out 
like that. They’re not facto- 
ries. They also need passion, 
sponsors, a history, a her- 
itage, a tradition, a home 


“ground and supporters. 


These are the qualities 
lacking at Carlton. All it has 
is 22 players and some are 
rather good at what they’re 
doing. But last week, they’d 
had jack of it and threatened 
striking. 

They claimed~ back-pay, 
owing to them from 
November 15, causing them 
hardship in rent payments 
and food purchases. Some of 
them earn $600 a week, oth- 
ers are on bigger salaries. 

Jess said players were paid 
in advance. Wages weren't 
due until! December 1 and 
they would be paid. Players 
also were worried, they 
would not be insured against 
on-field injury, 

The dispute drew into the 
debate a menagerie of concil- 
iators, including _ the 
Professional Footballers 
Association boss Brendan 
Schwab, Soccer Australia 
chief executive.. David 
Woolley, Jess’s financial 
adviser Ken Stout, Jess’s 
consultant Phil Cleary and 
Carlton players’ representa- 
tive Sean Douglas. 

“Everyone wants to sort 
this out and turn the club 
around,” Douglas said. 

Carlton’s tall defender and 
former Scottish international 
David McPherson also spoke 
publicly. “The players under- 
stand the financial con- 
straints on the club. But 
we've signed contracts and 
we want to be paid,” said 
McPherson, who reputedly 
earns more than $3000 a 
week, 

Schwab said. “We're try- 
ing to reach an agreement, 
where there’s some security 
for the players and the ongo- 
ing viability of Carlton.” 

Cleary, a former player 


Sean Douglas: Carlton’s player representative. 


coach of Aussie Rules foot- 
ball club Coburg and a one- 
time independent federal 
politician, put his finger of 
Jess’s dilemma. 

“{’ve told Jess, he’s pay- 
ing too much money. Carlton 
is providing remuneration at 
the rate the sport can’t pay.” 

Jess pointed to the sale of 
players as the club’s saviour. 
“Pye got an offer in front of 
me for a player. It’s in writ- 
ing, It’s a matter whether the 
player decides to go.” 

But the following day 
Simon Colosimo appeared to 
have rejected an offer to join 
Scottish club Dundee. Jess 
was said to be happy with $1 
million for Colosimo, who is 
also reportedly believed to be 
worth three times that much. 
Colosimo’s transfer would 
also involve a substantive 
shareholding in Carlton for 
Dundee, 

The whole deal reeked of 
acattle yard sale. Colosimo’s 
manager George 
Christopoulos denied his 
client had knocked back the 
deal. “But you can’t put pres- 
sure on a player. You can’t 
say you’ve got to do this or 
your team-mates will lose 
their jobs. In the end. his 
(Jess’s) financial problems 
and Simon’s career are sepa- 
rate issues,” he said. 

Carlton captain Andrew 
Marth, who is a part-time 
player and holds a full time 
job with a manvfacturing 
company, offered to play 
without pay. 

Goalkeeper Dean 
Anastasiadis, who also runs a 
service station besides his 


soccer, also came to 
Carlton's defence. “Carlton 
has come a long way. 


It would be tragic, if it 
doesn’t continue,” he said. 
By the end of the week, 


Schwab had devised a rescue 
plan. He asked Soccer 
Australia to use Carlton’s 
bank guarantee and licence 
fee, amounting to $500,00, 
as a fund to meet player pay- 
ments. 

“Our concern is that 
Carlton continues in the 
league for the remainder of 
the season. The guarantee 
and the fee could be put in a 
trust account to meet player 
payments and other staff 
over the next four months,” 
Schwab suggested. 

But Soccer Australia’s 
NSL general manager Stefan 
Kamasz rejected the deal, 
saying, “If we assisted 
Carlton, other clubs in the 
league could turn around and 
say ‘We are struggling, why 
won't you support us’.” 


Carlton tried to off-load 
striker Mike Conroy, report- 
edly on a $140,000 a year 
contract and yet to score a 
goal for the Blues, to Eastern 
Pride. 

Carlton offered Conroy 
and defender Con 
Anthopoulos as free agents 
to Pride in another bid to 
raise cash. But the deals are 
yet to be struck. 

By Saturday, the players 
had not been paid. A disap- 
pointed Colosimo said, “The 
players thought the money 


Dean Anastasiadis: A tragedy if Carlton was 


would be there. But it hasn’t 
tumed up.” 

Notwithstanding, — the 
Blues were ready to play 
against Northern Spirit at 
Epping stadium last Sunday. 
“If we don’t play, Carlton’s 
finished,” Colosimo suggest- 
ed. 

Melbourne’s most trou- 
bled club breathed another 
day. But it sounded more like 
a death rattle than a stay of 
execution. It sounded suspi- 
ciously like the end. 


rior IEE wee <) 


to collapse. 


SOCCER CLUB 


JENSEN PARK, CLAPHAM ROAD, SEFTON 2162 


SUPER LEAGUE TRIALS 


For 2001 Season 


All trials will be held at Jensen Park Clapham Road, 


SEFTON 


UNDER 21 AND 1ST GRADE 


TRIALS WILL COMMENCE AT GPM 


COME AND BE PART OF THIS SUCCESSFUL CLUB 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE: 
HEAD COACH — CLAUDIO CANOSA: 0412 348 267 (MOB). 
CLUB SECRETARY — MICK SMILESKI: PH 9743 9545 (H) 
CLUB PRESIDENT — GEORGE JACKSON — 0407 175 727 
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MAN IN DEMAND 


Ww his NSL debut 
more than three years ago, 
Nick Carle was instantly 
touted as Australian soc- 
cer’s next big thing. The 
past few years have been 
frustrating, to say the least, 
for this diminutive play- 
maker, but he is now fulfill- 
ing the potential he showed 
back then. Tony Tannous 

J recently caught up with 
him over coffee in Fairfield, 

# in Sydney’s west. - 


In every Way, Nick Gaile is a 

§ man in demand. Everybody wants a 

piece of him — clubs overseas, the 

local media, his manager, coaches, 
club and teammates, 

Even opposition defenders don't 
mind a piece of him as he wrigeles 
past them with » quick combination 
of the instp. under sole anal wutside 
of his precocious lefi foot. 

A case In point was the round six 
clash wt Marconi zecently, wher, in 
heavy conditions, all. three of 
Mareoni’s yellow cards; were 
awarded for tackles on Sydney 

@ Olympic’s tricky no. 19, who 
turned 19 less than a fortnight ago. 

Dragging the ball with his studs, 
flicking it to his left or right, turning 
sharply, playing a crisp give-and-go 
with a teammate, he is a handful for 
even the most nimble defender. 

Even his club captain at 
Olympic, Ante Juric, rates Carle as 
the one bloke he would least like to 
play against in the national league. 

“Mark Viduka apart, Nick is 
without a doubt the most skilful 


TIME TO LET M 


The SBS documentary, The 
Mourning After, revisted 
Australia’s failure to clinch World 
Cup qualification for France ’98, 
drawing 2-2 with Iran at the MCG 
on November 29, 1997, ABSW’s 
Victorian editor Bert van Bedaf wit- 
nessed the drama and prefers to put 
it behind him. 


ou remember. Entering 

the inner sanctum of the 

MCG is like invading a 
giant monster. It howls and 
growls. It makes your stomach 
churn as noises echo against its 
intestines beneath the stands. 

Sport and its monumental settings 
do that to you. The *G’, with its long 
history of indelible sporting 
Moments, is an imposing edifice that 
causes your spine to stiffen with 
anxious anticipation. It makes your 
nerves stand on end. 

You remember the inspiring roar 
of the crowd. “Aussie, Aussie, 
Aussie, Oi, Oi, Oi,” wells up from 
90,000 throats. It fills the air with 
invincibility. 

You remember the euphoria at 
being 2-0 up. “We were well and 
truly on our way to France,” said 
Johnnie Warren, captain of the 
World Cup Socceroos in 1974 and 
now an SBS commentator, 


player I’ve seen or played with at 
his age,” he says. 

“His close ball skills, technique, 
vision, passing and mobility are ali 
top class.” 

And that’s coming from a man 
who has played alongside the likes 
of Brett Emerton and Jason Culing 
ut Olympic. 

But the recognition doesn’t stop 
there indeed, his manager ts Bernie 
Mandic, the former IMG man 
who’s stable of stars includes the 
names Harry Kewell, John Aloisi, 
Jacob Burns, Josip Skoko and Mile 
Sterjovski, Not bad company, 

And it's not as if Mandic signed 
him recently. He snapped Carle up 
over three years ago. That wasn’t 
long after then Sydney Olympic 

. coach Geoff Harcombe plucked 
him out of the youth team at the ten- 
der age of 15 for the opening round, 
of the 1997/98 season, 

Coming off the bench with 15 
Trinutes feft in the came against 
Marconi, lic instantly announced 
himself to the soccer world witha 
wonder strike-thut won the zame 
and stole the next monving’s head- 
lines. 

He'd become the second 
youngest scorer in NSL history 
behind Danny Wright and, perhups 
surprisingly, had made his debut 
before his older brother Leo, who is 
now playing at Nacional in 
Uruguay. 

Mandic, like so many, had heard 
all about ‘these two special South 
American brothers’ out in Fairfield 
— or "Hurry Kewell territary.’ as he 
calls it — and was ‘thrilled to beat 
every other man and his dog to 
Nick’s signature. 

“Quiside of his obvious football 
talents, Nick’s a great honest kid 
who handles himself with style and 


“Tt was the best performance, 
we've seen by an Australian team,” 
remembered South Melbourne cap- 
tain and former Socceroo, Paul 
Trimboli, with hindsight and when 
qualification seemed in the bag. 

You remember serial pest Peter 
Hore tearing down the net, delaying 
the game by six minutes. “It seemed 
like an eternity,” said goal scorer 
Aurelio Vidmar. 

Then Iran scores twice and the 
“Oi-Oi-Ois” die in the blazing flood- 
lights, like moths losing their wings. 

Australia misses out on qualifica- 
tion on the away-goal mule. The 
aggregate score is 5-4 in favor of 
Tran, who claims the 32nd and last 
spot at France “98. 

The players are shattered. There 
are floods of tears on the ground and 
in the dressing room. The crowd is 
silent, stunned and angry. Australian 
reporters in the press box. feel the 
same. People feel betrayed, robbed 
of a promise that can no longer be 
kept. 

The post-match press conference 
was like a wake. (Then) Soccer 
Australia chairman David Hill and 
coach Terry Venables put a brave 
spin on a bad night. 

Nobody asked point-blank the 
hard question. “How the hell did you 
manage to blow that one, Terry?” 


class,” he says. 

But after the initial hype and 
hysteria over Australian soccer’s 
‘next big thing’, Carle had to bide 
his time in the background at 
Olympic, his role that season limit- 
ed to cameo appearances off the 
bench. Ditto in the two years since. 

Indeed, since that memorable 
debut, Carle has played over 50 


games in the NSL, 90 percent of- 


which he estimates where as an 
“impact player”, 


out on the field: with the ball at my 
feet,” he reflects. 

“I was terribly impatient, espe- 
cially for the first couple of years,” 

But last season he learnt to chan- 
nel his frustrations towards learning 
from the players he had around him. 

“Playing with the likes of Pabs 
[Pablo Cardozo], Ziatko 
[Arambasic], Emmo [Emerton] and 
Chi Chi [Gabriel Mendez] was a 
terrific experience, and I leamt so 
much from all of them. 


Nick Carle: Sydney Olympic sensation this season. 


While injuries have played their 
part, warming the bench, he admits, 
has been incredibly frustrating. 

“Like any kid, J just wanted to be 


Everybody was too numb to 
think, too polite to sink in the boot, 
and the international press could not 
care less. 

Hill described it as “Australia’s 
biggest, single sporting disappoint- 
ment ever, not just soccer.” “Tt was 
one of the saddest sporting moments 
in my life,” said Venables. 


As a child you learn that things 
are reversible. They are easily fixed. 
You knock over a vase and mum 
buys a new one. You drop your ice 
cream at the footy and dad buys 
another. But as an adult, you lear 
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“Especially someone like Chi 
Chi, who is so professional in 
everything he does both on and off 
the field. whether it’s his diet or 


things are different. It was like a car 
accident. You sit in the wreckage 
and wish it hadn’t happened. But it 
did. 

“We played so well for 70 min- 
utes and then we tired,” said Graham 
Amold, who came off the bench for 
his last Socceroos appearance. “We 
got caught square,” Venables said. 


“About that goal. It’s a blur,” 
Steve Horvat recalled. 

The former Melbourne Knights 
defender, now with Carlton, was 
tight-lipped as he remembered how 
the ball cut through the defence and 


preparation for the game.” 

With all four of these players and 
Norman Tome now moved overseas 
or onto other NSL clubs, Carle has 
been asked to shoulder much of the 
burden up front this season. 

Together with new recruits Greg 
Owens and Mass Sarr, he now 
forms one of the most skilful strike- 
forces in the league. 

In fact, Carle and Owens will 
most likely be a big part of 
Australia’s U/20s assault on next 
year’s World Youth 
Championships. 

With the qualifiers in January 
and the tournament to be held in 
Argentina in June, making sure he’s 
a part of coach Angie Postecogiou’s 
plans i8 a major focus this season, 

While his performances so far 
have no doubt caught the eye of 
Postecoglou, they’ve also attracted 
the attention of a number of 
European clubs, with Spain, 
Portugal and Italy mooted. 

Carle admits that Spain would be 
his preferred option, and cites Real 
Madrid as a club he'd kill for the 
opportunity to join, with Lazio not 
far behind on his pecking order. 

“{ know they’re high ambitions, 
but if you haven’t got a dream, 
you've haven't got diréction,” he 
explains. 

The added pressure and attention 
is something he’s learnt to deal 
with, reasoning that. 

“If | can’t handle it now, I’ve got 
no chance later.” 

But he admits he’s still got a long 
way to go before reaching those 
lofty heights, appreciating that he 
needs a consistent season of ‘90 
minute football, with Olympic. 

“T'm still learning and there are 
parts of my game that negd improv- 
ing,” he says. 


While his skill, balance and nat- 
ural strength have been honed by 
years of dedication to his beloved 
Futsal, the one area he admits needs 
attention is his speed, which he’s 
working on with personal trainer 
Nick Bibila, : 

He credits Futsal with giving 
him the confidence to express him- 
self on the field and recommends it 
highly to all youngsters. 

Although not a natural goal scor- 
er — “my favourite position is in 
behind the strikers in that creative 
role” — he has set himself the tar- 
get of 12 goals this season. 

-Born to a Chilean father and 
Uruguayan mother, this gifted ball- 
player and his brother were always 
destined to have a round-ball at 
their feet, growing up in a family 
that lived soccer, 

Nick was always abead of his 
lime, starting as a four-year-old in & 
his brothers U/6s team, then playing 
his junior years at Marconi, 
Blacktown City and Olympic in 
Leo’s age-group. 

Indeed, he made his youth team 
debut for Olympic aged 13. 

“Ive always been playing 
against older and bigger blokes, but 
that’s taught me to ride the chal- 
lenges and toughened me up,” he 
says. 

While he clearly relishes being 
on the field, his other great love is 
long-time girlfriend Melissa Grech, 
who be currently. lives with and 
plans to spend the rest of his life 
with. 

But for now, the focus is very 
much on improving his game and 
having a productive season with 
Olympic and the Young Socceroos. 
The rest, he hopes, will look after 
itself. 


IES FADE 


past Mark Bosnich for the fatal 
equaliser. 

“The path and the ball were per- 
fectly timed. They (Iran) broke us 
up. 
There could be many reasons for 
that. It’s still a mystery. But it’s still 
a nightmare and one we want to put 
behind us,” Horvat said. 

“It’s the way the game is and the 
way it panned out,” Vidmar said. 

There’s no excuse. We were up 2- 
Q and we should have won the 
game,” Venables admitted, three 
years after the event. 

Australia’s staggering failure has 
been described as a defining 
moment in the nation’s soccer histo- 


Ty. 

Like the Anzacs at Gallipoli, 
there seems to be a desire to elevate 
defeat to heroic crescendo. But it 
seems cheap. Australia also had time 
to rethink tactics and play out the 
game without conceding two goals. 
Mistakes were made on the field and 
on the bench. 

From a sporting point of view the 
Tranians were the heroes. They came 
from nowhere and went everywhere. 
In the greater scheme of things a 
sporting dream did come true, 
because another one had died. Sport 
is a continious re-incarnation of the 
same dream, like the passing-on of 


the Olympic spirit or the preserva- 
tion of the eternal flame. 

There are few Anzacs left, but lest 
we forget, we remember their sacri- 
fice at the eleyenth hour of the 
eleventh day in the eleventh month. 

But November 29, 1997, is not 
worth commemorating. 

As far as the Socceroos are con- 
cerned, the events of three years ago 
can no longer teach any more 
lessons. Those have already been 
leamed, We have new blood in the 
team and a new and homegrown 
coach in Frank Farina. We beat 
Scotland 2-0. The hoodeo of the 
malignant score has been erased. 

The future is the World Cup in 
Japan and South Korea in 2002. The 
present focus is on qualification. 
Let’s concentrate on what must be 
achieved in the months ahead. 

Australia must win its Oceania 
group and most probably will face 
off against New Zealand, as the like- 
ly group two winner, to become 
Federation champion. Then it must 
get past the fifth-best South 
American nation before it qualifies 
for 2002. 

Let’s put the past to rest and face 
the future with a fresh resolve. 

Let’s forget about Iran and think 
about tomorrow. 


By John Economos 

= 

ddie Krneevic, 

Marconi’s head- 

coach, had mixed feel- 
ings last Saturday night at 
the after-match press confer- 
ence, following his team’s 3-1 
win over the Anckland 
Kingz at the Marconi 
Stadium. 

Marconi has had just three 
wins from their last cight 
games and last Saturday’s vic- 
tory over the Kiwis not only 
brought some sweet revenge to 
the Sydney club, but simulta- 


Shane Rufer: Co-coach 
of the Auckland Kingz. at 
the press conference, 


neously brought some wel- 
come relief to the Marconi 
coach. 

Last season the Kingz had 
soundly beaten Marconi in 
both rounds, 


§ 
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“They, (the Kingz), beat us 
last season in both legs,” 
reflected Krncevic. 

“They are a solid and well- 
organised team and this time 
our home advantage gave us 
the edge. Our boys played very 
well, but the sending off of 
Christian Care was certainly 
hot warranted. 

“We deserved the win and 
our new signing this season 
from Queensland, Royce 
Brownlie, did very well in tak- 
ing his two goals. 

“Young Royce is powerful 
and works very hard at his 
game. 

“His partnership upfront 
with the experienced Kris 
Trajanovski went off very well 
indeed”, ended Kmcevic. 

Marconi’s captain and for- 


mer international, Dominic 
Longo, later endorsed the 
words of his coach, stating: 

“At training Royce has been 
working very hard, but has had 
little luck. 

“I told him to just keep 
going the way he has been and 
soon it would all happen for 
him all of a sudden. 

“Well tonight, (Saturday), it 
did, and I was very pleased for 
him,” summed up Longo. 

Meanwhile Brownlie, 
Marconi’s new strapping strik- 
er, Was quite humble after hay- 
ing scored his brace. 

When ABSW mentioned to 
the young Queenslander that 
with an ounce of luck he could 
have even ended up with four 
goals, the 19 year old Coffs 
Harbour- born, but Brisbane- 


bred striker, answered: 

“I didn’t really care how 
many goals I scored, as long as 
Marconi won. 

“That’s what was most 
important of all.” 

Meanwhile the Co-coach of 
the Auckland Kingz, after hay- 
ing seen his side go down 3-1 
to Marconi, slowly lamented: 

“That’s now four away- 
games for four losses. 

“Marconi was the better 
team, but we committed some 
unbelievable errors by individ- 
uals, A lot of our boys are not 
focussed on the job. 

“And next January, when 
the New Zealand national 
team tours India, we could 
have as many as nine players 
called up. 

“We are already looking 


Royce Brownile, Marcont's newly signed striker with his coach Eddie Kmcavic 


at the Marcon! Stadium last Saturday night. 


BELMORE SPORTS GROUND 


Clint Bolton 


Ceri 


Greg Owens 


now to strengthen our squad 
for next season,” stated the 
older of the Rufer brothers. 

When questioned when 
would veteran striker Freddie 
De Jong be making his long- 
awaited comeback, Shane 
Rufer was a little hesitant. 

“We do need Freddie, and 
he is a definite option. 

“But right now his knees are 
still giving him problems.” 

Outside the Kingz’ dressing 
rooms with his wife Liz, was 
the former New Zealand 
World Cup striker and Kingz’ 
player-coach, Wynton Rufer. 

The dynamic Rufer who 
had started the match the week 
before against Carlton, could 
only come on last Saturday 
might for the last 11 minutes of 
play. ] 

Two minutes after coming 
on, Rufer shaved the Marconi 
cross-bar from 25 metres out 
with his almost lethal strike 
from a free kick he fired in 


from the left. 
“I had some injury prob- 
lems during the week and it 


wouldn’t have been wise to 
start in this match,” explained 
the former goal genius. 


Wynton Ruter, with wife Liz at the Marcon! Stadium. 


Tech-Skill Soccer Coaching 


with Paul Falzon 


LEVEI 
Phone: (02) 9790 4074 (H) 


At the 


Alex Tobin 


Every Saturday morning for Boys & Girls 


Yam To 12NOON 


13 Simpson Rd, ! 


9790 4074 — 0409 989 814 


IN.CLAS. ACCREDITED 


0309 989 314 (W) 


Contact: 


Andrew Crews David Mitchell 


*roudly Sponsored by CONTRABART — Trade Exchange | 
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(2) Aesw — 


Dear Sir, 

Re: Postponed Match — Leichhardt 
Tigers v St George - at Lambert Park 
on Saturday 23 December 2000 


1 am writing to you regarding the 
above match. 

As you are aware, the Board has 
decided to replay the match, St George 
wishes -to play midweek and 
Leichhardt Tigers wants to play on 
Saturday 23 December 2000 at 
Lambert Park with kick off being at 
7pm. 

St George will not give us a reason 
why they would want to play the 
match midweek and the Board has 
decided that the match be played with- 
in three weeks. I have spent much time 
and energy in trying to have common 
sense prevail. 

Our request stems from the fact, that 
the competition is blessed with a three- 
week break, that being from the week 
ending 17 December through to and 
including 6 January 2001. Why 
shouldn’t the match be played during 
the three weeks that we have available 
to us? 

Whilst on the subject of postponed 
matches, all clubs of 20 November, 
received a memorandum from the 
Competition Secretary advising that 
there is a regulation that states post- 
poned matches shall be played mid- 
week within fourteen days of the post- 
ponement, 

Again common sense should prevail 
and, although Leichhardt was not one 
of the matches washed out on the 
weekend, if our club was involved we 
would, of course, be proposing to play 


With Arvinel itielkman 


Tony Raciti: Upset with 
the Federation. 
on either the 23rd or 30th December. 

These regulations were brought in 
when our competition did not have a 
break. Now we have a different com- 
petition and we do have a break — so 
let’s utilise it! 

Clubs have the opportunity of still 
playing these matches on a weekend 
without losing considerable amounts 
of money in gate takings and canteen 
revenue, 

Now, getting back to St George, I 
cannot understand why the Board has 
decided that the match is to be played 
within three weeks. As yet there is no 
reason forthcoming from any party. St 
George will not give a reason either. 

We have a spare date, that being 


MATCH POSTPONED | Letters to the Cditor 


Saturday 23 December, we wish to 
play on this date and we cannot see 
why not. 

« Why should we lose gate and can- 
teen takings? 

* Why should we upset our neigh- 
bours by playing midweek when we 
have a spare weekend available? 

* Why should we damage the per- 
formance of our team by playing mid- 
week and then be like lambs to the 
slaughter when playing our opponent 
on the weekend — nice and fresh? 

The same comes into practice with 
the washed out games during last 
weekend. 

If the washed out matches are 

played mdweek, Leichhardt Tigers, 
Central Coast, Blacktown City and 
Belconnen have a distinct advantage as 
they will not be playing midweek 
whereas their weekend opponents will 
have. 
_ Thave tried to remedy the problem 
with Dot Buckley (St George 
Secretary), but she says she is the 
“meat in the sandwich” and it is the 
coach’s decision. 

Ihave tried to contact Bill Bariamis 
to resolve the problem with no luck at 
this stage! 

A decision should be made immedi- 
ately to give the club the opponuty to 
market and promote the match. 

Common sense should prevail and, 
as neither the Board nor St George 
have thrown up one solitary argument. 
T cannot see why this match cannot be 
played on Saturday 23 December 
2000. 

Can we please just get on with it. 

Anthony Raciti 


PRAYING FOR SOME| 
DECENT COVERAGE 


Dear Sir, 


Channel Nine plus Ten and Foxtel plus Telstra win the rights to AFL 
Football from Channel 7 very soon. 

Let's also just hope and pray that Channel Nine can hold onto their Rugby 
League broadcasting as well. For even though those pagan football codes don’t 
mean much to the average soccer fan, the Nine Network along with its partners will 
be doing soccer fans a great service and favour by giving the Seven Network a good 
kick in the pants. 

If the AFL TV rights are lost to the Seven Network after 2001, (hear’s praying) 
and Nine can hold onto Rugby League (My Xmas wish) then Channel Seven has 
no choice but to concentrate on Soccer and Rugby Union to fill the in its sporting 
programme on free to air TV. 

With the result on future AFL and NRL TY rights expected before Xmas this 
year, let’s hope the Lord hears our prayers, and Santa Clause grants our wishes for 
the future. 


T: all the Soccer fans across the country, let’s all just hope and pray that 


Dominic Scullino, 
Nerang QLD 


ILDIBIMME BS (OD “UR IDI DLR 
Postal Addressed to: P.O. Box 155 


Marrickville NSW 1475 or 
E-mail: seccerweekly@hotmail.com 
or Fax: 9550 9332 @ 9564 1224 


Did you know that there are over 100 Australian soccer players ply- 


ing their trade in many of the top leagues around the world? Every year new names emerge on 
the world stage, painting the picture of green and gold into a portrait of global recognition Aussie 
Around The Globe is our weekly look at the exploits of these players and their performance. 


in the Second Division. 


ayden Foxe has set an ulimatum 
H: West Ham by giving them 

until the end of next week to 
secure his work permit, or else he might 
move to Europe. 

‘Aussies Around the Globe’ reported 
around month ago that it seemed Hayden 
had infact been cleared to play for the 
Hammers after a second appeal, but now 
West Ham will be pushing for an unprece- 
dented third appeal to secure the Socceroo 
defender. 

The recent sale of England defender, Rio 
Ferdinand to Leeds United, makes Foxe’s 
acquisition all the more important for West 
Ham, as they seek a replacement. 

It is believed that a third appeal should be 
successful because Hayden had been 
plagued by the requirement that he play in 
75 per cent of Australia’s “A” internationals 
— which he has now been overcome. 

Only time will tell. 

Paul Agostino has been linked to join 
Milan next season after former Italian 
National coach, Arrigo Sacchi, was 
impressed with his performance in the 
UEFA cup tie against Parma. 

However, rumours had quickly been put 
to rest by the 1860 Munich Club President 
who reassured Agostino was not for sale. 

Manchester City striker Danny Allsopp 
has been loaned out to second division club, 
Notts County for one month. 

It is Allsopp’s second loan out this sea- 
son, having only recently returned to City 
from a months stint at Bristol Rovers, also 
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England: Premier League: Mark 
Viduka scored a consolation goal as Leeds 
united lost to Leicester City 3-1. Harry 
Kewell made his heavily anticipated 
Premier League return in the 60th minute, 
but to no avail. 

John Aloisi played a full game and 
scored as Coventry City lost to Bradford 2- 


Hayden Foxe: Gives West Ham 
an ultimatum. 
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1, while Mark Schwarzer played a full game 
as Middelsborough lost to West Ham 1-0. 


Last Week: 

England: Division One: In the English 
Division One, Socceroo Stan Lazaridis 
scored his first goal of the season, in the 
25th minute, and was later replaced in the 
87th minute, as Birmingham City beat 
Huddersfield 2-1 at home, 

John Filan (gk) remained on the bench, 
as Blackburn Rovers lost 2-1 at home to 
Gillingham, while Jason Kearton (gk) 
played a full game and kept a clean sheet, as 
Crewe Alexandra beat Sheffield Wednesday 
1-0 at home. 

Socceroo’s Kevin Muscat, Shaun 
Murphy and Jason Van Blerk also played 
full games for their respective clubs. 

Division Two: Tim Cahill played a full 
match, and scored the winner in the 79th 
minute, as Millwall beat Oldham 1-0 away 
from home. 


Danny Allsopp played a full match and 
scored two goals in the 49th and 85th 
minute, while Andrew McDermott also 
played a full game as Notts County came 
from behind to beat Oxford 3-2 away from 
home. 

Scotland: Stuart Lovell played a full 
match, as Hibernian drew |-1 away to St 
Mirren. 

Belgium: Vilson Knezevic played a full 
game, as Germinal Beerschot lost 1-0 at 
home to Anderlecht. 


Joe Spiteri came off the bench in the 86th 
minute, as Lierse beat La Louviere 2-0 
away from home. 

Socceroo Josip Skoko played a full 
match and picked up a yellow card, as 
Racing Genk lost 2-1 away to Standard 
Liege. 

Holland: LG Socceroo Brett Emerton 
played a full game, while National team- 


Ivan Ergic: The former Perth Glory 
Stas starting for FC Basel. 


Stephen Laybutt remained on the bench, as 
Feyenoord beat Willem II 1-0 at home. 

* Zeljko Kalac remained on the bench, as 
Roda JC thumped Roosendaal 4-0 away 
from home, 

France: LG Socceroo Mile Sterjovski 
remained on the bench for Lille, in the 
match against Paris Saint-Germain which 
was abandoned in the second half with the 
scorline at 1-all, due to heavy rain making 
the pitch unplayable. 

Germany: LG Socceroo David Zdrilic 
scored his first league goal for his club in 
the 19th minute, and was replaced in the 
67th, as Unterhaching upset 1860 Munich 
2-0 away from home. For 1860, LG 
Socceroo Pau! Agostino and Ned Zelic both 
played full games, with both players picking 
up yellow cards for fouls. 

Italy: Serie B: Olympian Marco 
Bresciano played a full match, as Empoli 
Jost 3-1 away to Crotone while Vince Grella 
played a full game. as Ternana beat Venezia 
3-1 at home. 

Switzerland: Ivan Ergic was replaced in 
the 64th minute, as FC Basel beat Aarau 5- 
2 at home. 

Japan: Socceroos Tony Popovic and 
Steve Corica both played full games, and 
both picked up yellow cards as 
Sanfrecce Hiroshima beat Verdi Kawasaki 
2-1 away from home, to finish the second 
stage in 11th position, a figure maintained 
for the season overall. 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 


By Greg Danvers 


ollongong Wolves gave Newcastle United a footballing lesson 
in their own backyard on Friday night with an emphatic 3-1 


win. “Against Wollongong we have always had an arm wres- 
tle with, tonight we got a (football) lesson,” Sterrey said after the 1-3 loss 
to regaining league champions Wollongong. 

“That was one out of the bottom draw not the top.” 

Marathon Stadium, while playable, was wind and rain swept for most of 
the match but the Wolves showed why they are one of the contenders for this 
season’s title with a strong across-the-park display. Not only did they handle 
the blustery conditions but coach Ron Corry hatched a plan to open up 
United. 

Corry started the match with Stuart Young in a sole striking role to test 
Newcastle’s reactive role. 

The ploy proved to be spot on with Newcastle ‘chasing shadows’ for most 
of the first half and were trailing 0-3 at the break. 

“We employed a few different tactics up here and they worked for us,” 
Corry stated after the match. 

“Every time we’ ve come here we attack, attack and get nothing. 

“So we thought we would sit back and play with one striker and see what 
they do about it and we had more room. 

“We should have been up 5-0 at half time. (Scott) Chipperfield missed 
two sitters.” 

Chipperfield, who only got off a plane from a disappointing trial with 
English first division side Bolton, opened the visitors scoring in the 23rd 
minute denying United’s ace keeper Bob Catlin his 100th clean sheet. 

Catlin will surely set the record in the near future to become the first NSL 


MARCONI STALLIONS 
AUCKLAND KINGZ 


By Tony Tannous 


considerably at Bossley Park on Saturday night after his side’s 

impressive 3-1 victory over the Football Kingz, highlighted by a 
brace from new signing Royce Brownlie and a wonder strike from Kris 
Trajanoyski, 

Coming into the match his side had picked up only three of a possible 15 
points since its victories in the opening two rounds, and the pressure was 
clearly mounting. 

But his side responded with a dominant performance that should keep the 
speculation about his job away for now, at least, with the win moving the 
Stallions to the foot of the top six. 

But at the other end, pressure is now mounting on the Kingz and its 
coaching duo, brothers Wynton and Shane Rufer, after their team suffered its 
fourth away loss in as many games this season. 

After an impressive debut season, where they surprised many by finish- 
ing eighth, the Kingz may be experiencing a dose of ‘second year blues’, an 
aliment that has afflicted many teams before them, including the Northem 
Spirit and Carlton in recent times. 

The Kingz now languish third from bottom, and clearly need to rectify 
their defensive problems away from home. The side has now conceded a 
staggering 14 goals on the road this campaign, an average of three and a half 
a game. 

But while its defensive problems are clear, in truth, the Kingz were sec- 
ond-best all over the park on this night, with Marconi’s platform laid by a 
dominant performance from its central midfield trio of Angelo Costanzo, 
Christian Care and youngster Grant Last, plucked out of the youth team by 
Kmceevic for only his second first team game. 


T: noose around Marconi coach Eddie Krneevic’s neck loosened 


PARRAMATTA POWER 
SYDNEY UNITED 


By Julian Murphy 


ne of Australian soccer's newest and fiercest rivalries produced a 

pulsating contest at Parramatta Stadium on Friday night. The 

Parramatta Power hosted Sydney United in terrible conditions in 
front of another disappointing crowd, which was a great shame considering 
what took piace on the field. 

Tt was the home side that‘ came away with a 3-2 victory but not before a spir- 
ited United fight back in the second half which gave the Power much cause for 
epacern. 

The catalyst for the Power victory was a superb first half performancé by 
Scottish import Joe Miller. Whilst much of the taik leading in to the game was 
centered on the future at Parramatta of young striker Joel Griffiths, by half time 
ihe focus had shifted.on to Miller’s quality: contribution to the Power’s 3-0 lead. 

Relegated to the bench for the previous game at South’ Melboume, Miller 
marked his return to the starting lineup with two goals to add to his strike against 
Brisbane back in Round Three. 

The Parramatta No.9 was involved in the home side’s first goal in the 34th 
minute swinging in a cross from deep on the right. Miller's strike partner 
Hamilton Thorp used his strength to hold off United defender Danny Burt before 
nodding the ball past. outstretched-‘keeper Brett Hughes, 
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‘keeper to keep 100 scoreless games. His nearest rival is former Sydney 
Olympic shot stopper Gary Meier with 88 from 296 games. 

Chipperfield pushed the ball past Catlin after Wollongong’s David 
Cervinski beat Newcastle’s Todd McManus in the air to nod onto an 
unmarked Chipperfield at 
the far post. 

Robert Stanton put the 
match out of reach of 
Newcasile with two clini- 
cally finished goals before 
the break. The first came in 
the 28th minute when Alvin 
Ceccoli, returning this week 
from injury, volleyed to 
Stanton to head home. 

Stanton scored his second, 
in first half injury time, on 
the counter after Matthew 
Horsley crossed into the 
area while Stanton had got 
in behind the defence on the 
right and piloted the ball 
into the back of the net. 

Newcastle was woeful 
with their first touch turning 
over too much possession 
while the visitors were not 
only strong on the ball but 
their short passing game 
continually found their man. 

With the paint blistered off 
the walls in the home sheds 


Robert Stanton: Two goal hero. 


From the opening whistle it was clear that the Stallions were taking noth- 
ing less than maximum points, biting into their task and dominating posses- 
sion over the Kingz midfield trio of Mark Burton, Dennis Ibrahim and Chris 
Jackson. 

Costanzo, especially, was outstanding, relishing his new role as midfield 
anchor, shielding his defence with some brilliant tackles and starting most of 
Marconi’s attacks with his intelligent distribution. 

Credit must go to the under-siege Krneevie for switching Costanzo with 
Buddy Farah, who played here in Costanzo’s usual role of sweeper. 

After clearly being outplayed in midfield by Sydney Olympic a fortnight 
ago, Kmeevic decided that his best player this season, Costanzo, would 
become his ball-winning lynchpin. 

Indeed, his link up work with Care and Last set the platform for wide men 
James Afkos and Simon Bell to push their respective opponents, Aaron 
Lines and Jonathan Perry, further and further back. 

While the first 20 minutes were largely chanceless, Marconi’s dominance 
was rewarded shortly after when Care profited from some sloppy play from 
Ibrahim, stole in on the right, and provided a cross which eluded a flat-foot- 
ed Kingz defence and was tapped home by Brownlie. 

It was the 20-year-old’s first NSL goal after signing in the off-season 
from Queensland state league side Brisbane Lions and gave Marconi a 
deserved lead. 

But.a couple of minutes later scores where level after Burton latched onto 
a Marconi defensive header, and from outside the box, hit an unstoppable 
shot past Marconi keeper David Aceski. 

With Care keen to get forward at every opportunity and Marconi domi- 
naling the corner count, Brownlie could have had a second when he turned 
sharply onto his left foot, but couldn’t beat Kingz custodian Chris Marsh. 

But from another Marconi corner, the Kingz broke ruthlessly down the 
tight, with Perry playing Tim Stevens in with an early long ball. His cross 
found an unmarked Paul Urlovic at the back-post, but his header was bril- 
liantly saved by Aceski, 

It would have veen an injustice had Marconi gone to the break down, and 
they came out in the second period clearly intent on ensuring they convert- 


Seven minutes later Thorp released Miller and the Scotsman doubled 
Parramatta’s advantage with a fine solo goal. Miller made his way into the penal- 
ty area with United's Richard Plesa in close attendarice. Miller shaped to shoot, 
his dummy completely fooling Plesa, and then curled a sweet strike into the right 

side of the goal that‘left Hughes with no 
chance. 

Miller was anything but finished and short- 
ly before half time he added another goal to 
further extend Parramatta’s lead, This time 
Power debutant Damien Brown put the goal 
scorer in space and, with the United defence 
nowhere to be seen, Miller coolly chipped the 
ball over an advancing Hughes. 

Such was the Power’s dominance in a wet 
and windy’ first half, it appeared that their 
rivals were heading for a third successive 
crushing away defeat. The Bravehearts had 
traveled to both Carlton and the Melbourne 

\ Knights to receive: 4-0 batterings and Alan 

— =~ Hunter’s men were facing a similar, albeit 

Hamilton Thorp: Scored: oorer sombre trip fore 

the opener. Perhaps it was tHe prospect of a humbling 

defeat at the hands of this particular opposition that sparked United into action, 

as they came. out after the break determined to take something from the game. 

Commins Menapi was brought on to replace Ray Younis and he and the ever- 
green Francis Awaritefe immediately began to'trouble the Power defence. 
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at the break, United tried to take the game to the Wolves in the second ses- 
sion only to be shut down on nearly every occasion by a hungry defence. 
The Wolves rolled into town a hurt side alter going down to Canberra at 
home last week. 

Substitute stnker Daniel McBreen a shining light for United, scoring a 
well struck goal in the 73rd minute from close range. 

Left side speedster Brad Wieczorek weaved his way down the touchline 
and found McBreen in the area, With not much space or time McBreen rifled 
a left footer between Wolves ‘keeper Grant Barlow and the post. 

Stanton had an opportunity to snare a hat trick just one minute earlier 
when released through the middle and went one-on-one with Catlin only to 
chip him and the bar. 

“The first hulf cooked our goose,” Sterrey said of the first half wumover 
of possession. 

“For me intensity wise it was the lowest performance in the first half that 
T've been involved with in this club. 

“We were out played simple as that. Young played outstanding up front, 
(Paul) Reid played outstanding and they had plenty of good players. 

“And we had plenty of people in the first half that were spectators,” we 
were chasing shadows with the ball. 

Along with McBreen recruit Anthony Magnacca was a positive sign for 
a team well beaten. 

“Running into the wind the only bloke that had any commonsense about 
him was Magnacca,” Sterrey said. 

“He went up and played as much as he could with John) Buonavoglia but 
the two wide men didn’t get forward anywhere near enough. We had to get 
some width and play the ball on the floor. 

“Magnacca was on a fair few blades of grass but didn’t have enough peo- 
ple all around him to play with. He was outstanding, and looked like a bea- 
con in my side in a lot of areas. Especially with the ball he was the only one 
that was causing them a bit of a headache.” 


ed their dominance into goals. 

When Last was brought down by Jackson just outside the box with 20 
minutes left, up stepped Trajanovski with a wonder-strike that dipped over 
the wall and into Marsh’s top right-hand corner, 

Then, a few minutes later, Trajanovski played a lovely ball in behind the 

Kingz defence, which Brownlie 

took well for his second. 

There was still time for Care to 
be sent off in the 77th minute, 

@ although the decision by referee 

Gerry Connolly to award him his 
} second yellow card for diving did 

look a harsh one. Care had been 

outstanding throughout and will 
be missed when Marconi travel to 

North Spirit on Friday night. 

Kmcevic’s combination in mid- 
field and up front was clearly 
Marconi's best for the season and 
looks to have solved at ‘east one 
of his headaches. 

On the other hand, the Rufer’s 
will wonder what they have to do 
to get a point away from home, 
and will be keen to ensure that 
their best pluyer, Ivan Vicelich, 
resumes his midfield duties imme- 
diately, 

The subject of transfer specula- 
tion during the week, he didn’t 
make the trip to Sydney because 
of ‘illness’, but Shane Rufer hint- 

ed afterwards that it might have something to do with the talk coming out of 
Perth. 


Royce Brownlie: Scored his 
first two goals in the NSL. 


Awaritefe was lucky not to reeeive a yellow card for a late tackle on Joe Vrkic 
in the 58th minute and then went on to provide a pinpoint cross for Menapi to 
bundle in United’s first goal in the 62nd minute. With a spring in their step the 
visitors began to dominate possession and set up a thrilling finale with their sec- 
ond goal in the 66th minute. 

Vrkic had been marking Awaritefe well throughout the game but his close 
attention resulted in a penalty after the striker was brought down. The decision 
was certainly a dubious one and Vrkic had good reason to be aggrieved as the ref- 
eree took his time to point towards the spot. Substitute Tom Pondeljak calmly 
stroked the ball home sending Power ‘keeper Andrew Crews the wrong way. 

Parramatta coach David Mitchell replaced both Hamilton Thorp -and Joe 
Miller as the home side desperately tried to retain their lead. The game really 
began to open up in the final 15 minutes with several chances coming at both 
ends but neither side was able to convert. Pondeljak forced a fine save from 
Crews whilst the Power had two golden chances to put the issue beyond.doubt. 

Brendon Santalab could not get a touch on Ahmed Elrich’s corner with the ~ 
goal at his mercy, and Hughes denied Milan Blagojevic with a low save a minute 
later. 

Menapi could have grabbed’ a point for United weth five minutes 1 eorbut_ he 
directed his diving header into the side netting. Much of the fast an¢ open play 
wasthe result of 2 fenient performance hy referee Mark Shield who did nes reac 
for the yellowcard until hooking Santatub in the 89th minute. Seemmg e 
Up for lost time, Shield then quickly dished out two more cautions to Awaritefe 
and Parramatta’s Daniel Kukucka. 
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| SOUTH MELBOURNE 
CANBERRA COSMOS 


By Graham Cooke 
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Wf South Melbourne captain Paul Trimboli is feeling the 
CASONS UG IO: 
ce Stadiom on Sat 
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nhetra Chrrds — ut iter goull eeper Bamey Smi 
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Li} — Dut thé Ociignt he 
alain for or all fo see. 

The man they cal] Peter Pan, arguably the best Australian player who 
has never left these shores in search of fame and fortune, looks good for 
afew more seasons yet. Perhaps most importantly, the team he leads 
looks ready for yet another championship. 

In seeking reasons for the Cosmos loss, coach Tom Sermanni stressed 
the quality of the opposition, and for once this was no empty excuse for 
finishing on the losing side, 

Souths were slick, professional and, above all, super confident in their 
win. Even at 2-1, when Canberra had pegged back a goal and had begun 
to look as if a second might be possible, they did not lose composure, 
absorbing the pressure and waiting patiently for the telling counter- 
attack that would seal the game. 

Canberra, fresh from seven points from four consecutive away match- 
es, made a busy start and Alex Castro missed what Sermanni described 
as the best opportunity of the game when his shot, from a mere three 
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PERTH GLORY 
ADELAIDE CITY 0 


By Richard Kreider 


six thanks to a gritty 2-0 result over Adelaide City Force last 
Saturday night; a win that protects their unbeaten run at Perth 
Oval for this season. 

Of the ten previous meetings between the two teams, Adelaide have only 
won twice — both of which have been achieved away from home. 

The loss which halts a four-game unbeaten run of the South Australians, 
was further soured by a serious Achilles injury to striker Nick Sabljak which 
is likely to side-line the 20-year old for a great deal of the remainder of the 
season. 

“We were very unsettled by that early injury to Nick (Sabljak) since it 
probably cost us the opening goal and ultimately the game,” said Adelaide 
coach Zoran Matic. 

“T only have a squad of 18, of which half are under 19. And now the loss 
of Nick makes things a little more awkward,” said Matic who is not entire- 
ly distressed by the enforced deficit. 

Glory themselves went into the game with their own fair share of player 
problems, but the performance of the young replacements more than satis- 
fied their coach Bernd Stange. 

“As a coach it is pleasing to know we have enough depth in our squad to 
substitute players like Alistair Edwards, Brad Maloney, Gareth Naven and 
Kasey Wehrman,” said Stange. “They are all class performers, so it was 
good to see the youngsters do well. I was especially happy with John 


P= Glory stormed back into the winners ring as well as the top- 


BRISBANE STRIKERS 2 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 1 


By Glenn Davis 


National Soccer League run with a deserved 2-1 win at 
Suncorp Stadium on Saturday night. 

The Strikers have produced a mixed bag of results this season and 
were languishing at the bottom of the table before the game until a goal 
in each half sparked life back into their season. 

In only their third home match this year, midfielder Jeromy Harris 
broke the deadlock in the 32nd minute to give the Strikers a 1-0 halftime 
lead. 

The match was sealed six minutes from time when'striker Patil Foster 
found the net for the fourth lime this season before Sydney Olympic 
scored deep into injury time with a consolation from Damon Collina. 

The game had plenty of brimstone particularly in the first period 
when Sydney referee Con Diomis booked five players and then late in 
the game sent off Strikers midfielder Wayne Srhoj for his second book- 
able offence. 

The Strikers held a slight edge over Sydney Olympic for most of the 
game and their opening goal from Harris was just reward. 

It started with midfielder Nick Meredith who crossed perfectly from 
the left to the far post where Foster headed down into Harris’ path to toe- 
poke home past his former teammate Clint Bolton. 

The Strikers had two late chances in the opening period to increase 
their lead but their season’s nightmare of not finishing off returned to 
haunt them. 


Be Strikers ended leaders Sydney Olympic’s unbeaten 


metres, clipped the top of the crossbar on its way out, 

A minute later, the visitors were ahead. Shane Lyons did not close 
down Vaughan Covney quickly or effectively enough, giving the mid- 
fielder time.to place his shot wide of Smith and into the far comer of the 
net. 


But Souths Aga fea a sae aint fist ESS and Sie 
Lozanovski-svpplied the tast-major act of the game with a goal one 
minute from the end of normal time, supplied by the ever-busy and ere- 
ative Zeljko Susa. 

Sermanni said he was disappointed with the loss, but his side had 
remained in the game until the third goal. “There was some poor defend- 
ing — Barney Smith has got to hold on to shots like the one that led to 
Trimboli’s goal,” he said. 

“But I don’t think you can fault our character and determination 
against a very good team. We didn’t let the fans down.” 

Souths coach Mike Petersen said he was pleased with the night’s per- 
formance throughout the team. “We are an old side, but we still move 
well and there’s no question on our fitness,” he said. 

“And yes, there are a few members of the side who would love to take 
one more championship in their twilight seasons.” 


Carbone, Gary Faria and Edgar Junior whose job was to back-up the two 
youngsters. Adelaide have done well up until today, that is why I am very 
glad with the result which will be a great confidence boost for next weeks 
home game against Newcastle,” Stange ended. 

“It is always good to play clubs like Adelaide who come here to play 
entertaining football,” 
said Perth wingback 
Scott Miller, who wore 
the captain’s armband in 
place of the injured 
Gareth Naven, 
| “The team played just as 
well as they did last 
week, but the difference 
in the game with 
Norther Spirit was that 
we didn’t take our 
chances,” Miller said, 

The injury to Sabljak 
came from an accidental 
clash with Perth defender 
Jamie Harnwell in just 
the fourth minute of play. 
Glory took the lead from 
a well-worked move six 
minutes later, which 
ended with Faria deliver- 
ing & right-side centre 
that found Carbone turk- 


Meredith had one opportunity from long range which just sailed wide 
of the upright while the best fell for Foster who missed from close range 
after latching on to a Harris cutback. 

The action flowed thick and fast after the interval, but again it was the 
Strikers who grabbed the early ascendancy. After only five minutes from 
the restart the home side had an opportunity to go two up following a 
free kick from Shroj. 

The ball curled in for skipper Stu McLaren at the far post who head- 
ed down for Foster, but just as he lined up the desperate Sydney 
Olympic defence pounced to clear before Foster could make contact 
from straight in front. 

The Strikers’ new Brazilian import Femando Rech started up front 
with Foster but midway through the first half switched with Peter 
Grierson to play in behind the Strikers’ two front men, 

Rech showed some good touches and worked tirelessly and let fly 
with one 35 metre thunderbolt after having his back to the Sydnéy 
Olympic goal which luckily for the visitors sailed straight into Bolton 
arms in the second half, 

Foster’s goal came six minutes from normal time when he drove 
home from inside the box after an earlier shot from substitute Shane 
Smeltz rebounded out into his path. 


Strikers coach John Kosmina praised his players after the match for 


never throwing in the towel after a frustrating run which saw them win 
only one of their previous seven games. 
“This helps with our self belief,” he said. “Things haven’t worked out 
quite as we would have liked and the players have had to stick at it,” 
Kosmina is on record as saying he believes his side is playing better 
than at the same time last year when they led the competition after nine 
rounds, but poor finishing has let the Strikers’ down this year. 
But judging by this result, the tide could well have tumed. 
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Paul Trimboli: Tiredless offort. 


ing at the back post and he duly stabbed the ball into the back of the net from 
close range. 

The midfielders first ever goal for Glory was aptly celebrated with a jubi- 
lant jig in front of a buoyant 10,912 crowd. 

It could easily have been 2-0 five minutes further on when former Force 
striker Damian Mori delivered a low but snappy pass off the left-hand bye- 
line to Bobby Despotovski who could only manage to direct the ball past the 
wrong side of Adrian Cagalj’s left hand post when just ten metres out. 

Mori was forced to leave the field for the final four minutes of the open- 
ing half following an aerial collision with the Force goalkeeper that left the 
champion net buster with a badly cut lip. 

Defender Rob Trajkovski gave the Adelaide rearguard a few anxious 
moments in the dying stages of the first period but the score remained the 
same until the 79th minute when a sudden burst of adolescence from Ivan 
Karlovic prompted the 16-year old defender to bring down Despotovski 
inside the box. The Perth forward made no mistake with the spot-kick when 
he sent Cagalj flying in the wrong direction, 

Meanwhile at the other end, Jason Petkovic, who turns 28 this Thursday, 
was his usual supple and dominant self and was only threatened once, when 
Adelaide skipper Aurelio Vidmar was the recipient of a gift ball in the 37th 
minute from Carbone on the front of the area. The former Socceroo should 
have done better when left with just the ex-Adelaide ’keeper to beat, instead 
he drove the ball wide of the mark. 

Vidmar, who is now just six games away from posting his 200th NSL 
appearance, continually tried to create openings from the middle-third but 
found the Glory backline too stubborn to overcome, The closing moments 
saw PJ Roberts make his first appearance in a Glory shirt, although the for- 
mer Canberra Cosmos midfielder wasn’t given enough time to make an 
impression on the game. 


Sydney Olympic’s George Goutzioulis heads the ball in 
front of Brisbane’s Andrew Davidson (number 15) and 
Stuart McLaren during Brisbane's 2-1 win over the league 
leaders at Suncorp Stadium. 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE | 


CARLTON SC 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 


By Sert van Bedat 


Sviiney’s Northern Spirit at oufer suburban Epping Stadium 
last Sunday, 

In stifling, 26 degrees heat, 3,109 spectators watched the Blues battle 
it out on the field, while NSL general manager Stefan Kamasz looked 
on from the top landing of the grandstand. 

The Blues had the better chances in the second half and could have 
snatched a win in the final stages. Carlton took the lead, but the Spirit 
levelled after the break to share a point each, 

“The players did well. They were magnificent under the circum- 
stances.” Biaes coach Stuart Munro said. “They performed well against 
a quality side and I thought we deserved to win.” 

“The point was well deserved,” Spirit coach Graham Arnold said. 
“We knew it was going to be a slog and it was,” 

The Spirit took the initiative with former Blues striker Alex Moreira 
peppering the Carlton goal after eight minutes. But “keeper Dean 
Anastisiadis read the fight well and pushed the ball for a comer. 


Cie ended a tumultuous week with a 1-1 draw with 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
EASTERN PRIDE 


By Alan Clark 


elbourne Knights beat winless Eastern Pride with an 
added-time Andy Vargas thunderbolt at Knights Stadium 
in hot and windy conditions on Sunday, once again taking 
pressure off coach Vlado Vanis who was said to be ready to quit the 
club were a victory against the NSL’s bottom team not forthcoming. 

Pride took the lead shortly after the break when Paul Magdic tumed 
the ball into his own net under pressure from Daniel Watkins, but 
Knights had instantly restored the balance when Adrian Cervinski head- 
ed in at the back-post from a corer with no defender otherwise to occu- 
py his attentions. 

Following Vargas’ 25 metre shot which crashed into the net despite 
the despairing dive of Pride keeper Eugene Galekovic, Vanis played 
down threat to quit as mere media speculation, 

“T can’t quit just like that,” said Vanis after the game. “If I’m going 
to quit, I'd call a meeting of the Board, and_we’d make a decision 
together. 

But I believe in these boys, and I’m definitely not going to quit.” 

The win, combined with results elsewhere that round, ensured 
Knights climbed to a position where a top six spot is in sight.  Vanis 
believes there are still reserves upon which Knights can draw which will 
make them a Finals threat. 

“We can improve at a minimum sixty or seventy percent,” Vanis said. 
Upon viewing of the team’s performance against Pride, that assessment 


and captain Andrew 
Marth put Spirit ‘Keeper Paul 
| Henderson under pressure, But 
they failed to get the ball across the 
line in the scramble 

Upcoming defender Craig Dearts 
planted a header just wide of the 
near post from a Simon Colosimo 
cross in the 16th minute to empha- 
sise Carlton’s intentions 

Carlton applied the offside trap to 
frustrate forwards Moreira and Ben 
Burgess and - nullify Grahan 
Amold’s long through-balls. from 
his sweeper position. 

The Spirit had a clear chance to 
go ahead in the 38th minute. 
Burgess went through, leaving 
Dave McPherson stranded. But the 
forward’s shot was wide of the far 


post. 


Alex Moreira: Scored against 


tunity three minutes fate, but his 
old club. ‘ % 


was highly believable, and will be entirely necessary. 

It would have been remarkable had anyone forecast that the game 
would have sprung to life in the way it did, following a dire and stacca- 
to first half where neither side seemed likely to control the game, and 
where a fluent passage of play would have warranted applause. 

Perhaps it was the strong wind that made for such disjointed football. 

Pride had the benefit of it for the first half, but failed to take decisive 
advantage, although they had the better of the game. 

Marcus Stergiopoulos made his retum to a Gippsland side, following 
a successful stint with Carlton, then a less memorable one with Football 
Kingz in his native New Zealand. His reading of the game and his abil- 
ity to direct his defence was greatly appreciated by Pride coach Jeff 
Hopkins. 

“I was very pleased with Stergiopoulos’ game. He marshalled (the 
defence) very well, and he looked comfortable on the ball.” 

However, Stergiopoulos’ Carlton team-mates - Mike Conroy and Con 
Anthopoulos - will not feature in future Pride line-ups as Hopkins indi- 
cated he and Pride had lost interest in the Carlton pair, both of whom had 
been offered by the impecunious Carlton mid-week. “They won't be 
coming,” he said. “We’ve been messed around for too long for those 
two players, and as a matter of principle now, they won't be coming to 
the club.” 

Pride held a slight edge at half-time, and it was just reward for their 
effort that they took the lead six minutes into the second half, although 
the means of their lead was unorthodox. 

Michael Katz had been having a serviceable game wide on Pride’s 
right, and this time he swept a low cross into the penalty-area where the 
hard-working Watkins looked threatening. Knights’ goalkeeper Lupce 
Acevski and Magdic failed to delegate the defensive responsibility 
either way, and then both reacted when it was past time for the decision, 


Troy Cranney created an oppor-~ 


shot Went wide of the-near post. 

Carlton proved more productive with its attempts, taking the lead 
ith a minute left before i 

Young, Daniel Vastiewski provided the pasp. lwo DeJesus had the 
shot, which Henderson parried and Marth blasted home on the rebound, 
But Carlton’s half-time lead evaporated in the summer heat ten minutes 
after the interval. 

Matthew Langdon whipped in the cross from the left and Moreira 
equalised with a diving header on the run ahead of McPherson. 
Carlton could have won-the game, but failed to capitalise on its 
ecnances. 

Marth almost got Carlton in front again in the 64th minute: Vasilevski 
put in a cross from a tight position near the comer flag on the right and 
the Blues strongman headed centimetres wide of the far post. 

Thompson was unlucky not to score two minutes from a McPherson 
cross. The speedy forward released a header that Henderson managed to 
palm for a comer with an excellent dive. 

The Spirit again escaped going behind a second time, when 
Thompson hit the bar on the volley in the 82nd minute trom a cross by 
Angie Motsiopoulos. 

But the heat had sapped the sting out of the tail end of the match, 
clauded by a subdued mood and a worrying future for the Blues. 

Northern Spirit will be at home against Marconi Stallions in a top 
derby on Friday, when Carlton travels to Adelaide, of the club survives 


All Magdic could do was steer his touch into his own net. 

Knights was to level just three minutes later, but Magdic’s day went 
from bad to worse as Vanis dragged him within four. - 

“] felt that Magdic had a good (first half), but after he scored the own 
goal, he then gave away a silly free-kick, and | was worried he may (go 
on to do) something more stupid, so I took him off,” said Vanis. 

Magdic at least had the comfort of seeing the equaliser before’ his 
game ended. 

After a swift break, Knights had earnt a corner when that seemed poor 
reward, Ante Deak - returning to Knights Stadium as a visitor after 
previously playing from the home team dressing rooms - got the better 
of Alex Kiratzoglou when Kiratzoglou had manoeuvred himself into a 
fine shooting position, but had taken overly tong. 

As the corner was swung in, it curled in the wind, and fell to the 
unguarded back post where only Cervinski stood, gleefully accepting 
the chance. 

The speed of the reply gave renewed hope to Knights, Joel Porter and 
Cervinski both had chances to wrap up the game for the Knights, before 
Vargas’ winner at the death, 

Young Pride midfielder John Hutchison must have rued that moment 
more than most. From an almost identical position at the other end, and 
just minutes before, his drive beat Acevski, but had cannoned off the 
post, 

Pride coach Jeff Hopkins was naturally disappointed at taking noth- 
ing. from the match: “I thought we played reasonably well today. We 
were solid without being spectacular, and closed Knights down very 
well. I’m again disappointed we gave away another goal from a set- 
piece, It was just slack marking - a lack of concentration.” 


ABSW Player of the Year Points 


ROUND EIGHT 


PERTH V ADELAIDE 
3-. Miller (PG) 

2- J. Harwell (PG), 
1 -C. Veart (AC). 


MARCONI V AUCKLAND 
3 - A. Costanzo (MS) 
2-C. Care (MS) 

1 -R. Brownlie (MS) 


BRISBANE V OLYMPIC 
3- J. Harris (BS) 

2 - T. Halpin (SO) 

1-N. Meredith (BS) 


NEWCASTLE V WOLLONGONG 
3-P. Reid (WW) arga: 
2 - R. Stanton (WW) 2 - Bell (EP) 
1-A. Magnacea (NU) 
PARRAMATTA V SYDNEY UNITED 
3-M, Miller (PP) 

2-F Awaritefe (SU) 

1 - D, Brown (PP) 


CANBERRA V SOUTH MELBOURNE 
3 - P. Trimboli (SM) 

2=Z, Susa (SM) ~ 

1-D. Arranz (CC) 


MELBOURNE V EASTERN PRIDE 
°8-A.Vatgas (MK) 


1-Da Costa (MK) 


CARLTON V NORTHERN SPIRIT 
3- C. Deans (C) 

2*A. Marth (C) 

1 -T. Cranney (NS) 


P. Trimboli 
Z. Susa 

A. Costanzo 
A. Vargas 

J. Angelucci 
A. Thompson 
D. Cervinski 
S, Miller 

N.. Carle 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — DECEMBER 7, 2000 ~ 


PROGRESSIVE POINTS AFTER 
ROUND EIGHT 


(South Melbourne) 
(South Melbourne) 


(Marconi Stallions) 
(Melbourne Knights) 
(Canberra Cosmos) 
(Carlton) 
(Wollongong Wolves) 
{Parramatta} 


(Sydney Olympic) 


13 


JANENE MA 


SOCCER WOMAN 


DESPAIR FOR VISION AND SENSATION 


NORTHERN PRIDE 
- SCAP IN 


je age NSW Pride scraped into third place by the barest of mar- 
gins on countback ahead of Adelaide Sensation after Sunday's 
last WNSL fixture before the finals series. 

In the end it was Pride’s superior number of goals scored for the 
season which finally separated the two contenders after they had fin- 
ished with equal points, goal difference, and number of wins. 

Norther therefore advance to next Saturday’s semifinal (2nd v 3rd 
playoff) against NSW Sapphires in Sydney. 

Third place and a chance of making the grandfinal is Northem 
Pride’s best ever performance. 

They managed to achieve this despite going down on Sunday to 
frontrunners Queensland Sting 2-0 in Coffs Harbour. One goal more 
to Queensland, and third spot would have instead headed south to 
Adelaide, 

It was an anxious day’s wait for Adelaide to find out their fate, 
after damaging their chances the Saturday by suffering their biggest 
ever loss, a 5-0 drubbing at the hands of NSW Sapphires. This marks 
the first time the South Australians have not competed in the grand- 
final in the five years of the league. 


PiDe"S PRIZE 
DESPIVE LOSS 


QUEENSLAND STING 2 
(April Mann 41m, 62m) 


NORTHERN NSW PRIDE 0 


at Coffs Harbour International Stadium 


D= having already cemented first place, Queensland Sting 
were not about to take things easy last Sunday against Northern 
with the 16 December grandfina! firmly on their agenda. 

Both hau key players on the injury list, Sting without keeper Claire 
Nichols and defender Kate McShea, Pride missing defender Cheryl 
Salisbury. 

The experienced Sting went on the attack from the start and 
enjoyed the better of play. Queensland took the lead seven minutes 
before half-time, striker April Mann released with a fine through ball 
which she took wider right and finished in fine style into the bottom 
left corner of the goal. 

The young Pride were not without their chances, Katie Gill denied 
of an equaliser as her header from a corner kick was headed off the 
line around the 50 minute mark. Hayley Crawford also came close 
with a header in the 75th minute. 

Sting scored their second in the 64th minute from the penalty spot. 
Mann was brought down by a crude tackle from behind in the box as 
she threatened in a one-on-one with the keeper, and took the spot kick 
herself, striking into the top right comer of the net. 

Sting: Ratcliffe, Nolan, Bartlett (Grant 46), Blackwell, Tramacchi 
(Dunne 54), Duus, Revell (Reuter 54), Canham, Ferguson (Harch 
46), Maza, Mann. 

Pride: Proszczalek. Ingles, Alley (Scevak 54), Stevens, Dunne, 
Wilson, Amber Neilson, Colthorpe (Crawford 46), McMinn (Aimie 
Neilson 70), Attwill, Gill, 


TOP GOALSCORERS 


{As.at End of Round Five) 


Taryn ROCKALL 
NSW. Sapphires 
4 Jessica HALFPENNY 
Adelaide Sensation 


4 April MANN 
Queensland Sting 
3 Jamara MAZA 
Queensland Sting 
3 Kim REVELL 


Queensland Sting 
3 Tara McMINN 
Northern NSW Pride 


Sat 16 Dec Queensiand Sting v Winner Semifinal tbc 


SAPPHIRES SLAM 
SENSATION 


NSW SAPPHIRES 5 
(Lisa Warrener 3, Justine McLaughlin 24, Michelle Carney 44, Taryn 
Rockall 64, Catherine Cannuli 82m) 


ADELAIDE SENSATION 0 
at Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 


it hes Sapphires steamrolied Sensation in a clash which promised to 
play a major part in deciding Queensland Sting’s opponent in the 
16 December grandfinal. 

The Adelaide outfit appeared unusually tentative, and had few 
answers to NSW’s confidence and composure on the ball, despite the 
absence of Kelly Golebiowski (suspended), and Heather Garriock 
from the visitors’ lineup. 

The Sapphires opened their account after just three minutes from a 
comer, Lisa Warrener the scorer amidst a goalmouth scramble. 

Justine McLaughlin scored from point blank range from another 
comer, and Michelle Carney converted a one-on-one with the keeper 
to give the Sapphires a 3-0 lead at the break. 

Adelaide came out firing after half-time and had a Stacey Stocco 
diving header disallowed for offside. The home side's disappoint- 
ment increased as NSW continued to rack up more goals, Taryn 
Rockall with a solo effort and Catherine Cannuli with a clinical finish 
to a squared ball. Adelaide’s biggest loss in history could not have 
come at a worse time. 

Sapphires: Kell (King 82), Tann-Darby, Warrener, Kristine 
Collins, Slatyer (Kimber 79), Rockall, L Collins (Kathryn Collins’ 
59), Klessattel (Davison 77), Carney, Cannuli, McLaughlin (Gilbert 
72). 

Sensation: Trimboli, Yozzo (Fata 76), C May, Gawlik (H May 46), 


| Morris, Spagnoletti (Harrison 65), Stocco, Alagich, Winn, Jones 


(Tsacos 49), Halfpenny. 


GRAND FINAL FINALE 


A bumper crowd is-expected at the WNSL grandfinal which 
Queensland has organised as part of a triple header of top 
level football at the fine Suncorp Stadium complex in 
Brisbane. } 

Queensland Sting will kick off the grandfinal at 8.00pm |) 
after the National Youth League and Brisbane Strikers versus 
Auckland Kingz NSL fixtures. 


FINALS SERIES: 
Semi-final (2nd v 3rd playoff): 
Sat 9 December 
NSW Sapphires v Northern NSW Pride 
(tbc) St George Stadium, Sydney 


GRAND FINAL: 
Sat 16 December 

Queensland Sting v Winner Semifinal 

Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 


ROUND 5 
Sat 2 Dec 
Adelaide Sensation v NSW Sapphires Spm 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Sat 2 Dec 
Victoria Vision vy Canberra Eclipse 3pm 
Epping Stadium 
Sun 3 Dec 
Northern NSW Pride v Queensland Sting 11am 

‘Coffs Harbour Stadium 


SEMI-FINAL 
Sat 9 Dec 2nd Place v 3rd Place tbc tbe 


GRAND FINAL 


4.00pm 


8.00pm 
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VISION AND 
ECLIPSE DRAW 


VICTORIA VISION 
(Selin Kuralay 34, Leigh Terek 54) 


CANBERRA ECLIPSE 
(Gill Thomson 24, own goal 85) 
at Epping Stadium, Melbourne 


ictoria Vision needed to win their last Saturday match over 

Canberra Eclipse to have a chance of claiming 3rd spot, but shot 
themselves in the foot with an unfortunate own goal with five min- 
utes remaining 

The 2-2 result however gave Eclipse their first.point of the season. 
Key players were absent from each side, Vision without Louisa 
Bisby, Daniela Digiammarco and Denise Wright, and Eclipse miss- 
ing Sacha Wainwright and Amy Taylor. 

Visitors Canberra took the lead midway through the first half 
through Gill Thomson after a neat build-up. But Vision started to 
control play, and equalised ten minutes later through Selin Kuralay, 
finishing off a top long pass from Diane Jansen. 

The dynamic Kuralay was unlucky not to score at least one more 
with several great chances as Victoria took control of the play. 

The Vics were rewarded with a penalty after a handball in the box, 
duly converted by Leigh Terek to claim the vital lead. But a last ditch 
effort by Canberra broke Vision’s hearts, their defender under pres- 
sure in the air to clear a high ball headed past the stranded keeper into 
her own net. 

Vision: Barbieri, McEvoy, Romano. (Lovie 46), Groenewald, 
Saville, Black (Humble 76), A Kapusta, Jansen, L Kapusta (Lamb 
46) (Vardakas 83), Kuralay, Terek. 

Eclipse: Butland, Hoy, Borucinski, Staniforth (Beattie 74), Kunz, 
Karp, P Hepperlin, Wilson, Thomson (Somi 89), Rawson (Riley 85), 
Doyle. 


WOMEN’S NATIONAL SOCCER 
LEAGUE SEMI-FINAL 


NSW SAPPHIRES vs 
NORTHERN NSW PRIDE 


Saturday 9 December 


St George Stadium 
(Bestic St, Rockdale) 


5pm Kick-Off 


NSW Sapphires is proudly sponsored by 
Sapphire Technologies 


FINAL POINTS LADDER 


QUEENSLAND STING 
NSW SAPPHIRES 
NTHERN NSW PRIDE 
ADELAIDE SENSATION 
VICTORIA VISION 
CANBERRA ECLIPSE 


| Premier League 


ROUND 5 


PANTHERS 


Blacktown City 
Penrith Panthers 


By Don O’Regan 


he main talking point after this 

game wasn’t the spirited perfor- 

mance of_ Penrith or Blacktown’s 
fifth consecutive win of the season, but the 
niggling antics of the man-in-the-middle, 
Nick Asargiotis, 

His constant stoppages for innocuous 
misdemeanours, both real and imagined, and 
repeated lectures to players, disrupted the 
flow of what promised to be an exciting sec- 
ond half and had all the spectators venting 
their frustrations, 

ft would be a shame if the increasing 
crowds at the new summer season were dri- 
ven away by inept displays from.match offi- 
cials. On three notable occasions, twice for 
Blacktown and once for Penrith, players 
were through on goal only for the over zeal- 
ous referee to disregard the advantage mule 
and award free-kicks to the attacking side so 
that he could then lecture players. As he was 
reminded on countless occasions, by the 
increasingly angry spectators, people had 
paid money to watch the players, not the 
histrionics of the referee. 

With the Demons losing Damien Brown 
to Parramatta Power and Mark Racker out 
injured, coach Brian Brown was forced to 


e KESULTS e 


Blacktown 1 defeated Penrith 0 
St George 2 Sutherland 1 
Central Coast 2 defeated Belconnen 1 


ROUND THREE 
Penrtih 3 Sutherland 3 


Peter Sermanni; 
Strong performer. 
make changes to the team that had started the 
previous four games and in came Steve 
Riches at the back and Ziatko Donev up front 
for their first starts of the season. 

The first half was quite even although 
City keeper John Crawley had to be on his 
toes in the 20th minute when he held Ben 
Wright’s fiercely driven strike and again in 
the 37th minute when Chris Ackerley’s right- 
sided cross was smartly headed down by 
Paul Marosevic but Crawley nullified the 
attempt, saving at the foot of the left post. 
Darren locca’s two attempts and Peter 
Sermanni’s drive were also comfortably 
dealt with by Chad Taylor in the Panthers’ 
goal, 

The Demons started the second half in 


Player 

Steve Lazzari 
Darren focca 
George Cattanach 
Zlatko Donev 
Yadim Mikoutski 
Robbie Gomez 


Colin Luff 


Michael Hawrysiuk 


furious fashion and unsurprisingly went 
ahead after only four minutes when Donev 
repaid his coach’s faith in giving him a start. 
Taylor’s free-kick from inside his area 
Teached the centre circle but was powerfully 
headed back by City defender Paul Yates, 
The header bisected two Penrith defenders 
and Donev quickly latched on to the free ball 
and sped towards the goal. As he entered the 
goal area he drew the keeper and sprinted 
around him before coolly sliding the ball into 
the net for his second goal in as many games. 

Darren locca, keen to maintain his lead in 
the goalscoring charts, had three attempts in 
the next six minutes but Taylor was equal to 
the task on each occasion. 

From the bench, Danny Hinton was 
injected into the fray by his coach, Stan 
Ackerley and his speed down the flank 
immediately started to redress the balance. 
Tim O'Connell's shot in the sth mute, 
from Jason Sciberras’ cut back, was tipped 
over the bar by Crawley and six minutes later 
it was City’s turn to go close after a neat 
build-up from Willard and Sermanni gave 
Donev space on the right but his shot was 
ust off target. 

As the game went off the boil thunks to 
the unnecessary interference of the referee. a 
Blacktown victory seemed inevitable 
although Hinton gave the reigning Premiers 
a scare towards the end when he outpaced the 
City defence but saw his curling drive can- 
non back off the foot of the right upright. 


e TOP SCORERS « 


AFTER ROUND 5 

Club G 
Belconnen 

Blacktown 

Belconnen 

Blacktown City 
Blacktown City 
Bonnyrigg 

Bonnyrigg 

Bonnyrigg 


+ 


WMH NHNAWE 


NSW PREMIER 
LEAGUE LADDER 


(AFTER Rounp 5) 


Blacktown City 
Belconnen 
Bonnyrigg 
C’bury M’ville 
St George 
Central Coast 
Parramatta 
Leichhardt 
Sutherland 
Penrith — 
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weather again caused disrup- 
Wi: to NSW Premier League fix- 
tures, with Friday night’s inner-westerm 
Sydney derby between Canterbury 
Marrickville and Leichhardt called off by 
the local Council, and referee Greg 
Leverton declaring the Serbian Centre 
surface unplayable for the match of the 
round between Bonnyrigg and 
Parramatta Eagles. 


St George v Sutherland 

At St George Stadium on Friday night, 
St George posted their second win of the 
season against Sutherland Sharks in the 
southern Sydney derby, Macarthur Rams 
recruit Colin McAusland gave 
Sutherland the lead early in the first-half 
with a sublime chip. 

Emmanuel Papageorgiou equalised for 
St George in the 69th minute with a 
glancing header and a mistake from a 

{ corner by Sharks goalkeeper Daniel 
Farias saw Angelo Petratos condemn 
Sutherland to its third’ defeat of the sea- 
son. 

The Scores: St George 2 
(Papageorgiou 69m, Petratos 77m) - 
Sutherland 1 (McAusland 54m) 


Central Coast v Belconnen 
In Gosford on Saturday night, Central 


Coast claimed another prized scalp of the 
NSW Premier League. Following their 
Round | victory against Bonnyrigg, the 
Coasties defeated Belconnen Blue Devils 
2-1 to sit mid-place on the ladder. Clint 
Smith and Adam Peatey gave the home 
side a 2-0 lead before Steve Lazzari 
scored his 7th goal of the season for 
Belconnen. 

The Scores: Central Coast 2 (Smith 
17m, Peatey 28m) - Belconnen | (Lazzari 
42m) 


Penrith v Blacktown 

At Andrews Road Field on Saturday | 
night, Blacktown City extended their 
unbeaten run to 24 games and their win- 
ning streak to 10 games following their 
1-0 defeat of Penrith, 

Zlatko Doney rounded Chad Taylor in f 
the Penrith goal shortly-after the break to 
secure all three points for Blacktown. 


Penrith v Sutherland 


In a rescheduled fixture fram Round 3, 
Penrith registered their first point of the 
season following a tense 3-3 draw with 
Sutherland Sharks at Andrews Road 
Field on Sunday. 


NSW Premier 


NSW Premier Leaque 


League 


www.nswpremierleague.com 


SATURDAY 9 DECEMBER 


Under 19s: 5.00pm 
Belconnen v Bonnyrigg 


Under 19s: 4.30pm 
Leichhardt v Penrith — 
Blacktown City v St George 


First Grade: 7.00pm 
GREENWAY OVAL 
First Grade 6.30pm 


~ LAMBERT PARK 


GABBIE STADIUM 


SUNDAY 10 DECEMBER 


Under 19s: 4.30pm _ 


First Grade: 6.30pm 


Parramatta Eagles v Canterbury MELITA STADIUM 


Rescheduled Fixture from Round 2 (First Grade only) 
Leichhardt v St George, Lambert Park, Tuesday December 7pm 


Catch up with all the latest news on the 
NSW Premier League and other NSW 


Soccer news 


@ ‘Soccer Saturday’ on 


Radio 2SER-FM (107.3) 


Official clothing 
supplier to ~ 


from 11am-12pm every Saturday 


www.soccernsw.com.au 
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National Youth League 2000/2001 


FRIDAY | DECEMBER 2000 
Parramatta Power seesesed Sydney United 
(Lee 31' 82') (Clowes 22', Akwasi 53’, 
Agyei 89’) 
Wollongong Wolves ...1 
(Austin 30') 


Newcastle United 
(Hughes 35°, K. O'brien 61', Pryce 81’, 
Provost 86’) 


SATURDAY 2 DECEMBER 2000 
Sydney Olympic Youth 1 
(Baldwin 49’, Dreger 84') (Parisi 47') 
Canberra Cosmos ........ +++ Marconi § Colts 
(Ivanic 42°, Aleksic 54° 72') (Brosque 44’) 
SUNDAY 3 DECEMBER 2000 
Beabeoa tS) aeceboceropapaad 9 
(Own goal 28’, Metanomski 34’, 
Martin 39' 52°, Pirone 58’ 86’, 
Wells 67', McKay 74’, Johnson 84'} 


ACT Academy 


Marconi Stallions Youth 
(Gulessarian 37' 66’ 80') 
Sydney Olympic Academy 2 
(James 15", Hunt 44') 

~ Bye - Northern Spirit 


Newcastle United Colts 0 


A.LS, 

Northern Spirit 
Marconi Stallions 
Sydney United 
Parramatta Power 
Wollongong Wolves 
QAS. 

Marconi Stallions Colts 
Canberra Cosmos 
NS.WLS. 

Sydney Olympic 
Newcastle United 
Sydney Olympic Academy 
Newcastle United Colts 
ACT Academy 


HK KV NHNNHYYWEWUAOS 
SOHP KK NNOHKH- SoH oOo 
OerooeeueH oe oceoH-em 
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w/e 10th December 2000 K/O 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 8 
NSWIS vs Sydney Olympic Academy 
6:30pm Valentine Sports Park 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 9 
Sydney United Vs Canberra Cosmos 
4:00pm Sydney United Sports Centre 
Northern Spirit Vs Marconi Stallions Youth 
4:00pm Christie Park 
Marconi Stallions Colts Vs Wollongong Wolves 
5:00pm Marconi Stadium 
Sydney Olympic Youth Vs Parramatta Power 
4:00pm, Belmore Sports Ground 
ACT Academy Vs Newcastle United 
5:00pm AIS Soccer Field 


29/01/01 
Newcastle United Colts Vs QAS 
6:30pm McLaughlin Oval 
BYE AIS 


LEADING SCORERS 
Agyei Akwasi Sydney United 
Akwasi Agyeman = Sydney United 
‘Aldridge Daniel Wollongong Wolves 
“Aleksic: Ned Canberra Cosmos 

~ Amegashie Andy: Sydney Olympic Academy 
Austin Liam Wollongong Wolves 


SOUTHERN DIVISION (ROUND OG) 


FRIDAY 24 NOVEMBER 2000 
Melbourne Knights Acad ......1 | Melbourne Knights ...3 
(Sertan Doganay) (Josip Loncaric 2, 
Jasmin Sehic) 


WEDNESDAY 29 NOVEMBER 2000 
South Dandenong v Preston Lions 
(Match postponed) 

. FRIDAY 1 DECEMBER 2000 
Melbourne Knights ..... +eeeeel Eastern Pride ........ 3 
{Josip Loncaric) (Eamon’O’ Hare, Denis 
Craig Elvin) Mustac, 
Carlton Peninsula Blues ...... « 4 South Melbourne ..... 1 


(Mark Elvin, Nick Waite, (Marco Sentili) 
Caleb Nicholls, Luke Vittira) 
SATURDAY 2 DECEMBER 2000 
Sth Melb Eagles Academy ....,. 3 Albury Wodonga .... 0 
(Arif El Dib 2, own goal} 
Preston Lions ........cceeeeed 0 Melb Knights Acad ...1 


(Tommy Skupnjak) 
Carlton Institute .............5 | Green Gully .........0 
{Marc lacobaccio 2, Frank Lagana, 


Daniel Debevc, own goal) 


SUNDAY 3 DECEMBER 2000 
Fawkner Blues ...........-..+ () VAG) etsAtceicareoons 1 
(Serkan Oksuz) 
Bye v Bulleen Zebras 
Bye v South Dandenong 

Team PWODLFA Pt 
Eastern Pride 650106 15 
VIS Gad) Ol ee Speen) 
Melbourne Knights SG al 0" 2 tr do) 2 
Carlton Peninsula Blues oe 2) I a B 
Carlton S SS OD tek 3 
South Melbourne Institute 553) Oee2 eT 49) 
South Melbourne Eagles Ac S Sept) 109 
Melbourne Knights Academy Ce & Psy 
South Dandenong Bs PN DN: 
Bulleen Zebras 6 2 O 4 9) 16556 
Green Gully Cavaliers 67 I) 1 4 e4p toes 
Albury Wodonga Grol MIP 485) isa ge 
Fawkner Blues Sule On de Gp 200ets 
Preston Lions 4004117 0 


SOUTHERN DIVISION FIXTURES 
FRIDAY 8 DECEMBER 2000 


Albury Wodonga v South Melbourne, 
(Greenfield Park, 7 pm} 


Melbourne Knights Academy y Bulleen Zebras, 
(Knights Stadium, 7.30 pm) 


ROUND 7 
SATURDAY 9 DECEMBER 2000- 


South Melbourne Eagles Acad v South Dandenong, 
(Keilor Park Reserve, 5 pm) 
Eastern Pride v Preston Lions, 
(Mobil Park, 7 pm) 
VIS v Melbourne Knights, 
(Grange Reserve, 4 pm) 
Green Gully v Fawkner Blues, 
(Green Gully Reserve, 5 pm) 


SUNDAY 10 DECEMBER 2000 


Albury Wodonga v Carlton, 
(Alexandra Park, 4 pm) 


South Melbourne v Bye 
Carlton Peninsula Blues v Bye 


By Roy Hay 


Jane Stadium by 4-2 in what must count as the upset of the sea- 

son so far. Ricky Catalano scored twice, Orry Kara once, and 
the other was an own goals for Bulleen. South Melbourne’s two goal 
were scored by Marco Sentili and Vince Lia. 

The match between South Dandenong and Preston Lions scheduled 
for Wednesday 29 November was postponed. 

In the top of the table clash at Knights Stadium, Eastern Pride retained 
its leadership with a 3-] win over Melbourne Knights youth. It was a 
tough, hard fought match with no goals in a very even first half, though 
the Knights had a penalty saved early on. The Pride broke through in 48 
minutes when Eamon O’ Hare scored but the Knights hit back with a goal 
by Josip Loncaric, his seventh of the season after 68 minutes. Three min- 
utes later Denis Mustac maintained his record of a goal in every. game so 
far with his seventh, He took advantage of a mistake in defence and his 
shot just trickled over the line and no more. Craig Elvin got a late goal 
on the break as the Knights went seeking an equaliser. The Knights gave 
a first start to Antoni Jankovski from Bulleen who had an excellent game 
wide on the right until a strain led to his replacement by Mark McCallum 
late in proceedings. Given that the Knights are missing some experi- 
enced players this was an excellent performance by both teams. 

Melbourne Knights Academy had a narrow 1-0 win over Preston 
Lions at Connor Reserve, with the only goal coming from Tommy 
Skupnjak after four minutes. The Academy’s best players were Skupnjak 
and Christian Ostadillo. Preston fought hard once again but had no luck 
in front of goal. 


S= Melbourne lost to Bulleen Zebras on Monday night at Bob 


South Melbourne Eagles Academy recorded a 3-0 home win over” 


Albury Wodonga. Arif El Dib scored twice, repeating last week’s feat 
and the other goal was an own goal. 

Carlton Peninsula Blues caused more grief to South Melbourne inflict- 
ing its second defeat in successive matches for South. The goals were 
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shared around between Mark Elvin, Nick Waite, Caleb Nicholls and 
Luke Vittira. Marco Sentili got South’s goal, One feature of this match, 
the Carlton Peninsula Blues first home game.on a. Friday night was the 
excellent support which turned up: Gus McLeod thought there might 
have been over 400 people to see the local lads and he thinks this shows 
that Carlton can establish a base in the south easter suburbs of 
Melbourne and the Peninsula, ] 

The Victorian Institute of Sport left it very late before it got the only | 
goal of the game against Fawkner Blues at Smith Reserve. Serkan Oksuz 
popped up in the 88th minute to grab the winner and deny Fawkner a | 
share of the points. 

Phil Stubbins reports on the Carlton versus Green Gully match. ‘The ] 
final zesult of 5-0 flatters Carlton’s performance. Green Gully, gave the 
boys a real run for their money with a spirited effort. It wasn’t until the 
second haif that Carlton began to get on top in this game. Green Gully 
went about their task with real gusto and to be fair to them were slightly 
the better side in. the first half. Some home truths at the halftime break 
seemed to hit home for the boys with Carlton giving a far more commit- 
ted effort after the interval. Carlton held a lot more of the possession as 
the second half progressed, gradually gaining the upper hand as the game | 
continued, 

Once the first goal went. in they came thick and fast. Marc Iacabaccio 
broke the deadlock in the 55th minute with a world class strike from | 
some 30 metres, the ball screaming into the top comer, Steve Martin 
struck the second, hitting in a drive from the edge of the box in the 78th j 
min. Daniel Debeve continued his impressive goal scoring record notch- 
ing in the 80th. Almost unbelievably, Iacabaccio scored a second goal | 
again from outside 30 metres, this time the ball flying into the opposite | 
top corner. The last goal came in the 86th minute from the impressive | 
Frank Lagana, who at only 15 is certainly one to watch for the future. | 
Lagana had a good strong showing in the middle of the park, more than | 
matching some of his older opposition players. The Carlton side again 
played with no overage players apart from the inclusion of Steve Martin. 
The 15 year olds that began the match against the Gully were John Tran, 
John Petridis, Peter Koutsoupias and the impressive Frank Lagana, 
Lagana, once more getting on the scoresheet to make it 2:goals from 2 
games now.” 

Bulleen Zebras and South Dandenong had the byes this week. 


LEADING SCORERS 
Denis Mustae Eastern Pride 
Josip Loncaric Melbourne Knights 
Daniel Debeve Carlton 
Nick Waite ~ Carlton Peninsula Blues 
Juan Nilo Eastern Pride” 
South Dandenong 
Carlton Peninsula Blues 
Fawkner Blues 
‘South Melbourne Eagles Ac 


Yictor Memeti- 
Carlo Malina 
ANf EL Dib 


ABSW’s Mark Stavroulakis continues his weekly look at 
Junior Soccer in Australia. 


Gregory Owens 


AT A GLANCE 


Full Name: 
Club: 

DOB: 
Left/Right: 

Eye Colour: 
Hair Colour: 
Height: 

Weight: 
Positions Played: 


Sydney Olympic 
27/1/81 

Both 

Hazel 

Dark Brown 
185em 

735kg 

Striker 


THE STATS &FACTS 


Clubs Played At: 
U13 Adamstown Rosebuds 
U4 Cessnock 
U15 Crystal Palace England (7 months) 
UL6 Western 
1997/99 — Newcastle Breakers 
2000 — Signed for Sydney Olympic 
Age Started Playing Soccer: 5 


THE LOOK FORWARD 


Career Highlight To Date: - Scoring 2 goals against 
Perth Glory two years ago and getting an Australian 
under 20’s call up. 

To make the Australian under.20’s side, 
establish myself here then play overseas. 
| Words-Of Advice: “Put in 100%, don’t sell 
! yourself short” 
| Best Advice Received: “Your never a failure until you 
"stop trying’ 
(Girlfriend) 


PERSONALITY INSIGHT 


Favourite Actor: Keanu Reeves 
Favourite Actress: Catherine Zeta Jones 
Top 5 Movies: 
-Gladiator 
-The Matrix 
~Angela’s Ashes 
-Braveheart 
-The Patriot 
| Favourite Comedian: Adam Sandler 
If you ‘could be a character from any movie who 
would you be? Mel Gibson in Braveheart 
Best ever concert: Jebediah live 
5 Cd’s You Couldn’t Do Without? 
-Powderfinger - Double Allergic 
-Regurgitator 
-Fuel — Shimmer 
-Smashing Pumpkins 
-W2 


) Ambition: 


Favourite TV show: South Park 

Favourite Cartoon Character: Carman 
} Dinner Party For 6, Who Would You Invite? 

-Girlfriend 
-All my family 

Entrée: 
Main Course: 
Dessert: 


Prawn Cocktails 
Seafood Platter 
Butter Scotch cake with ice cream 


THE PEERS 


Favourite Overseas Player: Rivaldo 
Favourite Overseas Team: Real Madrid 
Most Admired Australian Player (Local Based): 

: Ante Juric 

Most Admired Australian Player (Overseas Based): 
Brett Emerton 
Ante Juric 
Rivaldo 


Most Admired Defender: 
Most Admired Midfielder: 
Most Admired Striker: Teddy Sheringham 
Most Admired Goalkeeper: Bobby Catlin and 
| Clint Bolton 


Hai Opponent (Played): Glenn Moore 


f E Sydney Olympic mid- 


Gregory Lee Owens 


ne player that has 
been on fire at the 
moment is 


fielder 
Greg Owens, 

The 19-year-old = from 
Newcastle has already made a 
major impact towards Olympic’s 
great start to the season. 

Young Owens played the 
majority of his football in 
Newcastle, as it was at the local 
premier league, Greg made a 
name for himself. 

At the age of 13 he played for 
the Adamstown Rosebuds, then 
in the 14's went on to play for 
Cessnock. 

After two years in the local 
league. Greg tried his luck over- 
seas and was cffered a trial at 
First Division club Crystal 
Palace. Owens played in the 
reserve team for seven months in 
the vigorous and tenacious first 
division in England. 

“Tt was pretty hard at that time 
as I was only 15 years old and it 
was tough not having your fami- 
ly with you. It was a good expe- 
rience going to England and see- 
ing what us Australian guys are 
up against but it was tough to 
adapt to the lifestyle there. I real- 
ly wanted to come back and dis- 
tinguish a name for myself in 
Australia first, then head over- 
seas,” said Owens. 


-cum- striker 


After his stint in England, . 


Greg played a year’s footbalt for 
a local Newcastle club, Western, 
then was snapped up by the 
Newcastle Breakers. “I signed on 
a traineeship at the Breakers, It 
was a great club as the atmos- 
phere was great, and the people 


Greg Owens 


in Newcastle really got behind 
the squad. I spent two seasons at 
the Breakers where I played 43 
games and scored 5 goals, | real- 
ly enjoyed my stay there, also my 
debut against South Melbourne 
was very sentimental to my 
career as that was the game that 
kick started my career in soccer,” 
said Greg. 

After two good seasons at the 
Breakers, where many clubs had 
developed a nickname for young 
Owen as the ‘long range 
bomber’, as he packed a fierce 
shot, he decided to part company 
with the Novacastrians. “It was 
time fo move on. [ thought that it 
was about time I settled in a new 
environment. The management 
was going through a rough time 
as well as players didn't know 
whether the team was in the 
National League this season, so | 
decided to move to another 
club,” said "Grego’. 

“T decided to go to Olympic 
because they offered me what I 
wanted. | also knew that I had a 


place there, as the atmosphere 
was similar to the Newcastle 
side. Players like Troy Halpin, 
Harry James and Nicky Carle 1 
knew personally so that also 
helped me gel into the side,” said 
the former Newcastle star. 

Olympic’s start to the season 
has been close to phenomenal as 
the side sets the pace as the joint 
league leaders. “I've been real 
happy at Olympic, we are doing 
excellent in the league and must 
carry on with the job. | think its 
due to the fact that everyone gets 
along real well. like a close knit 
family, and all the players want 
to play for each other. The side is 
great as we have a mix of young 
and old so mixture is real impor- 
tant as well,” said the young 
striker. 

Greg is one of the many play- 
ers currently in the running for an 
U20 Australian spot in the up and 
coming World Cup finals in 
Argentina. “I attended the first 
camp earlier this year. this news 
came as a real big shock to me. ] 
feally want to concentrate on 
playing well for my club this 
year and hopefully rewards will 
come my way,” said the hopeful 
young Socceroos. 

The former Wallsend High 
student has already bagged three 
goals for his new club and hopes 
that he can score many more this 
year, “I want to help the club as 
much as I can in achieving that 
ultimate goal and that’s winning 
the Nationa! League. Branko has 
us all as a family and with his 
knowledge and tactics of the 
game anything is possible,” said 
the young star, a 


wy 


s one of Sydney 
Olympic long list of 
new recruits, Damon 


Collina has adapted well to the 
Sydney lifestyle. 

The 22-year-old is currently 
in one of the hottest sides in 
Australia, but it was the hard 
work that he put in as a young 
lad that paved the way for his 
success this year. 

Collina started his soccer 
career in the Victorian Premier 
League with Bulleen. “I started 
at the club when I was 15 and 
worked my way up towards the 
first grade side. It was a good 
club that was a stable for many 
promising youngsters. The 
league itself was quite physical 
but it helped me play against 
older and much more tougher 
opponents,” said Damon. 

Before playing in the 
Victorian Premier League, 
Collina was involved in two 
National Titles representing 
Victoria. “In the Ul3"s we 
played at Lismore and in the 
Ul4's in Brisbane. Both 
Nationals were awesome as they 
opened new avenues for my 
career as many people were 
watching. Playing against Harry 
Kewell and Brett Emerton as 
youngsters {s something that I'll 
never forget,” said the former 
striker, 

Damon decided that it was 
time to Part Company with 
Bulleen and was signed by the 
Melbourne Knights. “Carlton, 
Gippsland and the Knights 
approached me when I left 
Bulleen. I chose the Knights, as 
T knew | had a place in the start- 


ing eleven and signed a one-year 
deal with an option of a second, 
My time at the Knights wasn’t 
what I expected as the club 
changed coaches and the board 
so many times, the team was 
everywhere. I played 20 games 
for the club and decided to leave 
after the year was over. J will 
never forget my debut with the 
Knights as it was against rivals 


Damon Collina 


Sydney United. it was a huge 
buzz to be apart of a derby 
match as there were around 
8,000 people watching, and the 
good thing was we won 1-0 
Overall it was a good experi- 
ence,” said the former Knights 
star. 

After his stint at the Knights, 
due to contract problems, 
Damon was not allowed to play 
for a National League club after 
he left the Knights. “Because 1 
had an option of a second year, 
the club refused any offer from 
any National League clubs for a 
year, so I decided to play for the 
Port Melbourne Sharks in the 


Victorian Premier League. It 
was at the Sharks that 1 was 
noticed by Sydney Olympic, 
through Frank Arok (Olympic’s 
Technical Director) afier he took 
over as coach for a few games. 
He changed my position from an 
all round striker to a defensive 
midfielder. Frank then contacted 
some scouts from the club te 
took at me and they liked what 
they saw and signed me up,” 
said the lucky striker cum defen- 
sive midfielder. 

Damon has already played 4 
out of the last 7 matches with 
Olympic and is really happy 
about the team and his own 
progress. “I debuted against 
Marconi and did pretty good 
coming off the bench and setting 
up a goal in our 3-2 dramatic 
win, it was a good start for 
myself at the club. Pre-season 
was pretty ordinary, we had 
plenty of interstate players com- 
ing to the club so settling in was 
the first thing we had to do. But 
after being with the squad for a 
couple of months now I feel as 
though the team has developed a 
family spirit. Players push each 
other to the limit on and off the 
park and that is why we have 
done so well,” said the Olympic 
Star. : 

The former Victorian 
University of Technology stu- 
dent believes that the mixture of 
young and old players is a 
strong formula for the future. “T 
think with players like Halpin. 
Marusic, Juric and Bolton and 
then our young lads, 


together produces a 
strong team.” 


Damon Collina zs 
AT A GLANCE 


Full Name: Damon Collina 
Ciub: Sydney Olympic 
DOB: 13/9/78 
Left/Right: Left 
Eye Colour: Green 
Hair Colour: Light Brown, Blonde 
Height: 188cm 
Weight: 84kg 
Positions Played: Defender - Utility 


THE STATS &FACTS 


Clubs Played At: 
U13 — Essendon City 


UI5 — Ist Grade — Bulleen 
1997/98 signed for two seasons with the 
Melbourne Knights 
1999/2000 - Port Melbourne Sharks 
Signed with Sydney Olympic in 2000 
Age Started Playing Soccer: 7 


THE LOOK FORWARD 


Career Highlight To Date: Playing forthe Australian | 
Schoolboys side scoring a hat-trick against Wales, and 
my debut with the Knights against Sydney United 
Ambition: To play overseas 
Words Of Advice: ‘Always believe in your ability and 
yourself and always be patient and keep focus on the 
goal you go for’ 

‘Believe in your dreams.and 
follow them’ 

{coaches) 


PERSONALITY INSIGHT 


Favourite Actor: Brad Pitt 
Favourite Actress: Michelle Pfeitfer 
Top 5 Movies: 

-The Whole 9 Yards 
-The Beach 
-The Hurricane 
-The Crow 
-Debbie Does Dallas 
Favourite Comedian: Jerry Seinfeld 
If you could be a character from any movie who 
would you be? Luke Perry in Beverly Hills 90210 
Best ever concert: Big Day Out (Melbourne) 
5 Cd’s You Conldn’t Do Without? 
-Clubbers Guide To Trance 
-Full Frequency — Mixed by Mark Dynamix 
-Ministry of Sound Collection 
-Powderfinger — Double Allergic 
-Seven Dust 


Best Advice Received: 


Favourite TV show: Neighbours 
Favourite Cartoon Character: Popeye 
Dinner Party For 6, Who Would You Invite? 
Family 
Girlfriend (Katherine) 

Kylie Minogue 
The Neighbors Cast 
Kevin Sheedy 
Anna Koumakova 
Peas and Carrots with Gravy 

Chops and Sausages 
A scoop of Ice Cream with 


Chocolate Mudcake | 


THE PEERS 


Favourite Overseas Player: Alessandro Nesta 
Favourite Overseas Team: Juventus 


Most Admired Australian Player (Local Based): 


Greg Owens & Nick Carle 


|) Most Admired Australian Player (Overseas Based): 
Mark Viduka 
Alessandro Nesta 
Rivaldo 
Gabriel Batistuta 
Gianluigi Buffon 


Mast Admired Defender: 
Most Admired Midfielder: 
Most Admired Striker: 
Most Admired Goalkeeper: 
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FAMOUS PHOTOS 


This is Michael Rutherford who is.10 years old. He has recently been 
selected by the Macarthur Rams to play goalkeeper in their Under 11 
representative team for 2001. 

Attached is a photo of Michael with Alan Shearer of Newcastle United 
Football Club when his family visited the UK for a holiday in 

‘October/November 2000. It was taken on 31st October, 2000, when they 
_ visited their training session at Chester-le-Street. 

He also met Shay Given, Steve Harper, Andy Griffin, Nolberto Solano, 
Lamano Lua Lua and Manager Bobby Robson. He got all their auto- 
graphs and photos with them all. 

The following night 1st November 2000, they went to St James’ Park to 
see Newcastle beat Bradford City 4-3 in a Worthington Cup match. From 
all reports it was excellent!! 


Richmond Saliba 
arrived in England 


Trials Aston Villa 28/11/2000 
Trials Arsenal 9/12/2000 


Richmond is presently playing with Dover Athletics U/19's after first game 
with U/17's. 
Richmond last season played with Leichhardt Tigers U/15’s and NSW State 


~ SEND. PHOTOS TO: = os 
AN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY, P.O. BOX 115, 
- MARRICKVILLE NSW 1475, 
‘OR Ez MAIL PHOTOS IN JPEG FORMAT TO: 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com or _ 
soccer @foreignlanguage.com.au 
*All photos will be returned. 
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hat a difference 
four years makes 
in football. After 


being humiliated in their 
own backyard by Brazil, 
Spain desk out some sweet 
lefleat 


former kings 0 


na superd final 


has been a brillinnt W 


Tazil tasted the bitter 


dre ho 


By Daniel Giorelando 


razil, Portugal, Russia 

and Spain all quali- 

fied for the semi-finals 
of the Futsal World Cup in 
Guatemala following the 
completion of matches in 
phase two last Thursday. 

Whilst Brazil and Spain easi- 
ly qualified after winning all 
three of their group games 
respectively, both Russia and 
Portugal crawled over the line to 
complete the final four line up. 

An intriguing semi final 
line up see's Brazil taking on 
the unfashionable Portuguese 
while Spain and Russia were 
to face off in the tougher of the 
two semis. 

Of all four teams in the 
semi's, Russia were the lucki- 
est to qualify after losing two 
of their phase two games, 
however goal difference 
allowed the European's to 
scrap through ahead of Egypt, 
who had earlier in the week 
pulled off the biggest upset of 
the tournament to down the 
Russians 6-4. 

Russia, Egypt and 
Argentina all ended the second 
phase with one win and two 
losses however Russia has a 


FAVOURITE 
TO FINA 


far better for and against (13- 
13), which was seven goals 
ahead of Egypt (13-20) and 
eight ahead of Argentina (6- 
14). 

The Russians, needing a 
win against Brazil in their final 
group game, were blown off 
the court by the favourites who 
racked up five goals in the first 
half, to lead 5-0 at the break. 

Russia saved some face to 
score two late goals, which 
ultimately proved to be the 
teason why they qualified for 
the semi’s ahead of Egypt. 

Manoel Tobias scored three 
goals for the Brazilians, and is 
now atop of the goal scoring 
charts with 16 for the tourna- 
ment. 


Egypt celebrate their win over Russia. 


3 


2. roared 
goals within 
five to Manoel 
Tobias, his 19th of the cam- 
paign, and Vander in the 35th 
minute to give the holders a 
3-2 lead. 

But the match took yet 
another turn when Rodriguez 
bagged his first and then 
more drama was to unfold as 
he popped up to grab his sec- 
ond, and probably the most 
crucial goal of his career in 
the last minute of play. 

Portugal finished the tour- 
nament in.third spot after 
downing Russia 4-2 thanks 
to a double by Majo. Russia 


L FO 


Egypt were expected to 
defeat the bottom placed 
Argentineans and hence secure 
a semi-final berth against 
Spain however the unexpected 
occurred as Argentina secured 
a 4-3 win, one which left the 
South Americans rooted at the 
bottom of Group E and at the 
same time eliminated the 
plucky Egyptians. 

Portugal qualified as the 
second placed team in Group F 
after ousting Croatia in a tense 
final group match by 3-1. With 
the scores locked after 23 min- 
utes, Croatia lost concentra- 
tion and in a split second, they 
allowed the Portuguese to grab 
two goals within a minute. 

Croatia were able to pull 


THROUGH 
R 


Spain celebrate a goal. 
had skipped out a 2-0 lead 
after just 10 minutes howev- - 
er strikes to Nitinha (15), 
Majo (27 and 28) and 
Rogerio Santos cemented 
their third placed finish, 


one back with just three min- 
utes left however it was too lit- 
tle too late as their all out 
attacking play was punished 
with a late goal, ending their 
chances of going through. 

Whilst Portugal and Russia 
have struggled through to the 
final four, the same can't be 
said for Spain and Brazil, who 
will be favoured to meet up in 
the final, a replay of the last 
World Cup final in Spain in 
1996. 

Spain were the first team 
into the semi’s after sweeping 
all before them, conceding just 
one goal in the second stage 
and amassing 15. Following 
wins over Croatia (5-0) and 
Portugal (3-1) to give them 
passage into the semi’s, they 
produced a clinical display 
against ~ an _— outclassed 
Netherlands side by 7-0. with 
Julio, Daniel and Paulo 
Roberto all grabbing hat- 
tricks. 

Tf Spain looked clinical, 
then Brazil look unbeatable 
after scoring a whopping 22 
goals in their three phase two 
games. First up wins against 


- Egypt (12-4) and archrivals 


Argentina (4-1) was followed 
up by their domination of 
Russia by 6-2. 


— Cup “imal four 
i em. the inform teams of this competi 
} will do battle in an eagerly awaited remate 
from 1996 after Spain won a thrilling semi 
final aeamst Rossin 4-3 while’ Brazil were 
more clinical in their 8-0 win over Portugal 
As expected, Spain and Russia put on a 
spectaele for the strong crowd in the Domo 
Hall with the lead exchanging hands on 
humerous occasions and the play moying from 
end to end, before a thrilling end to this titan- 
ic struggle with Spain's Daniel providing the 
winner just seven seconds before full time. 
Ina match worthy of a final, Russia struck 
first through captain Alexander Verizhnikov 
who put home a spectacular goal from an 
acute angle just two minutes into the 
encounter. 
The European champions lead until the 
15th minute until Paulo Roberto equalised. 
Spain commenced the second half chasing 
an early goal and they managed a break- 
through courtesy of a strike by Daniel who 
gave his side a 2-1 lead after 23 minutes. 
Russian once again drew level through cap- 
tain Verizhnikov who scored his second goal, 
with just under two minutes left on the clock. 


Spain's Daniel (left) celebrates. 
with Santi after scoring the winner 
against Russia the semi 
finals of the Futsal world Cup. 
Spain Beat Russia 3-2. 


The game was headed to extra time howev- 
er this enthralling tussle took yet another tum 
when the Spaniards grabbed a winner at the 
death through Daniel who became Russia's 
nightmare, grabbing his. second goal of the 
match just seven seconds before the final 
whistle. 

The striker slotted home from close range 
between the legs of Russian keeper Oleg 
Denisov to send the Spaniards into raptures, 
and at the same time, sending their opponents 
into utter despair. 

Brazil look like world-beaters following 
their seventh victory in a row at this tourna- 
ment as the South Americans hammered 
Portugal 8-0. 

Seven different players etched their name 
onto the scoresheet, the irrepressible Manoel 
Tobias, the only player to bag a double, as he 
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Portugal's Teixeira (right) fight with 
Brazil’s Vander 
during the South American’s 8-0 
win in the Semi-finals of Futsal 
World Cup in Guatemala City. 


lifted his tournament tally to 18. 

The World Champions were simply too 
strong for their opponents and were already 
leading 3-0 at half-tme through goals to 
Tobias, Schumacher and Andre. 

The only downside to the win was the bro- 
ken finger suffered by Schumacher who 
slipped whilst teammate Vander jumped on his 
back. 

Schumacher broke the small finger on his 
Jeft hand in the incident and was in doubt for 
the final, which was to be played less than 48 
hours later. 

Vander, responsible for injuring his team- 
mater, took out his frustration on his oppo- 
nents by scoring what may well be the goal of 
the tournament after beating Portuguese keep- 
er Nana with a lifted shot from almost 30 
metres. 

Following Vander's spectacular. goal in the 
28th minute, further strikes to Almir, Indio 
Manoel Tobias and Anderson sealed the fate 
of the Portuguese. 


Vander jumps on top of 
Schumacher after scoring. 
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BOLOGNA 1 


VICENZA 1 

delightful overhead kick-by 

forward Luca Toni gave 

Vicenza an away draw at 
Bologna. 

Bologna took the lead with a fine 
strike by Argentine forward Julio 
Cruz in the 33rd minute. 

But Toni’s “goal of the week” 
effort six minutes later earned 
Vicenza a point, 


INTER MILAN 2 
JUVENTUS 2 


uventus made a dream start 
with goals from French inter- 
national team-mates David 
Trezeguet and Zinedine Zidane 
inside the first 10 minutes. 
But Inter, stung by their 6-1 defeat 
at Parma in the Italian Cup in mid- 
week, hit back through Laurent Blanc 
and Luigi Di Biagio to salvage a draw 


which will ease the pressure on coach 
Marco Tardelli. 


LECCE 1 


FIORENTINA 1 
es Chiesa’s penalty in the 
S4th minute secured 
Fiorentina a draw at Lecce. 

Defender Alessandro Conticchio 
gave Lecce the lead after 11 minutes 
with a right foot strike from the edge 
of the penalty area. 

Nine minutes after the interval 
Lecce defender De Souza Juarez held 
Chiesa in the box and the Fiorentina 
player converted his spot kick to earn 
the visitors their fifth draw of the sea- 
son. 


NAPOLI 1 
BARI 0 


lorward Nicola Amoruso 
scored on the stroke of half- 


time and Napoli held on to 


Marcelo Salas (right) gets his toot to the ball ahead of Reggina keeper Massimo Taibi to score. 


win against Bari, 

It was Napoli’s first victory of the 
season and it came in front of 40,000 
fans at the San Paolo stadium. 

Bari are now second from bottom 
with five points, one more than 
Reggina. 


PERUGIA 0 
AS ROMA 0 


S Roma were held to their 

first draw of the season by 

mid-table Perugia at a sold- 
out Renato Curi stadium. 

Roma attacked for most of the 
match and came close several times 
through Gabriel Batistuta and Marco 
Delvecchio. 

Perugia’s pressing midfield and 


= 


man-to-man marking made it difficult 
for the Roma forwards to get their 
shots on target and enabled Serse 
Cosmi’s side to pick up a deserved 
draw. 


UDINESE 0 
AC MILAN 1 


ndriy Shevchenko’s eighth 
league goal of the season 
we AC Milan a hard- 

earned win at Udinese. 
Shevchenko was quick to pounce 
on a Paolo Maldini cross six minutes 
into the second half and sweep the 
ball into the net. Udinese have now 
lost two games in a row while AC 
Milan, with 10 points from four 
matches, continue their steady climb 


AC Milan’s Andriy Shevchenko punches the air after scoring the winner against Udinese. 
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up the table after a slow start. 


VERONA 2 
BRESCIA 1 


x-Brescia striker Emiliano 

Bonazzoli scored against his 

former side in the fifth 
minute and youngster Alberto 
Gilardino added a late second to 
clinch victory for Verona. 

Dario Hubner gave Brescia hope 
when he scored from inside the box 
in the final minute and the visitors 
almost equalised when Francesco 
Marino hit the post in injury time. 


LAZIO 2 
REGGINA 0 


n unmarked Marcelo Salas 
opened the scoring in the 
25th minute and Hernan 
Crespo added a second goal early 
in the second half to give Lazio a 
much-needed victory over Reggina. 
With the win, Lazio move closer to 
the top of the table as they attempt to 
keep pace with league leaders and 
crosstown rivals AS Roma. 
Reggina have now lost eight con- 
secutive matches and are in last place 
in Serie A. 


PARMA 2 


ATALANTA 0 

rench midfielder Sabri 

Lamouchi scored in the 19th 

minute and team-mate 
Sergio Conceicae buried a beauti- 
ful left-foot strike seven minutes 
from time to give Parma the win 
and hand Atalanta their first 
defeat of the season. 

‘After a slow start to the campaign 
Parma have now won six of their last 
seven matches. 

Atalanta. manager Giovanni 
Yavassori said: “We all knew that we 
were going to lose sooner or later. At 
least we lost to a great team”. 


RUSSO WRITES | 


By Joe Russo 


football recently and unfortunately it isn’t good 
news. Most of the press is on off-the-field action, 

We started off with the bribery scandal and match fixing 
allegations, then we had the Third Division player who 
entered the opposing team’s dressing room and punched a 
tival so hard that he ended up in a coma and is still in hos- 
pital, and finally there was the ugly off-field riot at Reggio 
Calabria that saw the match between Reggina and Brescia 
suspended. 

The crowd disturbance at Reggio Calabria was the ugliest 
incident in a long timé in the Serie A. How could a little city, 
with such a good reputation, let it all slip away when some 
‘fans’ decided that being down 0-3 was too much to handle? 

Unfortunately the Italian Football Federation (FIGC) and 
the police should look very seriously into this ugly incident. 
The troublemakers should receive a life ban from ever 
attending a football game and the club should be made to 
play some of its home games behind closed doors. 

It is totally unacceptable and if a strong precedent isn’t set 
here, then other teams’ fans may think it is fine to act like 
this, Hooliganism can never be tolerated and crowd violence 
is crime that should be punished in the harshest way possi- 
ble. 

%, ee0e 
1 Goran Eriksson must surely be on ‘borrowed time" 
at Lazio. It would appear that many others are of the 
same opinion. 

With his contract to coach England firmly in hand, it must 
be extremely hard to concentrate on coaching one of the 
leading Serie A clubs. , 

Furthermore, is he doing the club justice by lingering on 
when a new coach could take over sooner with the team than 
expected? 

Lazio will have a new coach next year and club President, 
Sergio Cragnotti, must surely see that his decision to stick 
with Eriksson until the end of the season will have no longer 
term benefits for his team. 

Cragnotti must face reality and politely put in a new 
coach now because this would give him at least six extra 
months to work with the team. Now how can Cragnotti not 
see this? 


[: seems fairly amazing what is happening in Italian 


eoee 
Coppa Carnevale, as mentioned in ABSW last week, 
is certainly a unique tournament. Held in Tuscany’s sea- 
side resort town of Viareggio each year during the Carnevale 
period in Italy (February), it often attracts some great play- 
ers of the future. 

‘The tournament is basically a youth team competition for 
ciub sides from all over the world, including the likes of | 
most of the Serie A giants and Manchester United. 

Viareggio is home to Italy's largest floats during the 
Camevale period and the event is Ttaly’s second most 
famous Carnevale behind Venice. 

The tournament is basically a two phase competition.with 
teums orginised into groups during the first phase and then 
the group winners play knockout matches until the final 

‘The Viareggio tournament is a “Mecca’ for talent scouts 
from ail over the world. The best youth players in one tour- 
nament, is an opportunity that is far too good to pass up. 

Representing Australia as usual will be Marconi, who in 
the past have proved to be very competitive against some of | 
the biggest club sides in the world. 

6666 
o. {0 read ubout a possible move by Ronaldo to 
is United from Inter. Of course Inter have vigorously 
denied it and labelled it as ‘a joke’. However, Inter shouid 
be so lucky if it were true! uy 

Ronaldo bas not been the same player since the 1998 
World Cup and his time spent on the field has been minimal, 
They outlayed an absolute fortune to buy him and have 
received so ititle fram their investment. 

Furthermore, whether Konaldo would be the same player 
when he finally mtums from injury is debatable 

ji would make great business sense for them to sell 
Ronaldo, recuperite some of their outlay and spend the 
mauney on other young players, who if given the right oppor- 
timities, tay Well prove to be capable of delivering fe 
goods. ; 


3. ABSW 1% 


ARSENAL 1 
SOUTHAMPTON 0 


rsenal, who had lost five of 

their previous seven match- 

es, got back on the winning 
track, although it had looked as if 
the goal would never come. 

They hit the woodwork three times 
before Patrick Vieira headed their 
deserved winner from a comer five 
minutes from time to keep them in 
second place on the table, eight 
points behind defending champions 
Manchester United, 


ASTON VILLA 1 
NEWCASTLE UTD 1 


ion Dublin gave Villa the 
D= in the fourth minute 
with a goal set up by French 
winger David Ginola, who was 
included in the starting line-up for 
the first time in two months. 
But Peruvian _ international 
Nolberto Solano equalised for the 


Magpies in the 80th minute to share 
the points at Villa Park. 


BRADFORD CITY 2 


COVENTRY CITY 1 


ottom club Bradford City 

staged a spirited comeback 

to secure their first win in 14 
Premier League games and add to 
the woes of fellow strugglers 
Coventry. 


m 


Bis 7 


Leeds’ Harry Kewell breaks away from Callum Davidson of 


John Aloisi gave Coventry the lead 
when he lobbed goalkeeper Matt 
Clarke in the 64th minute but Stan 
Collymore equalised in the 80th 
minute and Peter Beagrie added the 
second three minutes later for 
Bradford’s second win of the season. 
Coventry are now just one point 
above «the bottom two, 
Middlesbrough and Bradford, 


IPSWICH TOWN 0 
DERBY COUNTY 1 


ory Delap put Derby in 
front in the 28th minute 
with a deflected shot which 
beat goalkeeper Keith Branagan, 
standing in for injured England 
international Richard Wright. 
That proved enough for Derby’s 
second win of the season and lifted 
the club from 19th to 17th in the 20- 
team league. Ipswich, who have done 
superbly in their retum to the top 
flight, dropped from third to fifth. 


LEICESTER CITY 3 
LEEDS UNITED 1 


| eicester, moving up to third 
in the table, were 3-0 up 
inside half an hour in a 
nightmare debut for Rio 
Ferdinand, the world’s most 
expensive defender since Leeds 
signed him from West Ham the 
previous weekend for 18 million 
pounds, 


Leicester City during their match at Filbert St. Leicester won 3-1. 


Man United's Ole Gunnar Solskjaer shoots (left) and scores (right) to give United a 2-0 win over Tottenham. 


Robbie Savage headed the first in 
the seventh minute after goalkeeper 
Paul Robinson had parried Darren- 
Eadie’s fierce shot. Nigerian intemna- 
tional Ade Akinbiyi and Gerry 
Taggart added further goals in the 
17th and 28th minutes. Leeds defend- 


Arsenal's Thierry Henry shows his delight after celebrating 


sey 


minute for a second yellow card 
offence as his side dropped down 
alongside bottom club Bradford City 
on II points from 16 games, 


LIVERPOOL 3 
CHARLTON ATH 0 


Ey 


Patrick Vieira’s winner against Southampton at Highbury. 


er Lucas Radebe was sent off for a 
second yellow card in the 67th 
minute before Mark Viduka scored a 
consolation goal for the visitors, his 
1th in the Premier League this sea- 
son. 


MAN. UNITED 2 
TOTTENHAM 0 


ngland international Paul 
| ex put the league lead- 
ers in front in the 40th 
minute, chesting down a lofted 
cross from former Spurs player 
Teddy Sheringham, turning his 
marker and rifling home a right- 
foot shot. 
United created many more chances 


* before Ole Gunnar Solskjaer darted 


clear to seal victory in the 84th 
minute and keep United eight points 
clear at the top. 


olo di Canio scored a 
superb goal in the 43rd 
minute which lifted West 
Ham to sixth in the table, lashing 
his shot home from 20 metres. 
Middlesbrough defender Ugo 
Ehiogu was sent off in the 87th 


iverpool took the lead in the 
i fifth minute when 

Charlton’s South African 
defender Mark Fish unluckily 
deflected a cross from Christian 
Ziege into his own net. 

Emile Heskey added the second in 
the 78th minute and then defender 
Markus Babbel made it three in the 
90th minute as Liverpool remained 
unbeaten at home this season, moved 
up to fourth. 


CHELSEA 2 
MAN. CITY 1 


helsea, who had lost three of 

their previous four games, 

returned to winning ways 
with a nervous victory over strug- 
gling Manchester City. 

Gianfranco Zola curled in the 
opening goal after 28 minutes and the 
little Italian also helped to lay on the 
second for Dutchman Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink - his 12th of the season - 
on the stroke of halftime. 

Scottish international Paul Dickov 
pulled a late goal back but it was not 
enough to save City from sliding to 
their sixth consecutive defeat in the 
league. 
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MURERIS LAM 


By Julian Murphy 


series of changes that will significantly alter 

how the game is run. The development of the 
business side of football over the last decade has been 
remarkable with the top clubs and their employees 
earning the type of money that is usually reserved for 
CEO’s of multinational companies. What will come of 
the next series of changes is yet to be seen. 

Over the past week or so there has been developments 
away from the field that have the potential to open a 
Pandora’s Box that will allow the likes of Chelsea to 
import dozens of foreign midfielders to continue trying 
to buy a title. 

The most publicised incident took place in a Madrid 
courtroom and involved Celta Vigo’s Russian midfielder 
Valery Karpin. Karpin complained of discrimination on 
the basis of his nationality as his club was only able to 
employ five non-European Union players and field only 
three at any one time. The court ruled that as a Russian, 
a country that has an association agreement with the EU, 
Karpin should have the same rights as players who are 
European citizens. 

Similar scenario’s are being played out in courtroom’s 
across Europe and you have to wonder where it will all 
end. Milan’s Andriy Shevchenko has received a similar 
concession to Karpin which has certainly pleased the big 
clubs in Italy. 

They can’t understand why a Serbian player shouldn't 
enjoy the same rights as one from Turkey. My guess is 
that eventually player’s will have almost unlimited free- 
dom of movement across the world. After all, they say 
the destiny of the world lies in globalisation and so you 
would have to think this will also be the case in football. 
The recent decisions have meant that the EU line has 
been crossed and where can the next one be drawn will 
be very difficult to place. 

Poor Hayden Foxe has been twiddling his thumbs at 
West Ham for four months now and looks no closer to 
getting a run for Harry Redknapp’s Hammers. West Ham 
are looking to mount a third appeal to immigration offi- 
cials to secure Foxe a permit. Redknapp is incensed by 
the whole saga and is determined for Foxe to take his 
place in his Rio Ferdinand-less defence, In a recent inter- 
view the gaffer reminded me of my old grandad after 
returning from a holiday in France. The old boy did his 
bit in World War Two in Europe and North Africa and 
expected few problems when he arrived in Paris for a 
holiday. 

He blew his lid at immigration officials at Charles de 
Gaulle Airport when he had to wait for hours to get 
through customs. He trotted out a few colourful 
reminders of how he spent his time during the 1940"s and 
that it was a disgrace that German travelers with EU 
passports could stroll on through in a matter of minutes. 
Times change but I can understand his sentiments. Harry 
also playéd the war card regarding Foxe’s problems 
when he had a shot at the work permit system in the UK 
He’s Australian; he’s in the Commonwealth. 

They fought the war with us. ] know that might sound 
like bollocks to you but we let foreign people in who 
have no allegiance to the country. 

All the proposed changes to the transfer system in 
Europe could bea bit of a double edged sword for 
Australian football. At the moment the changes concern- 
ing the movement of players won’t really affect Aussie 
players. Whilst over time it may eventually make it easi- 
er for players like Foxe to secure work permits the bigger 
concern involves transfer fees and the selling on of play- 


T= footballing landscape is set to undergo a 


ers. 

Just think how important the value of Mark Viduka 
has been for the Melbourne Knights. How will the seem- 
ingly doomed Carlton be able to survive if they can’t get 
afew million for Simon Colosimo or Archie Thompson? 
The common belief is that transfer fees will still exist but 
an interested club will only have to pay a fee that has 
some sort of relation to the player's contractual package 
and wages. In the case of Colosimo and Thompson, any 
fee relating to wages would hardly be much at the 
moment would it? 
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oca Juniors became the first 

South American club to win 

the World Club Cup for six 
years when they beat European 
champions Real Madrid 2-1 at the 
National Stadium last week, 

Argentina's Boca raced into a 2-0 
lead after only six minutes with 27- 
year-old striker Martin Palermo scor- 
ing both goals. 

Brazilian Roberto Carlos scored 
after 12 minutes to put Real back in 
contention and set up a fiercely com- 
petitive game played on a freezing, 
windswept night in front of more than 
50,000 fans. Nearly 3,000 had made 
the trip from South America. 

Real Madrid had the ball in the net 
twice in the second half, but saw both 
efforts disallowed for offside as Boca 
withstood a series of attacks to become 
World Club champions for the first 
time since 1977. 

They are the first South American 
side to win the cup since Velez 
Sarstield of Argentina beat AC Milan 
2-0 in 1994. 

Boca's coach Carlos Bianchi was 
also coach of Velez Sarsfield. South 
American clubs now lead the series 21- 
18. 


oca Juniors’ two- 


‘Of course 


BOCA TRIUMPHANT 
AFTER PALERMO DOUBLE 


Real Madrid’s Steve McManaman gets away from 
Hugo Ibarra of Boca Juniors. 


am a minutes when he forced in 


goal hero Martin 

Palermo said he was 
as surprised as anyone at 
scoring twice in the first 
six minutes of his team’s 2- 
1 win over Real Madrid in 
| the World Club Cup final 
last week. 

"To be honest. no one 
prepares for that, it was a 
complete surprise, especial- 
ly against a team like Real 
Madrid,” Palermo said. 


goalscorer and re am used (0 
scoring but this was some- 
thing very special. I admit 
our aim was to Win, 80 mat- 
ter what, but that was # 
spectacular start and no-one 
could plan such a thing. 

"L will remember this 
night for the rest of my life. 
It is one of the biggest occa- 
sions of my life and always 
will be." 

Palermo struck after three 


Marcelo Delgado’s left-wing 
cross and made it 2-0 three 
minutes later when he fired 
low and wide of Real goal- 
keeper Iker Casillas. 
Althosgh Real struck 
back after 12. minutes 
through Roberto Carlos, 
Boca held on to win a 
famous victory and give 
their coach Carlos Bianchi 
his second tiumph in this 
tournament. 
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The first was-in 1994 

when he led Velez Sarsfield 

to. a 2-0 win over AC Milan, 

the last South American vic- 
tory before this one. 

"It is hard to compare the 
two, because both are spe- 
cial for different reasons,” 
Bianchi said. 

"But this victory is pot 
only for Boca but for the 
people of Argentina. We 
were able to prove tonight 
that Argentine soccer is the 
best in the world.” 

Among the well-wishers 
was Diego Maradona, a for- 
mer Boca player himself 
who now bills himself as 
their oreatest fan. 

He was refused an entry 
visa to Japan to attend the 
match because of his past 
convictions for the use of 
drugs but he telephoned 
Boca's current number 10 
Juan Riquelme afterwards 
and congratulated him on 
his performance. 

"He: congratulated all of 
us and said we thoroughly 
deserved to beat Real He 
was really pleased we did 
that because of course he 
played for Barcelona him- 
self," said Riquelme, tipped 
to become the next great 


ARGENTINE 
PRESENT 


OVER 
BOGA's WI 


pV ERIREAL 
Cup European/South American Cup 


Madrid in the World Club Cup final in 


"] felt the joy of triumph,” said Boca fan 
De la Runa, who has had little else to celebrate 
recently as Argentina stumbles through a 
financial crisis wich has forced it to seck the 
aid of the Intemational Monctary Pund. 


PALERMO SURPRISED AT 
BEING TWO GOAL HERO 


player to emerge from South 
Amenca. 

“Tt was great to hear from 
him, he is still a great legend 
and a former great Boca 
player. 

"Then we all went in the 
shower and had 2 massive 

vt 

According to the match 
Statistics there were 23 shots 
on target, with Real having 
12 and Boca 11. 

But the statistic which 
counted most in the end was 
that Real's attempt to win 
the trophy for the second 
time in three seasons coded 
in failure. 

In 1998 Dutchman Guus 
Hiddink, who last week was 
on the verge of signing a 
deal to become South 
Korea's new coach, guided 
Real to. a 2-1 win over Vasco 
Da Gama of Brazil. 

However, the pre-match 
plans of current coach 
Vicente Del Bosque were 
undone within minutes of 
the start. 

Del Bosque, who guided 
Real to their European Cup 
victory over Valencia in 
May, said that the blow of 
conceding the two goals in 
the opening six minutes was 


De la Rua said he was especially impressed 
by burly striker Martin Palermo, who scored 
both Boca goals, and by Juan Riquelme in the 
2-1 victory. 

Thousands of Boca supporters rushed to 
celebrate the victory at Buenos Aires’ land- 
mark obelisk after a moming in which 
crowds of early-rising fans packed cafes 
throughout the city to cheer on Boca in the 
game which started at 7 a.m. Argentine time. 

Late sleepers were woken by the blaring 
car homs and cheers which greeted each Boca 
goal and final victory. 


Martin Palermo gets above Real's Fernando 
Hierro, 


& Massive One 10 Overcome. 

"You cannot start a foot- 
ball match like that against a 
team as good as Boca und 
realistically expect to win 
it.” Del Bosque said. 

"We were our own worst 
enemies and it was very 
unusual for us to be caught 
like that twice so carly. For 
us the tragedy of the first 
few minutes proved to be 
fatal. 

"I think we came back 
well though, and played bet- 


ter in the next 85 minutes, 
But Boca are a good side, 
they have expenence and 
ability and managed to hold 
on to their lead. It is very 
frustrating to lose a game in 
that way. 

"If you go behind like 
that, you are always chasing 
the game. | don't think we 
under-estimated them and 1 
don't think we took them for 
granted. They just started 
better than us — with devas- 
tating consequences for us." 


se 3reaai] coaen grilled 
over SO million fortuna 


ormer Brazil coach Wanderley 
Piscine. sacked in 

September after a run of poor 
results and amid allegations of 
improper conduct, amassed a fortune 
incompatible with his profession, a 
Congressional commission of inquiry 
into Brazilian soccer said last week. 

Politicians grilled the disgraced 
coach for more than five hours and then 
told him they could not understand how 
he had received the equivalent of more 
than nine million dollars during the last 
five years. 

"What is the origin of your income?" 
asked Senator Alvaro Dias, president of 
the commission in the Senate. "J think 
this deserves an explanation." 

Luxemburgo was also asked’ about 
the influence of sponsors in the 
Brazilian national team, the fact that he 
had 30 different bank accounts in the 
last five years and why he had used a 


ormer Germany January to May,” the 39- 
libero Lothar year-old Matthaeus told a 


Matthaus said last news 
week he might play in Munich. 


Dubai. Matthaus left Bayern 
"T have rejected offers Munich last March to join 
from English and French New York-New 
clubs and now I'm consid- Metrostars. His contract 
ering one from Dubai, with the U.S. Major League 
where I could play from club expired last week. 


fake birth certificate - which stated that 
he was three years younger than he real- 
ly is -- for most of his career. 

The former coach, who lost his job 
after a series of poor performances with 
both the Olympic and the senior teams, 
is one of the central figures in the inves- 
tigation into Brazil's so-called "national 
passion”. 

His dismissal came amid allegations, 
which he has denied, thal he took com- 
missions on the sale of players when he 
was a club coach. 

The inquiry has started following a 
disastrous period for Brazilian soccer, 
which, in addition to the demise of the 
once proud national team, is in domestic 
disarray. 

Using special powers which allow it 
to investigate an individual's bank 
accounts, the inquiry confronted 
Luxemburgo with his financial dealings. 


The captain of 
Germany's 1990 World 
Cup-winning side, who 
ended his international 
career after extending his 
world record to 150 caps at 
Euro 2000, ruled out 
return to the Bundesliga. 


for Brazil again despite kis 
threst two weeks ago to 
end his international 
carter, 


it m the cold light of day I 
can reassure everyone that if 
Tam selected by the manager 
I will play for Brazil," 
Rivaldo said in an interview 
on pele.nct, the official web 
page of the former Brazilian 
World Cup star. 


England paid diplomatic price 
for 1966 soccer glory 


ngland's 1966 World Cup victory 

was its moment of soccer glory but 

for British diplomats it soon became 
a nightmare. 

Press and public opinion m South America 
and Haly tumed against Engiand and’ the 
Foreign Office was unable todo much to'stem 
the vituperative tide of hostility, acconding to 
Secret goverment papers released Just. week. 

At one point, amgry crowds ‘ruthered out- 
sade the British ambassador's lodgings: in 
Uruguay. 

There were also hundreds of anonymous 
telephone calls of "an extremely abusive 
nature”. 

Matters stared) badly when South 
American journalists covering the tournament 
filed stories complaining about lack of match 
tickets, bad telephone connections and “pitiful 
lodgings" 

"We shall 20 to the Queen if necessary to 
pul a-stop to these abuses,’ declared an axa 
perated Mexican reporter. 

Things got worse once South American 
toums bewan to ect knocked out. 

England manager Alf Ramsey intemperate- 
ly called the Argentinian players "animals" 
after their 1+) quarter final defeat by England 
in which the Argentine captain refused to 
leave the pitch after being sent off. 

The vehemence of the reaction in South 
America left British diplomats there scram- 
bling for a response, according to the files 
released by the Public Record Office as part of 
an initiative towards more open government. 

The First Secretary in the British embassy 
in Rio de Janeiro, John Shakespeare. told the 
Foreign Office m London: 

"We. or rather the World Cup organisers, 
are getting suctra bad press from the Brazilian 
journalists reporting back from Britain that f 
am now inclined to lie as Jow as possible until 
the storm has blowa itself out." 

A British diplomat in Bolivia had similar 


tidings for head office: "Very many Bolivians 
do believe we won only because we were ihe 
most unscrupulous team and that our reputa- 
tion for fair play. and sportsmunship has gone 
forever,” 

In Argentina. it was cven worse, 
“Reactions here have been unreasoned, 
nationalistic, cmotional and dowbtless. more 
yehement, than in Bolivia” said a British 
embassy cable: 

At issue in South America was the per- 
ceived interference by Britain in the apport- 
ment of referees and Tinesinen, 


World Cup victory. 


And in Italy, critics spoke of an Anglo- 
German "deal" to cheat "Latin" football of its 
just rewards. It was also claimed that 
Germany had been allowed to go forward 
because this would mean more money flow- 
ing into cash-strapped Britain. 

The lesson, as one diplomat in Rome wryly 
noted, was this: 

"The World Cup im England has provided 
further proof, if proof were needed, that 2 very 
good way to dumage international relations is 
to have a really big sporting competition.” 


play for Brazil again 


year Rivaldo is 
prepared to play 


+ 2fns 
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we FTIeN AnietieA  7ATANMDOT 


2» EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS LEAGUE... 


LEAGUE, LEAGUE, 


Manchester Utd 3 Panathinaikos 1 Parls St Germain 1 Deportivo Coruna3 Spartak Moscow 4 Arsenal Leeds United 0 Real Madrid 
T. Sheringham 48, G. Karagounis 64 Jimmy Algerino 38 N. Naybet 63, Marcao 29, 51,° Sitvinho 2 F. Hierro 66, 
P. Scholes 80, 90 T. Flores 70, Yegor Titov 77, Raul 68 
Halftime: 0-0; Attendance: 65,024 R. Makaay 90 Robson 82 Halftime: 0-0; Attendance: 36,794 


Halftime: 1-0; Attendance: 31,890 Halftime: 1-1; Attendance: 70,000 


Valencia 2 Sturm Graz 0 
John Carew 45, 

Juan Sanchez 47 

Halftime: 4-0; Attendance: 27,000 


Anderiecht 1 Lazio 0 
T. Radzinski 85 

Red card: Dejan Stankovic (Lazio) 90 
Halftime: 0-0; Attendance: 21,631 


AC Milan 2 Galatasaray 2 
J. Mari 48, M. Jardel 39 
A. Shevchenko 73pen Hasan Sas 414 
Halftime: 0-2; Attendance: 46,324 


Bayern Munich 1 Olympique Lyon 0 
Jens Jeremies 55: 
Halftime: 0-0; Attendance: 18,000 


Table Tabte Table 
Manchester Utd 4 1 00 3 4 3 Table Spartak Moscow 1 1-0 0 4 1 3 Real Madrid m1 Ooh 2 0:3 
Valencia 1-4 CO: & “2 ones Deportivo SeiiG Olys- 4S Bayem Munich 4 10 0 4 #O 3 Andertecht 1 i -0..0. Aa'¢ 3 
Panathinaikos 190 01 %7 3 0 AC Milan Amor 9 'Oin2. 2 5 OlympiqueLyon 1.00 10.1 9 Lazio 10 09-4) £8 
Sturm Graz 4 3 0: 4 iO; 250 Galatasaray TO) 02-2 4 Arsenat 10-0 34) 4, 4 0 Leeds United 400%06 2 86 
ParisStGermain 10 0 1 1 3 0 
“Remaining Fixtures: Remaining Fixtures: Remaining Fixtures: 


Wednesday, December 5 
Panathinaikos v Valencia 
Sturm Graz v Manchester United 


Remaining Fixtures: 
Wednesday, December. 6 
Deportivo Coruna v AC Milan 
Galatasaray v Paris St Germain 


Tuesday, December 5 
Arsenal v Bayern Munich 
Olympique Lyon v Spartak Moscow 


Tuesday, Decmeber 5 
Lazio v Leeds United 
Real Madrid v Anderlecht 


Wednesday, February 14 
Sturm Graz v Panathinaikos 
Valencia v Manchester United 


Tuesday, February 13 
Olympique Lyon v Arsenal 
Bayern Munich v Spartak Moscow 


Tuesday, February 13 
Real Madrid v Lazio 
Leeds United v. Anderlecht 


Wednesday, February 14 
Galatasaray v Deportivo Coruna 
AC Milan v Paris St Germain 


Tuesday, February 20 
Panathinaikos v Sturm Graz 
Manchester United v Valencia 


Wednesday, February 21 
Arsenal v Olympique Lyon 
Spartak Moscow v Bayern Munich 


Wednesday, February 21 
Lazio v Real Madrid 
Anderlecht v Leeds United 


Tuesday, February 20 
Deportivo Coruna v Galatasaray 
Paris St Germain v AC Milan 


Wednesday, March 7 Tuesday, March 6 Tuesday, March 6 
Sturm Graz v Valencia Wednesday, March 7 Olympique Lyon v Bayern Munich Real Madrid v Leeds United 
Panathinaikos v Manchester United Galatasaray v AC Milan Arsenal v Spartak Moscow Lazio v Anderlecht 


Deportivo Coruna v Paris St Germain 


Tuesday, March 13 Wednesday, March 14 Wednesday, March 14 
Valencia v Panathinaikos Tuesday, March 13 Bayern Munich v Arsenal Leeds United v Lazio 
‘Manchester United v Sturm Graz AC Milan v Deportivo Coruna Spartak Moscow v Olympique Lyon Anderlecht v Real Madrid 


Paris St Germain v Galatasaray 


AC Milan striker Andrij Shevchenko 


Valencia striker John Carew (rear) 


Anderlecht’s Bart Goor (left) and 


Pb soit peda Mixes Raa, pissed see eth after his sides 1-0 loss away to Bertrand Crasson (right) celebrate 
ii over Shun G Milan. The match ended 2-2. Bayern Munich last week. their 1-0 victory over Lazio. 


SECOND PHASE 


.QUARTER-FINAL 
First Leg — April 3/4 - 

November 21/22 to Second Leg — April 17/18, 
March 13/14, 2001 2001 
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SEMI-FINAL FINAL 


First Leg — May 1/2 Wednesday, May. 23 
Second. Leg — May 8/9, 2001 In Milan 


World Rankings 


(Valid until December 15) 


woON nn OM 


Brazil 
France 


Argentina 


69 
70 
va 


SELF RRERSSSSASRRARSSAAAa Pe RAN 


143 Korea DPR 
144 Liechtenstein 


Bish Virgin is. 


174 Netherlands Antilies 


175 Kyrgyzstan 
176= Guinea-Bissau 


helsea's Italian 
defender Christian 
Panucci said last 


week he wanted to leave the 
London club and return to 
Italy as soon as possible. 

"St can't wait to leave 
Chelsea," Panucci told the 
Italian website calciomerca- 
to.com. 

"lam here on loan but I get 
very little chance to play. I 
don't want to accuse anyone 
but it is clear that other players 
are preferred in my position.” 

Panucci joined Chelsea on a 
one-year loan from Inter Milan’ 
at the start of this season, but 
after compatriot Claudio 
Ranieri took over from 
Gianluca Vialli as manager at 
Stamford Bridge the defender 
has had limited opportunities. 

Dutchman Mario Melchiot 
has recently been playing in 
Panucci's favoured position at 


Christian Panucci: Wants to leave Chelsea as soon 
as possible. 


PANUCCI WANT 
RETURN HOME 


Ss TO 


right-back. 

The former AC Milan and 
Real Madrid defender said he 
had left Inter because of a row 
with then-coach Marcello 
Lippi. 

Although Lippi ‘was 
teplaced as Inter coach by 
Marco Tardelli after just one 
game of the Serie A season, 
Inter have shown no interest in 
tecalling Panucci from 
Chelsea, despite the player 
making it clear that he would 
welcome a return. 

Panucci denied a report in 
the Italian daily Turtosport that 
he had been contacted by 
Lazio’s directors with a view 
to a move to the Italian cham- 
pions. 

“Unfortunately, it's not true. 
I hope they come though, | 
want to go back to Italy.” 


“* 


NEICHASERDA 


ran have approached 

German coach 

Christoph Daum to take 
over the national soccer 
team, the daily Qods newspa- 
per reported last week. 

Daum was discarded as the 
next Germany coach for fail- 
ing a drugs test in October. He 
fled to Florida after resigning 
as Bayer Leverkusen coach 
and being ruled out of the top 
job by the German Football 
Association. 

Qods said the franian soccer 
federation had contacted 
Daum in the United States 
with an offer to coach their 
national squad and negotia- 
tions were now “serious”. 

"Daum is reviewing the 
offer. He is due to respond to 
the proposal,” the newspaper 
said, 

The Iran federation said a 


number of European coaches 
had been contacted but 
declined specific comment on 
Daum, who is popular with 
Iranian soccer fans from past 
visits. 

He has in the past had high- 
ly publicised meetings with 
football officials and team 
coaches in Iran, especially 
with leading Tehran team 
Esteqlal. 

“Proposals have been made 
but nothing is final," a federa- 
tion spokesman said. "An offi- 
cial announcement will be 
made in due course.” 

Daum’'s lawyers said earlier 
this month the coach had 
undergone a second test for 
cocaine in the United States 
which had proved negative. 

Daum, 47, had coached 
Leverkusen since 1996. Under 
his guidance, they finished 


Christoph Daum: Disgraced former Bayer 
Leverkusen coach being chased by fran. 


runners-up in the German first 
division in three of the last 
four seasons. 

He had ben due to take 
over from Rudi Voeller as 


national team coach next year. 
Voeller, who had been 
appointed on a caretaker basis 
last July, has now been named 
Germany coach until 2002. 


ERIKSSON TO BE ABSENT. 
FOR TWO QUALIFIERS 


ngland's coach-in-waiting 
Pierce Eriksson has 

ruled out taking charge of 
the squad on.a part-time basis for 
next spring's World Cup qualifiers 
against Finland and Albania, the 
Daily Mirror newspaper said last 
week. 

Swede Eriksson is under contract 
with his Italian club Lazio until the 
end of June but the English Football 
Association had been hoping to 
secure his temporary release to take 
charge of the England squad for the 


Sven Goran Eriksson: The 
Lazio boss will stay loyai to his 
club and will not coach 
England before his release. 


two vital group nine is in 
March. 

"No, I will absolutely not be on 
the bench in March. My contract 
with Lazio is until June 30.and I will 
Tespect il," The Mirror quoted 
Eriksson as saying. 

England, currently bottom of their 
group, play host to Finland on March 
24 before visiting Albania four days 
later, Leicester City manager Peter 
Taylor will be in charge of the squad 
for the friendly match against Spain § 
in February., 
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ORLD 


LENTINI CONSIDERS 


ormer AC Milan 
and Torino winger 
Gianluigi Lentini, 


once the most expensive 
player in the world, is con- 
sidering an offer to piay in 
China, Italian newspapers 
reported last week. 

Chinese club Dalian 
Wanda Shide have 
approached Lentini; who is 
a free agent after being 
released from his contract 
with Torind following the 
club's relegation to Sere B 
last season. 

Left winger Lentini, who 
played for Italy 13 times, 
became the most expensive 
player in the world in 1992 


when he was sold by Torino 
to AC Milan. 

A. serious injury ham- 
pered his progress at Milan 
and he made just 63 appear- 
ances in four seasons at the 
San Siro before moving to 
Atalanta and then back to 
Turin 

Reports said any transfer 
to Dalian, would be subject 
to the approval of the 
Chinese football federation. 

Lentini is also reported to 
have attracted interest from 
clubs in Japan and the 
United Arab Emirates as 
well as Serie A's Atalanta 
and Napoli. 


oo 


Gianluigi Lentini: Ones the world’s most 
expensive player has now been approached by a 
Chinese club. 


CHEAPEST PRICES TO 


SOUTH AMERICA, 


EUROPE, USA & ASIA 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 
You will wet be dinappointed 

RING NOW 


(02) 9558 


2202 


~ 7 
Sie 
Pe 
HEAD OFFICE: 
236A Illawarra Road, 
|. MARRICKVILLE NSW 2204 
¥ PH: (02) 9558 2202 
9 FAX: (02) 9559 2551 
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C Milan forward 
Leonardo says he 
wants to leave. the 


Serie A club. 

The Brazilian, who has 
miade just two Serie A 
appearances this season, has 
been in talks with the club 
aimed at securing’ release 
from his contract in January. 

Leonardo was outstanding 
in the 4-2 Italian Cup win 
over Atalanta, scoring twice. 
His display prompted praise 
ftom coach Alberto 
Zaccheroni who said. he 
wanted to hang on to the 
Brazilian. 

"Leonardo was extraordi- 
nary. At the end of the day he 
is‘one of the players best 
suited to my style of play, 
because he can both create 
and finish chances," said 
Zaccheroni, 

"He is a very unpre- 
dictable player. Let's hope he 
doesn't leave after 
Christmas. It is entirely up to 
him but I'll do everything 1 
can to keep him." 

But the former Paris St 
Germain striker, capped 54 
times by Brazil, said his 
mind was made up. 

"T won't change my mind. 
My decision was not ar’emo- 
tional one taken on the spur 
of the moment but along and 
thought out choice. My 
intention is to leave. 

"T need to feel important 
to the squad where I play, if I 
don't then I feel I am at fault. 
That is just the way I am. I 
don't want to make a drama 
out of this and it is not in my 


Gerard Houllier: Liverpool's coach. 


character. to start 4 row. 
Milan and I will make a 
decision. in a calm manner 
but one game like this does 
not change- anything. I will 
be glad to finish in this way, 


LEONARDO WANTS 
[T AT AG MILAN 


where he began his career 
but may have to look else- 
where. 

"T want to go home but my 
club Flamengo are not-in a 
good situation at the moment 


Leonardo: Wants to leave the Italian giants. 


to do something positive for 


-Milan and leave in the best 


style." 

Leonardo joined Milan in 
1998 and helped them to the 
Serie A title a year later but 
he suffered from a number of 
injuries last season and was 
restricted to just 14 appear- 
ances. 

He has made no secret of 
his desire to -return to 
Brazilian club Flamengo 


and cannot take me on 
immediately. So I will look 
for something else, certainly 
not in Italy, but elsewhere in 


Europe. 
"I don't know : exactly 
where but maybe in 


Portugal. 1 am 31 and ! don't 
have much football left but T 
want to try something fresh.~ 

Leonardo's contract with 
Milan suns out at the end of 
this season. 


WE ARE NOT GOOD ENOUGH 
TO WIN TITLE — HOULLIER 


The ofub's title hopes have been hit by a 
succession of défensive mistakes in recent 
> matches that have led: to defeats at Leeds, 
Tottenham and Newcastle in their past three 


game. They show we are not mature 
enough but the team are playing at a differ- 
ent standasd tothe one they are used 10 and 


“Houllier i insists once the defensive fait 
ties are removed from Liverpool's game, 
they will be challengers to Manchester 
United's crown ‘as Engkind’s top team, 

He added:."T'm adamant we'te progress- 
tng. We aie improving and our football 4 is 
beiter-and more entertaining. We haye to 
Keep that. attacking philosophy and attitude 


hecause. I believe we can only reach 
if we have good affensive football.” 


ch planes: 


Azi0 Portuguese 
iF Fernando 

Couto was suspended for 
four matches fast week after 
being sent off in his side's 2-0 
defeat at Parma. 

The Milan-based Football 
League said Couto had ‘insulted 
referee Roberto Rosetti after 
being dismissed in the 86th 
minute of the tie and then spat on 
the ground at the official's feet 
before leaving the pitch. 

Couto will miss Lazio's derby 
against league leaders AS Roma 
on December 17 and matches 


He fT for bed) 
hecking Fuser after being 
booked earlier in the -match 
although television replays sug- 
gested he had not made contact 
with his opponent, 

"Tt was a big surprise for me 
partly because as everyone saw 
Femando didn't commit a foul," 
Lazio coach Sven Goran Eriksson 
said when asked about the ban. 

“However, I don't know what 
happened between him and the 
referee.” 


Fernando Couto: Suspended for abusing a referee. 


ROMARIO SLAMS PLAYER 


OF THE YEAR AWARD 


razilian striker Romario 
criticised FIFA's World 
Player of the Year award 
last week after three European- 


Sao Paulo tournament in which he 
scored 12 in 10 games. 

He still hopes to finish the Joao 
Havelange Cup, which has replaced 


the Brazilian championship, as top 
scorer as well, 

He has scored 15 so far and is five 
behind joint leaders Dill (Goias) and 


Magno Alves (Fluminense), whose 
teams have already been knocked 
out. 

Riquelme and Ortega, who are 


based players were nominated for 
the title, 

"I don’t know what sort of criteria 
they use if it leaves out players like 
me, (Juan Roman) Riquelme and 
(Ariel) Ortega," said the 34-year-old 
striker, who has scored seven goals 
in his last two internationals. 

"T've broken various records this 
year," added Romario, who plays for 
Rio de Janeiro's Vasco da Gama. 

FIFA announced last week that 
Rivaldo of Barcelona and Brazil, 
Luis Figo of Real Madrid and 
Portugal and Zinedine Zidane of 
Juventus and France had been nomi- 
nated, 

Romario, who won the award in 
1994 after leading Brazil to World 
Cup victory, was top scorer in this 
year's Carioca championship with 19 
goals and in the season-opening Rio- 


Scenes from last Sunday’s clash. 


Romario: Not impressed with just European based players 


being announced for the coveted prize. 


talian First Division side Reggina were 

banned from their ground for two match- 

es and fined 25 millon lire ($11,060) last 
week following crowd trouble at their week- 
end tie against Brescia. _ 

A sporting judge awarded Brescia a 3-0 victo- 
ty — the score when the match at Reggina's 
Granillo stadium was abandoned in the 84th 
minute. 

The match was cut short after home fans threw 
flares, staves and,plastic seats on to the pitch at 
several points in the match, 

Brescia's Czech goalkeeper Pavel Smicek was 
hit by a firework thrown from behind his goal at 
halftime and the bombardment intensified when 
Reggina went 2-0 down. 

When Brescia scored their third, fans hurled 
more objects from the terraces, prompting 
Pierluigi Collina, Italy's most respected referee, 
to adandon the tie. 


based in their native Argentina with 
Boca Juniors and River Plate respec- 
tively, have both had an outstanding 
year. 

Riquelme figured prominently in 
Boca's 2-1 victory over Real Madrid 
in the World Club Cup final in 
Tokyo last week. 

Ortega scored a goal worthy of 
Diego Maradona at his best in 


World Cup qualifier earlier this 
month, 

FIFA’S Player of the Year award, 
decided on a vote among 130 nation- 
al team coaches, was started in 1991 
and has been awarded four times to 
Europeans, four times to South 
Americans and once to an African, 

However, it has never gone to a 
player based with a club outside 
Europe. 


Police said thet had identified 16 supporters 
they wanted to question in connection with the 
riot, which was quashed by dozens of police in 
full combat gear. 

Reggina said the two-match ban was unneces- 
sarily harsh. 

“I'm not happy because I expected only a one- 
match ban given that the few individuals respon- 
sible have been identified and no-one was hurt," 
club president Lillo Foti said, 

"We haven't yet decided if we'll appeal against 
the decision." 

Reggina’s next.two home matches are against 
Verona on December 10 and Vicenza on 
December 23. 

The club, based in Reggio Calabria, are bot- 
tom of the division with seven defeats from eight 
matches. 


Argentina's 2-1 win over Chile in a. 


English Premier bane 
Sunderland vs Everton 
Fox Sports 
3pm — 5pm 


English Premier League 
Sunderland vs Everton 
Fox Sports 
11pm — lam 


National Soccer League 
Highlights 
Channel Seven 
12.10am — 1.10am 
(Wednesday Morning) 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 6 
UEFA Champions League 
“Lazio vs Leeds (LIVE) 
Optus (ESPN} 
6.30am — 8.45am 


UEFA Champions League 
Real Madrid vs Anderlecht 
Optus (ESPN) 
8.45am — llam 


UEFA Champions League 
Arsenal vs Bayern Munich 
Optus (ESPN) 
3pm — 5pm 


Soccer Central 
Optus (C7 Sport 12) 
7.30pm — 8.30pm 


European Soccer Show 
Optus (C7 Sport 12) 
10pm — T1pm 


Soccer Scene 
Fox Sports 
10pm — 11.30pm 


© THURSDAY DEC 7 
UEFA Champions League 
Deportivo La Coruna vs AC 

Milan 


(LIVE) 
Optus (ESPN) 
6.30am — 8.45am 


UEFA Champions League 
Panathinaikos vs Valencia 
Optus (ESPN} 
8.45am — 11am 


UEFA UEFA Champigns League 
United 
goatee (ESPN) 
3pm — 5pm 


‘SATURDAY DECEMBER 9 


GOL ESPN 
Football Extra 
Optus {ESPN} 

9.30am' — 10am 


Soccer Scene 
Fox Sports. 2 
11.30am — Ipm. 


Spanish Primera Liga 
Fox Sports 2 
© [pm — 3pm 


UEFA Champions League 


_- 8.30pm — 4.30pm 


4.30pm — 5.30pm 


Sori 5.30pm 
English Premier League 
Preview | 
Fox Sports 2 } 
7pm — 7.30pm 


English Premier League 
Tears TBA (LIVE) 
Fox Sports 2 
1.55am — 4am 
{Sunday Morning) 


Scottish Premier League 
Teams TBA (LIVE} 
1.55am — 4am 
{Sunday Morning) 


Spanish Primera Liga 
Fox pesspert 2 
— 6am 


eae Morning) 


SUNDAY DECEMBER 10 
Italian Serie A 
Teams TBA (LIVE) 
Optus (ESPN) 
6.25am — 8,30am 


Italian Serie A 
SBS TV 
10.30an/—~ 11.30am 
On the Ball 
SBS TV 
11.30am — 12.30pm 
English Premier League 
Replay of overnight match 
Fox Sports 
1pm — 3pm 


National Soccer League 


Sydney Olympic v Parramatta 


Optus (ESPN) 
6.30pm — 8.30pm 


English Premier League 
Coventry vs Leicester City 
(VE) 


Fox Sports 2 
2am — 5am 
(Monday Morning) 


MONDAY DECEMBER 11 
Italian Serie A 
Teams TBA (LIVE) 
Optus (ESPN) 
6.25am — 8.30am 


English Premier League 
Coventry vs Leicester City 
Fox Sports 
12pm — 2pm 


English Premier League 
Highlights 
Fox Sports 2 
5pm — 6pm 
English Premier Leaque 
Highlights 
SBS TV 
7.30pm — 8.30pm 
English Premier Leaque 
Coventry vs Leicester City 
Fox Sports 2 
8pm — 10pm 
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2000. AFRICAN FOOTBALLER 


OF THE- YEAR VOTING 


1, Patrick’ Mboma 
2. 1. Etame Mayer 
3. Samuel Eto'o 
4. G. Fotso Niitap 


9= Shaun Bartlett 
9= Hani Ramzy: 


ameroon striker 
Patrick Mboma 
capped an out- 


standing year after being 


named the African 
Footballer of 2000. 

Mboma, the 30-year-old 
forward for Italian club 
Parma, finished ahead of 
three compatriots in an 
unprecedented sweep for the 
central African country in 
the annual poll organised by 
the Confederation of African 
Football (CAF). 

Laurent Etame Mayer, 
Samuel Eto’o and Geremi 
Fotso Nijitap filled the next 
three places in the vote with 
last year’s winner Nwankwo 
Kanu of Nigeria fifth. 

Cameroon won the 
African Nations Cup finals 
in Nigeria earlier this year, 


. (Parma Cameroon) 
(Arsenal Cameroon) 36 
(Reai Mallorca Cameroon): -_ | 29 
(Real Madrid Cameroon). 21 


| 5. Nwankwo Kann ..... (Arsenal . Nigeria) 2i 
6, Nouredine Naybet’. (Deportive-Cotuna. Morocco) 20 
7, Hossam Hassan’ (Zamalek Egypt) oY: 
8. Shabani Nonda. * “(Monaco Reunion) tl 


(Charlton South Africa) 
(Werder Bremen Egypt) 


beating the hosts in the final 
on a penalty shootout and in 
September their under-23 
side were Olympic gold 
medallists in Sydney. 

Mboma was one of the 
over-age players in the 
Olympic side, scoring four 
goals in the tournament. 

His goalscoring exploits 
were also key to Cameroon’s 
Nations Cup triumph but the 
giant forward saved his most 
dramatic strike for later in 
the year, scoring with a bicy- 
cle kick as Cameroon held 
world champions France to a 
1-1 draw in a friendly inter- 
national in Paris in October, 

Mboma is the fifth 
Cameroonian to win the 
award in the 30 years of the 
poll and the first since Roger 
Milla in 1990. His selection 


MBOMA VOTED 
AFRICA’S BEST 


was overwhelming with 23 
of the 25 members of the 
CAF press and technical 
committees who voted in the 


But he was never able to 
hold down a regular first 
team place and spent time on 
loan at Chatcauroux and FC 
Metz before moving to 
Japan. 

He made his debut for 
Cameroon in a friendly 
against Liberia on December 
24, 1995 but did not win a 
regular place until aimost a 
year later, scoring on. his 
second appearance against 
Togo in a World Cup qualifi- 
er in Lome in November 


Patrick Mboma: 
African footballer of 
the year. 


MARADONA WANTS T0 
PLAY FOR ARGENTINA 


lormer Argentina 

captain Diego 

Maradona says he 
wants to play one more 
match for his country. 

The 40-year-old 
Maradona, who has suffered 
a string; of drug-related prob- 
lems, was quoted in the 
Daily Mail tabloid as saying 
he hoped to represent 
Argentina in their final 
World Cup qualifier against 
Brazil next September. 


Diego ie foceae: Wants to 16 play’ad one more ogi 
for Argentina. 


“I want to play one more 
time for my country, it is 
true,” Maradona told the 
Mail. 

“But only against Brazil. 
No matter what mistakes I 
have made with drugs, I am 
still Maradona, | am still El 
Diego.” 

Maradona has spent most of 
the past year in Cuba being 
treated for a life-threatening 
heart condition related to drug 
and aleohol abuse. 


He was lucky to escape 
serious injury in a car crash 
in September. 

Maradona is currently 
employed as manager of 
stggling Argentine club 
Almagro, though he has yet 
to see them play. Last 
Sunday he ignored 
Almagro’s match against 
Huracan, preferring instead 
to watch his old club Boca 
Juniors. 

The Daily Mail suggested 
there was some support for 
Maradona donning an inter- 
national shirt again within 
the Argentine Football 
Association. By the time of 
next September’s game 
against Brazil both teams are 
expected to have already 
qualified for the 2002 World 
Cup finals, 

Maradona, considered the 
greatest player of his genera- 
tion, inspired. Argentina to 
two World Cuf finals. 

They beat Germany in 
Mexico in 1986, but lost to 
the Germans in‘Ttaly in 1990. 

But his turbulent off-field 
lifestyle took its toll and in 


1994 he was slung out of the’ 


World Cup: for drug use and 
banned’ for 15 months. He 
played again for Boca but 
retired from professional 


soccer in 1997, - 


oe 
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poll placing him first on 
their ballot with the other 
two placing him in second 
place. 

Mboma, who was born in 
Douala, has lived in France 
since his infancy, and signed 
first for Paris St Germain. 


PREVIOUS WINNERS 


1996. 

Mboma played at the last 
two Nations Cup finals with 
Camercon and also in the 
1998 World Cup finals in 
France, where he scored a 
goal against Chile. 


Robert Molenaar: Moving from Leeds to Bradford. 


MOLENAAR MOVES 
TO BRADFORD 


D= defender Robert Molenaar has moved from 


Leeds United to fellow premier league club 
Bradford City for 500,000 pounds. 

Molenaar joined Leeds for 1 million pounds from Dutch 
club Volendam in 1996 but suffered a serious knee injury 
almost two years ago and has barely featured since. 

“Robert is experienced, comfortable,on the ball and pret- 
ty handy in the air,” said new Bradford ‘manager Jim 
Jefferies. 

“There were & number of clubs interested so I am delight- 
ed to get him.” 

Molenaar, 31, said he was sorry to be leaving. “I have an 
affection for Leeds and it hurts to say goodbye,” he said. 

“But since I came back from injury | have tried every- 
thing to-get back into the team but unfortunately it hasn’t 
been good enough. 

“With the arrival of Rio-Ferdinand it was quite obvious 
that there was no place for me any more.” 


SHEVCHENKO 
GIVEN EU 
STATUS 


T he Italian Football Federation (FTGC) said last 


week it had granted Ukrainian striker Andriy 
Shevchenko EU status after heeding an appeal 
from his club side AC Milan. 

Shevchenko has a Ukrainian passport but has been 
seeking European Union legal status since he arrived in 
Italy from Dynamo Kiev at the start of Jast season. 

Milan made an appeal on his behalf on the basis of an 
accord between the governments of Italy and Ukraine. 

“The contents of the accord...allow the Football | 
Federation to accept Milan’s appeal,” the FIGC said in a 
statement, 

Shevchenko, top scorer in Serie A last season with 24 
goals, said in a Russian newspaper interview earlier this 
year he felt like a second-class citizen in Italy, where 
clubs are allowed only five non-EU players on their 
books and a maximum of three non-EU players on the 
| pitch at any one time. 

“Please explain to me p 
why (Zvonimir) Boban, 
Tgor Kolyvanov, 
Shevchenko and many 
others are considered 
foreigners while Turks, 
for example, have 
become ‘Europeans’ 
with full rights,” 
Shevchenko said in the 

interview. 
| “You really think 
Russian, Ukrainian and 
Belorussian athletes are 


unworthy of becoming Paid 3 cette by 
Chey is real : the Itallan Football 
‘We are working in Federation. 


Europe just like the 
Italians, the French or the Germans but still we have lim- 
its set on us as if we're second-class people.” 


DESCHAMPS 
OUT UNTIL 


NEW YEAR 


alencia’s injured French international midfielder 
Didier Deschamps said he was unlikely to be able 


to train properly until the new year. 

“J am not setting a definite date but 1 think 1 will not be 
able to train with the rest of the team until January,” he said. 

“As usual, things are going slower than 1 had hoped.” 

It was originally thought 
that the ankle injury the for- 
mer French captain sustained 
at the beginning of the month 
was not serious. But he will 
miss three more league 


matches as well as 
-Wednesday’s | Champions 
League clash —- against 
Panthinaikos. 


Itis the second injury prob- 
lem Deschamps. has had 
ee his arrival from 


oglish Premier League 
Didier Deschamps: Ankle eae in the summer. 


injury keeps Deschamps je missed nearly a month 
out until the New Year: of the season after a thigh 
injury forced him to be substituted in: Valencia’s first phase 
Champions League match against Dutch side Heerenveen in 
September. 
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ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Chelsea 2 Manchester City 1, Arsenal } Southampton 0, 
Aston Villa } Newcastle United 1, Bradford City 2 
Coventry City 1, Ipswich Town 0 Derby County 1, 
Leicester City 3 Leeds United [, Liverpool 3 Charlton 
Athletic 0, Manchester United 2 Tottenham Hotspur 0, 
West Ham United | Middlesbrough 0. 

DL FE APts 
41 1039 
24 13 31 
17:12:29 
322327, 
23 17 27 
22:17:24 
18 13 24 
18 16 24 
22 23993) 
15 16 23 
22 2222 
e221 
21°24 21 
28 23 20 
2] 28 17 


1, Manchester United 

2, Arsenal 

3. Leicester City 

4, Liverpool 

5, Ipswich Town 

6, West Ham United 

7. Aston Villa 

8, Newcastle United 

9, Tottenham Hotspur 
10. Sunderiand 

11. Leeds United 

12. Everton 

43. Charlton Athletic 
14. Chelsea 

15. Southampton 

16. Manchester City 
17. Derby County 

18. Coventry City 

19. Middlesbrough 

20. Bradford City 

LEADING SCORERS 
1 - Mark Viduka (Leeds United), Jimmy Floyd 

Hasselbaink (Chelsea) 

10 - Teddy Sheringham (Manchester United), Emile 

Heskey (Liverpool) 

9 - Thierry Henry (Arsenal), Marcus Stewart (Ipswich 

Town) = 

7 - Michael} Owen (Liverpool), David Beckham 

(Manchester United), Paolo di Canio (West Ham United) 

6 - Marians Pahars (Southampton), Alan Smith (Leeds 

United), Andy Cole (Manchester United), Jonatan 

Johansson (Charlton Athletic), . James Beattie 

(Southampton), Les Ferdinand (Tottenham Hotspur) 

"S - Francis Jeffers (Everton), Alen — Boksic 

(Middlesbrough); Alan» Shearer {Newcastle United), 

(Derby County), Paulo Wanchope 
'y), Gianfranco Zola (Chelsea) 

4 - Branko Strupar (Derby County), Andy Hunt 
(Charlton Athletic), Kevin Phillips (Sunderland), Serhiy 

Rebrov (Tottenham Hotspur), Graham Stuart (Charlton 

Athletic), Niall Quinn (Sunderland), Kevin Campbell 

(Everton). Dion Dublin (Aston Villa). Paul Scholes 

(Manchester United), Ole Gunnar Solskjaer (Man. Utd), 


ENGLISH FIRST DIVISION 


Bolton 2 Watford 1, Burniey | Nottingham Forest 0, 
Gillingham | Birmingham 2, Grimsby 2 Crystal Palace 
2. Huddersfield 3 Crewe 1, Portsmouth 2 Norwich 0, 
Preston | Fulham 1, Sheffield Wednesday 5 Queen's 
Park Rangers 2, Stockport 0 Sheffield Utd 2, Tranmere 1 
Blackburn |, Wimbledon 0 West Bromwich 1, 
Wolverhampton 2 Barnsley 0, 


NNW ERUAADTAUAR coo. 
WW WMA RUM ARULU Aw 
Br BW oyvausr]sveuunuure 


LF APts 
47:14 49 
32 18 40 
28 21 40 
38 21 39 
Sele) So 
24 20 38 
3) 22-36 
31 22:35 
26 21 35 
24-22-34 
26 20 27 
24 26 26 
26 32 25 
22 23 23 
25 33 22 
12 16 27:21 
12 26 38 21 
10 27 32 20 
11 24 33 20 
10 18 27 20 
IT 16 28 18 
8 23 35 16 
Il 24 39 16 
24, Huddersfield 5 1315311 


ENGLISH SECOND DIVISION 


Brentford 2 Wigan 2, Bristol City 4 Bury 1, Colchester 2 
Notts County 0, Northampton 0 Swindon 1, Oldham 3 
Oxford Utd 2, Rotherham 3 Millwall 2, Stoke 1 Luton 3, 
Swansea 0 Bristol Rovers 0, Walsall 2 Port Vale 1, 
Wycombe 0 Bournemouth 3, 


1. Fulham 4 
2. Birmingham 4 
3. West Bromwich 4 
4. Watford 3 
5. Bolton 6 
6. Burnley a 
7. Nottingham Forest 3 
8. Blackbur 5 
9. Preston 5 
10. Sheffield United 4 
11, Wimbledon 6 
12. Portsmouth 8 
$3, Barnsley 4 
14. Wolverhampion 8 
15, Gillingham ui 
16, Crewe 3 
17, SheffWed 3 
18. Crystal Palace S 
19. Tranmere 5 
20. Norwich 5 
21, Grimsby 3 
22. Queens Park Rangers 10 

U 
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FWD 
1, Walsall 20 12 
2. Rotherham 20 12 
3, Millwall 20 12 
4. Wigan 20 
5. Reading 19 
6 Bristol City 19 
7. Stoke 19 
8. Wycombe 20 
9. Northampton 19 
10. Peterborough 20 
1. Wrexham 20 
12, Cambridge Utd 20 
13. Colchester 20 
14. Bury 19 
15. Notts County 19 
16. Bristol Rovers 19 
17. Brentford 17 
18. Bournemouth 19 
19. Oldham 19 
20. Port Vale 18 
21. Swindon 20 
22. Swansea 19 
23, Luton 19 
4, Oxford Utd 20 


LF APts 
37 19 41 
36 24 40 
38 19 39 
27 16 39 
40 22:35 
31 16 31 
30 23 30 
20 18 30 
21 24 28 
24 26 21 
30 33 26 
30 31 24 
18 21 24 
18 27 24 
24 3124 
24 20 23 
19 27 23 
29 24 22 
pzeibees 
23 24 20 
10 19 37 20 
8 1925 19 
10 20 33 15 
16 19 45 8 
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ENGLISH THIRD DIVISION 


Brighton 2 Halifax 1, Carlisle + Lincoln City 1, 
Cheltenham 4 Barnet 3, Chesterfield 4 Leyton Orient |, 
Darlington 2 Mansfield 1, Exeter 0 Plymouth 2, 
Hartlepool } Southend 0, Kidderminster 2 Macclesfield 
1, Rochdale 1 Blackpool 0, Scunthorpe 0 Hull |. Torquay 
1 Cardiff 4, York 2 Shrewsbury 1. 

PWD F A Pis 
1, Chesterfield 2013 6 1 45:19 45 
2. Brighton 20 37 16 42 
3. Rochdale 19 28 16 36 
4, Leyton Orient 20 3 25 36 
5. Cardiff 19 38 23 35 
6. Cheltenham 20 27206 
7. Scunthorpe 20 27:16 31 
8. Hull 20 19 16 30 
9. Southend 20 23:22:29 
10. Kidderminster 19 
11, Barnet 20 
12, Hartlepool 20 
13, Blackpool 20 
14. Darlington 20 
15. Macclesfield 20 
16, Lincoin City 19 
17. Mansfield 20 
18. York 20 
19. Shrewsbury 19 
20. Plymouth iy 
21. Exeter 20 
22. Torquay 20 
23, Halifax 20 I 21 34 15 
24. Carlisle 20 13 21 36 13 


SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Hearts 0 Rangers 1, Motherwell | Hibernian 3, Aberdeen 
1 Kilmamock 2, Celtic 3 Dunfermline Athletic 1, 
Dundee 1 St Johnstone !, St Mirren v Dundee United 
postponed, 

PWD 


1. Celtic 19 

2. Hibernian 19 12 
3. Kilmamock 19 

4. Rangers 

5. Hearts 

6, St Johnstone 

7, Dundee 

8. Motherwell 

9. Dunfermline Athletic 

10. Aberdeen 

il. St Mirren 

12. Dundee United 

LEADING SCORERS 

19 - Henrik Larsson (Celtic) 

8 - Billy Dodds (Rangers), Mixu Paatelainen 
(Hibernian), Kenny Miller (Rangers), Keigan Parker (St 
Johnstone) 

7 - Chris Sutton (Celtic), Colin Cameron (Hearts), Juan 
Sara (Dundee), Stuart Elliott (Motherwell) 

6 - Robbie Winters (Aberdeen), Lee McCulloch 
(Motherwell), Andy McLaren (Kilmarnock), David 
Zitelli (Hibernian) 

5 - Andy Kirk (Hearts), Ricky Gillies (St Mirren), 
Claudio Caniggia (Dundee), Ged Brannan (Motherwell), 
David Moss (Dunfermline Athletic), Arild Stavrum 
(Aberdeen), Jorg Albertz (Rangers) 

4°- Didier Agathe (Hibernian), Steve Crawford 
(Dunfermline Athletic), Russell Latapy (Hibernian), 
Stitian Petrov (Celtic), Paul Wright (Kilmamock), 
Lubomir Moravcik (Celtic), Jason Dair (Dunfermline 
Athletic) 

3 - Graeme Jones (St Johnstone), Stuart Lovell 
(Hibernian), Fabien Cabellero (Dundee), Juanjo (Hearts), 
Gary McSwegan (Hearts), Gary Holt (Kilmamock), 
Scott Severin (Hearts), Joos Valgaeren (Celtic), John 
O'Neil (Hibernian), Michacl Mols (Rangers) 


SCOTTISH FIRST DIVISION 


Airdrie 1 Morton 1, Alloa 0 Ross County 0, Inverness CT 
7 Ayr Utd 3, Livingston 4 Falkirk 1, Raith Rovers 1 
Clyde 2, 


11 25 41 17 


F A Pts 
46 20 48 
34:13 41 
25 18 36 
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L F APts 
37174 
34 29 31 
33 28 
36 29 24 
25 22/24 
25/2221 
16 29 19 
173117 

9. Morton 15 27 16 

10, Airdrie 26 30 15 


SCOTTISH:SECOND DIVISION 


Clydebank OFF Stranraer. Forfar Athletic 0 Partick I, 
Queen of the South | Arbroath |, Stenhousemuir 1 
Queens Park 1, Stirling | Berwick 1, ~ 

L F A Pts 


2 61735 
31 29 26 
24-23) 25 
16 15 24 
26 24 23/ 
20 17 22 

B22) 21/22 
24 35 21 


1. Livingston 
2, Falkirk 

3. Ayr 

4. Inverness CT 
5. Clyde 

6. Raith 

7. Ross County 
8. Alloa 
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Ce ee oe ae) 


1, Partick 

2. Stenhousemuir 
3, Stranraer 

4, Queens Park 
5. Berwick 

6, Clydebank 

7. Arbroath 

8. Queen of South 
9. Stirling 7 18 26 13 
10. Forfar & 16 26 13 


SCOTTISH THIRD DIVISION 


Dumbarton 3 Elgin City 0, East Stirling 0 Brechin City |, 
Hamilton] East Fife 1, Montrose | Cowdenbeath 2, 
Peterhead | Albion 2. 

PWODL FAPs 
WRIBRNY 
17 4 2 38 1837 


1, Cowdenbeath 
2. Brechin 
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3, Hamilton 
4, East Fife 

5. Albion 

6. Peterhead 
7, East Stirling 
8. Dumbarton 
9, Elgin 173111 
10. Montrose M367 


ALIAN SERIE A 


Bologna 1 Vicenza 1, Inter Milan 2 Juventus 2, Lecce | 
Fiorentina 1, Napoli | Bari 0, Perugia 0 AS Roma 0, 
Udinese 0 AC Milan 1, Verona 2 Brescia 1, Lazio 2 
Reggina 0, Parma 2 Atalanta 0. 


33 12 33 
23:17 29 
18 19 26 
24 20 25 
1734 15 
17 29 12 


wo F A Pts 
20 7 22 
15.8 18 
ioe ale 
16 10 17 
16 9 16 
149 16 
1Sf9e15 
14 11 1S 
12:12 12 


1, AS Roma 

2. Atalanta Bergamo 

3, Parma 

4, Bologna 

5. Udinese 

6. Juventus 

7. Lazio 

8. AC Milan 

9. Inter Milan 

10. Lecce 

11, Fiorentina 

12. Verona 

13, Perugia 

14, Vicenza 

15. Brescia 

16. Napoli 

17. Bari 

18. Reggina 

LEADING SCORERS 

9 - Gabriel Batistuta (AS Roma) 

8 - Andriy Shevchenko (AC Milan) 
7 - Roberto Carlos Sosa (Udinese) 
5 - Leandro (Fiorentina), David Trezeguet (Juventus), 
Francesco Totti (AS Roma) 

4 - Fausto Rossini {Atalanta Bergamo), Julio Cruz 
(Bologna), Dario Hubner (Brescia), Nuno Gomez 
(Fiorentina), Simone Inzaghi (Lazio), Marco Materazzi 
(Perugia) 

3 - Cristiano Doni, Nicola Ventola (Atalanta Bergamo), 
Phil Masinga (Bari), Alvaro Recoba (Inter Milan), 
Zinedine Zidane (Juventus), Herman Crespo (Lazio), 
Cristiano Lucarelli, Davor Vugrinec (Lecce), Oliver 
Bierhoff (AC Milan), Sergio Conceicao, Sabri 
Lamouchi, Patrick Mboma (Parma), Zissis Vryzas 
(Perugia), Roberto Muzzi (Udinese), Emiliano Bonazzoli 
(Verona), Luca Toni (Vicenza) 


SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 


Alaves 2 Athletic Bilbao 1, Real Oviedo 3 Malaga 2, 
Real Sociedad 1 Las Palmas 1, Real Zaragoza | Real 
Mallorca 1, Villarreal 0 Numancia 0, Celta Vigo 3 
Barcelona 3, Espanyol 0 Deportivo Coruna 2, Osasuna 2 
Real Madrid 3, Rayo Vallecano 4 Racing Santander 1, 
Real Valladolid 0 Valencia 0, 

L F A Pts 
23:10 27 
2399/35 
26 16 23 
29 19 22 
19 12 21 
15 14 21 
23 18 20 
19 18 20 
17 17 18 
12 12:18 
415 24 18 
13 14 16 
12.17 16 
20 22:15 
16 21 15 
13 13 14 
13:24-12 
15 28 12 
15 24 10 
11209 


1. Deportivo Coruna 

2. Valencia 

3. Real Madrid 

4, Rayo Vallecano 

5. Alaves 

6, Real Mallorea 

7. Barcelona 

8, Real Oviedo 

9. Celta Vigo 

1G. Espanyol 

11, Las Palmas 

12, Valladolid 

13, Villarreal 

14. Malaga 

15. Athletic Bilbao 

16, Real Zaragoza 

17. Numancia 

18. Real Sociedad 

19. Racing Santander 
20. Osasuna 

LEADING SCORERS 
9 - Javi Moreno (Alaves) 
7 - Raul (Real Madrid), Dely Valdes (Malaga) 

6 - Patrick Kluivert (Barcelona), Catanha (Celta Vigo), 
Michel (Rayo Vallecano), Gaizka Mendieta (Valencia), 
Diego Tristan (Deportivo Coruna), Rivaldo (Barcelona), 
Juan Sanchez (Valencia), Guti (Real Madrid), Victor 
(Villarreal), Oli (Real Oviedo), Edgaras Jankauskas 
(Real Sociedad) 

5 - Paulo Jamelli (Real Zaragoza) 

4 - Elvir Bolic (Rayo Vallecano), Jose Maria Quevedo 
(Rayo Vailecano), Jon Perez Bolo (Rayo Vallecano), 
John Carew (Valencia), Femando Hierro (Real Madrid), 
Robert Losada (Real Oviedo), Souleymane Oulare (Las 
Palmas), Dario Silva (Malaga), Alberto Luque (Real 
Mallorca) 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


Kaiserslautem 2 Hamburg SV 1, Energie Cottbus 1 

Hansa Rostock 0, Cologne 4 TSV 1860 Munich 0, VIB 

Stuttgart 6 Borussia Dortmund 2, VIL Wolfsburg 2 

/ Schalke 04 0, VfL Bochum 2 Eintracht Frankfurt 1, 

/ Hertha Berlin 2 SC Freiburg 2, Bayem Munich 2 Bayer 
Leverkusen 0. 


Oe Wek ee 
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PW 
1, Hertha Berlin 15 
2. Bayer Leverkusen 15 
3, Schalke 04 15 
4, Bayer Munich 15 
5. Borussia Dortmund 15 
6. Cologne 15 
7, Kaiserslautern 15 
8. VEL Wolfsburg 15 
9. Eintracht Frankfurt 15 
10. Hamburg SV 15 
II, Hansa Rostock 15 
12= Werder Bremen 14 
12= SC Freiburg 15 


F A Pts 
M4232 
22 16 28 
E16 27 
32 18 26 
24 24 26 
30 25 24 
oie es 
31 21 21 
20 23 20 
31 29:18 
12 23 18 
18 20 17 
18 20 17 
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14. SpVgg Unterhaching 

15, Energie Cottbus 

16. TSV [860 Munich 

17, VEL Bochum 

18. VIB Stuttgart 
LEADING SCORERS 

12 - Ebbe Sand (Schalke 04) 
9 - Paul Agostino (TSV 1860 Munich), Sergej Barbarez 
(Hamburg SV} 

8 - Carsten Jancker (Bayern Munich), Dirk Loner 
(Cologne) 

7 - Jonathan Akpoborie (Vfl. Wolfsburg), Elber (Bayern 
Munich}, Heiko Herrlich (Borussia Dortmund), Michael 
Preetz (Hertha Berlin) 

6 - Ailton (Werder Bremen), Emile Mpenza (Schalke 
04), Oliver Neuville (Bayer Leverkusen), Thomas 
Reichenberger (Eintracht Frankfurt), Christian Timm 
(Cologne) 

5 - Stefan Beinlich (Hertha Berlin), Joerg Boehme 
(Schalke 04), Andre Breitenreiter (SpVgg 
Unterhaching), Andrzej Juskowiak (VAL. Wolfsburg), 
Vasile Miriuta (Energie Cottbus), Mehmet Scholl 
(Bayem Munich). 


GERMAN CUP DRAW 


German Cup quarter-final draw (I denotes first division, 
Il second, A amateurs): VfB Stuttgart (1) v SC Freiburg 
(I) MSV Duisborg (II) v Borussia Moenchengladbach 
(Il) FC Magdeburg (A) v Schalke 04 (1) FC Union 
Berlin (A) v VfL Bochum (1). Matches to be played on 
December 19 and 20 in an order to be determined later, 
RC Lens | Olympique Marseille 0, Metz 0 Olympique 
Lyon 0, Sedan 5 Paris St Germain 1, Nantes 2 En Avant 
Guingamp 1, St Etienne | Toulouse 0, Monaco 1 
Strasbourg 0), Stade Rennes 2 Lille 0, Troyes 1 Girondins 
Bordeaux 0, Bastia 3 AJ Auxerre |. 


FRENCH CHAMPIONNAT 


L F A Pts 
5 322133 
4 30 19 33 
425 1531 
5 24 18 30 
6 21 18 28 
T2228 
5 18 14 27 
7 22 26 26 
AOE e EE 
zB 
8 
8 
8 
i 
0 
8 
1 
9 


S217 227 
8 16 2617 
W275. 
13 26 15 
20 27 |4 


3. Girondins Bordeaux 
4, RC Lens 

5. Bastia 

6. En Avant Guingamp 
7. Lille 

8. Troyes 

9. Olympique Lyon 

10. Paris St Germain 

Il, Stade Rennes. 

12, Monaco 

13. AJ Auxerre 

14, St Etienne 

15. Olympique Marseille 
16, Metz 

17. Strasbourg 

18. Toulouse 
LEADING SCORERS 
11 - Laurent Robert (Paris St Germain) 

10 - Alex (St Etienne) 

9 - Pedro Pauleta (Girondins Bordeaux), Sladjan Djukic 
(Troyes), Frederic Nee (Bastia) 

8 - Sonny Anderson (Olympique Lyon) 

7 - Shabani Nonda (Monaco), Stephane Guivare’h (AJ 
Auxerre), Steve Marlet (Olympique Lyon), Victor 
Bonilla (Toulouse), Bruno Rodriguez (En Avant 
Guingamp), Viorel Moldovan (Nantes), Cedric Mionnet 
(Sedan) 

6 - Nicolas Aneika (Paris St Germain). Toni Brogno 
(Sedan), Gerald Baticle (Metz), Pius N’Diefi (Sedan) 

5 - Mare Wilmots (Girondins Bordeaux), Olivier Quint 
(Sedan), Djemal Belmadi (Olympique Marseille), Olivier 
Monterrubio (Nantes), Pegguy Luyindula (Strasbourg), 
Esteban Fuertes (RC Lens}, Fabrice Frorese (En Avant 
Guingamp), Pierre-Yves Andre (Bastia) 


AN FIRST Di 


Harelbeke 0 Westerlo 4, Beveren 0 Sint-Tmiden 0, 

Charleroi 0 Eendracht Aalst 0, Antwerp 3 Mechelen 1, 

Lierse | Germinal Beerschot 1, Genk | La Louviere 0, 

Ghent 2 Standard Liege 1, Excelsior Mouscron 2 

Lokeren 1, Anderlecht 2 Club Bruges 0. 
aw: 

1. Club Bruges 15 14 

2. Anderlecht 15 12 

3. Standard Liege 15 

4, Excelsior Mouscron 

5. Ghent 

6, Westerlo 

7, Charleroi 

8. Lierse 

9. Germinal Beerschot 

10. Genk 

il, Lokeren 

12, Beveren 

13, Antwerp 

14. Eendracht Aalst 

15. Sint-Truiden 

16, Mechelen 

17. Harelbeke 

18. La Louviere 

LEADING SCORERS 

14 - Nenad Jestrovic (Mouscron) 

12 - Gert Verheyen (Bruges), Tomasz Radzinski 

(Anderlecht) 

IL - Michael Goossens (Standard), Jan Koller 

(Anderlecht) 

10 - Sven Vermant (Bruges) 

9 - Dante Brogno (Charleroi) 


PORTUGUESE FIRST DIVISION 


Campomaiorense 2 Maritimo 2, Estrela Amadora 2 Gil 
Vicente 1, Pacos Ferreira | Farense 1, Uniao Leiria 2 
Salgueiros 1, Benfica 3 Sporting 0, Beira Mar | Aves 0, 
Braga 2 Porto |, Belenenses | Vitoria Guimaraes 0. 
PWDL F APts 
YW 1 2319 3 


29 28 25. 
19 18 25 
26 26 
Le puis 
26 272 
10725)2) 
eee pel 
1 15 38 
16 22 


ARAUALRERSUAE HAVA 


F A Pts 
53 10 42 
45.13 39 
38 18 30 © 
34-18 28 
32 24 27 
972227 
35 29 25 
26 22 24 
RwWI19 
76 
16 23 18 
12.29.17 
16 24 16 
173413 
16 26 13 
2035 9 
19 48 7 
107 


WoW AUNM AN ARE AWOERm 


3S 


SVR VENER EE AU MMOD O 
BS 


1, Porto 


ae 
he ee 


2S) Wey 
IURM 
16 10 25 
2112 24 
a2 3S 
1719 21 
+ 20:13 19 
18 16 19 
1218 


2. Braga 

3. Sporting 

4, Belenenses 

5. Benfica 

6, Boavista 

7. Salgueiros 

8. Pacos Ferreira 
9. Farense 

10. Maritimo 

11. Uniao Leiria 1320 17 
12. Beira Mar 3 3 13.19 15 
13. Vitoria Guimaraes 3 412 
14, Alverca elie 
15, Campomaiorense 3 - 10 
16. Aves 

17. Estrela Amadora 

18. Gil Vicente 


DUTCH 
NEC Nijmegen | Twente Enschede 0, Ajax Amsterdam 
6 Heerenveen 2, RKC Waalwijk 0 Groningen 0, Willem 
{1 Tilburg | AZ Alkmaar 1, Fortuna Sittard 0 Utrecht t, 
Sparta Rotterdam 2 Graafschap Doetinchem 1, Roda JC 
Kerkrade ] PSV Eindhoven 2. 

PWD 

1. Feyenoord Bu 
2. PSV Eindhoven 14 10 
3. Vitesse Amhem 1410 
4. Ajax Amsterdam 16 
5. NEC Nijmegen {5 
6, Roda JC Kerkrade 1s 
7. RKC Waalwijk 1S 
8. AZ Alkmaar 15 
9. NAC Breda 14 
10. Twente Enschede 15 
U1. Utrecht 
12. Willem I Tilburg 
13, Heerenveen 
14. Sparta Rotterdam 
15, Groningen 
16. Graafschap Doetinchem 
17. RBC Roosendaal 
18, Fortuna Sittard 
LEADING SCORERS 
13 - Ali Elkhattabi (Sparta Rotterdam) 
12 - Robin Nelisse (AZ Alkmaar) 
11 - Gorgi Hristov (NEC Nijmegen) 
10 - Mateja Kezman (PSV Eindhoveny 
9 - Yannis Anastasiou (Roda JC Kerkrade) Igor 
Gluscevie (Utrecht) 


GREEK FIRST DIVISION 
Traklis 0 Panathinaikos 1. Ethnikos Asteras } OFT Crete 
0, Aris Salonika 0 lonikos 0, PAS loannina ! Panachaiki 
1, Xanthi 0 PAOK Salonika 2. Olympiakos 5 Kalamata 2, 
Panionios 2 AEK Athens 0. 


2 


18 28:13 
43113 
25 36.9 
107 334 


Pe nen we ee ee 
ee St he ee 


L F APts 
N92 
145 19 
12 6 17 
15 16 17 
17 14 16 

2 141015 
KOR IS 
128 14 
15 1413 
Co Tale 
1218 8 
eas 
13 20 
10 19 
Delic3 
SSS 


1. Olympiakos 

2. Panathinaikos 
3. Iraklis 

4, Ethnikos Asteras 
5. AEK Athens 

6. Ionikos 

7. Xanthi 

8. Aris Salonika 
9. PAOK Salonika 
10, Panionios 

Ut, Panachaiki 

12. PAS foannina 
13. Kalamata 

14, Athinaikos 

15. OFT Crewe’ 

16. Paniliakos 


CROATIAN FIRST DIVISION 
Dinamo 3 Hajduk 2, Sibenik | Varteks f, Cibalia 0 
Zagreb 2, Cakovec 0 Slaven Belupo 0, Rijeka 2 Marsonia 
0, Hrv. Dragovoljac v Osijek postponed. 

PW 
1. Osijek 17 12 
2. Dinamo 18 10 
3. Hajduk 18 10 3 
4. Zagreb 18 10 3 
5. Varteks 7 
5. Slaven Belupo 18 7 2b) MO 
7. Sibenik 18 6 [yay ee 
8. Cakovec 18 5 [ree ai 
4 
4 
' 
1 


Benes oeneceorcosoes 


F A Pts 
43 22 40 
39 18 36 
30 14 35 
Sa 26} 
=) ae er 


9, Rijeka 18 10 15 28 16 
10. Hrv.Dragovoljac 17 10 2) 37:15 
V1, Cibalia 18 8 17 3412 
12. Marsonia 1s 12-21 40412 


STH AFRICAN PREMIER LEAGUE 


Bloemfontein Celtic 1 Kaizer Chiefs 2, Lamoniville 

Golden Arrows | Santos 0, Ria Stars 0 Free State Stars 0, 

Umtata Bush Bucks f, Mamelodi Sundowns 0 . Hellenic 
0 Classic 0, SuperSport United 3 Manning Rangers | 

PW L F APts 

25:15 34 

Ayana, 

OLED A 

14 13 26 

Ses 

281223: 

18 12 25 

19 17 24 

26 16 23 

Smo! 22s 

pro Waa Utes 

17 18 22 

43 15 20 

15 20 15 

16 26 13 

16 30.13 

1622 

24 39 10 


1. Santos 18 10 
2. Orlando Pirates 14 
3. Lamontville Golden Arrows18 
4. Classic 

5. Umtata Bush Bucks 

6, Mamelodi Sundowns 

7. Kaizer Chiefs 

8. Free State Stars 

9, Jomo Cosmos 

10, Ria Stars 

11, SuperSport United 

12. Wits University 

13, Ajax Cape Town: 

14. Hellenic 

15, Bloemfontein Celtic 

16. African Wanderers 

17, Moroka Swallows 

18, Manning Rangers 


WWD UAMAanawanid8 
BOLUS UUUBHAYVH Vee 


x 


QANTAS mQANTAS QANTAS 


THE SPIRIT OF AUSTRALIA THE SPIRIT OF AUSTRALIA THE SPIRIT OF AUSTRALIA 

\ OANTAS TOTAL = HOME | ____—CAWAY 
7 THE SPIRIT OF AUSTRALIA & ~ ve y ~ | oe : ji F : a _= sd 
+ SYDNEY OLYMPIC FS 2 aes 14 4 h 9 OFF T 2 2 3 5 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES) 8 5 2 1 15 9 2459 4 2e6- 5 a3 1 6 <9. 4 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 8 4 3 1 17 S44 591s 9" Poo D4 2 4 FA 
PERTH GLORY 6 43 2-13 aS 4 8 9a Se Ze 
CARLTON SC 8 3 4 1 13 9 Ae > Eb A ee Ea 2 Bee 
. NORTHERN SPIRIT $ 3.3 39 PR & eo? 2 e-.6 254 1 1 2 68 
MARCONI STALLIONS 8 313 2 hs eRe tee a ces See = 
| MELBOURNE KNIGHTS | 8 4 0 4 12 13 ee a ae a ee 
SYDNEY UNITED 8.8 2 3 Hite A oS i 7 Se 4 1.0 3, eee 
| CANBERRA COSMOS a 304 a 14 74 Bite 26s 2S, SINS. es. “tor 
PARRAMATTA POWER i: aes De ee cyl ae aa ewe! ER Raa ee 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE | 8 3 1 4 10 16 eee. Pe 9 HS ot Or Sr 8S 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 2 9.4 10 14 Seed to > So. t. 4. “Sete 
FOOTBALL KINGZ is. 2. $8 1 17 (=e San a ae FS See eee eee 
NEWCASTLE UNITED a ae a oe a Se Ge ae: ae eR ee ee 
EASTERN PRIDE Sa ES ce son ie tn iat: S).S 6 hi DO 8. 4.848 


| 


(Marth 44) 
SPIRIT 1 
(Moreira-55} 


Venue: Epping Stadium. Crowd: 3,109- Referee: B. Hugo. 


WOE 
{Chipperfield 23, Stanton 28, 45) 


Venue: Marathon Stadium. Crowd: 8.257. Referee: P. Green. 
Cautions: Nil 

Teams: NEWCASTLE UNITED: Catlin. 

{McBreen 35), Rapist Wilson, eed 


Wieczorek, Surjan (Tr 
VOHONGINS WOES Bale (gk), ‘Souris, ‘Ceccoll, Stanton, 
See Seles Se ire Cera Poe Ch eee 


BRISBANE 

(Harris 32, Foster 84) 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC 1 
(Colina 90) ) 
asia e Crowd: 2.448. Referee: C. Diomis (Sud). 


porcine Foster (BS) 24; Halpin (SO) 16, Meredith {BS) 


MELBOURNE 
{Coveny 17, Frimboli 70, Lozanovski 89} 
Venue: Bruce Stadium. Crowd: 2,619. Referee: P. Mur. 


Cautions: Hooker (CC} 86. 

Teams: CANBERRA COSMOS: Smith, Popovich, Purdue, Hager 

|| 75), Milin (Ravanello 60), Castro, ‘angles, Arana Lyon Fl), 
|| Hooker. Miyazawa. 


